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PATRIOT KING, 


DISPLAYED. | 
bed princes ſoar ele their fame oy t= 
And in their worth 

Come greater forth. 2; 


#3 + Than 8 their name. 
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FEISS 1. 


alla writes | At Zak. "þ "ey 2. : 


vour at Rome. He, bis nobles, clergy, 


and people, good and happy. The intend- 
ed divorce — the ſcene. 


EN R wrote againſt Luis 
and ſent his boate* to Rome. 


Shag The Pope received it with re. 


ſpect. in full conſiſtory, and in return, 
conferred on him and his ſucceſſors, the 
title of Defender of the faith. Both were 
pleaſed: The Pope had no where a ſon 


B ſo 


<a > 3 
To autiful, a valſal 15 devoted, as the 
King of England. “ 80 catholic a 
prince, that no herede durſt ſhew his 
face; fo virtuous and learned a clergy, 
ſo. grave and ſound a nobility, and ſo 
loving and obedient the ſubjects, all in 
one faith agreeing together; how happy 
the eſtate of this realm (a)! — But the 
extremity of a diſeaſe, is often the criſis, | 
and the ſeeming approach of death, the 
beginning of "relief Henry's divorce 
from an inceſtuous bed, occaſioned a 
| diyorce from the mother of harlots, and 
abominations of the earth. The caſe 
Was this. gy | : 
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1 Arthur Printe of Wales, eldeſt ſon of 
Henry VII. married Catharine daughter 
of Ferdinand of Spain; he was about 
| ſixteen, they cohabited about five months, 
and he died. She was again married to 
his brother Henry VIII. by a diſpenſation 
from Rome, which, ſhe ſaid, her father 
Pu- 


1 


- (a) Roper's life of More. 


. 5 


purchaſed at no ſmall rate. Ie Weil 
together eighteen | years, had ſeveral chi- 


dren, none lived but Mary, that bloody 
woman. Mary was affianced to the ſon 


of her mother's ſiſter, Charles, emperor 


of Germany and king of Spain. The 


ſpaniſh council objected to her, as ille- 
gitimate. Afterwards being propoſed to 


the French king, or his ſon, her legiti- 
macy was again objected to, by the 
French ambaſſador, as a child of inceſt. 
This diſturbed the King's conſcience, It 
is ſaid cardinal Welſey raiſed the firſt 
ſcruples by Henry's confeſſor. Wolſey 


denied the — yet was warm for the 


divorce. 
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1 ENRY% ug will not og: | 
1 1 low conſcience” to have any hand 
in this affair. Henry and conſcience ir in 
the ſame ſentence? What connexion ! — 
Mrs Anne Bollen had enſnared him.— 
Hence the tyrant's uneaſineſs. And thus 
your fine reformation i is founded on Jaw- 
leſs luft, an og one queen, and forll « a- 
dultery." eee WY eee 


1 * 
4 


The truth is, the preciſe time when | 
his ſcruples commenced, or he firſt ſaw - 
that lovely woman, is not known. The 
| thing i is canvaſſed by Rapin, with accu- 

racy and candor. Juſt reaſons for ſcru- 
ples he had from the beginning, and pol- 
fibly he had them. But when the thing | 
was done, he might think it more expe- 
dient to roquieſee, than to make bad 
worſe, 


1 


worſe, hays giving way to them. Gene- 
rous was his ſpirit, nor was compaſſion a 
ſtranger to it. To afflict an innocent 
woman, his ſiſter in law, his wife, the 
mother of his child; muſt wound him. 
Her laſt meſſage drew tears from him + 
The reſentment: of her relations, the 
plagues of Rome, — the expence, and 
chicanery of her courts, — to baſtardiſe 
his child, &c. theſe might counterbalance 
ſeruples, in themſelves . ndt light. But 
when he ſaw her, with the crown, of | 
England, refuſed by two princes, upon 
the ſame pretence of inceſt; was it not 
enough to turn the ſcale, and to con- 
Vigeer him others had their ſcruples, | as. 

well e as he; ſcruples, which might prove 
ruinous, to his family and people; and, 
bye a diſputed ſucceſſion, bring back. the: 
wretched days of York and Lancaſter * 2 


Mt 
Baſe is it and cruel, to impute to lawleſs. 


luſt, an action founded upon the lauda- 
ble n motiyes of zeal for his country” J wel- 
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(a) 


fare, peace of conſtiefce, and cbt 


to the laws of e 28 7 


The divine la 5 e. Ten 
malt not uncover the nakedneſs of thy 
brother's wife, it is thy brother's. naked- 
neſs,” Lev. xviii. 16. And again, If 
a man. ſhall take his brother's wife, it is. 
an unclean. thing, he hath uncovered his 
brother's nakedneſs, they flrall die child. 
leſs.“ Lev. xx. 21. Now three ſons. he 


had by her, who all died infants. This. 


he might look upon, as the- very paniſh-. 
ment denounced againft the uncleanneſs 
he was guilty of.— His favourite author 


was St. Thomas Aquinas, which angelic 


doctor determines, „that a marriage with- 
in the degrees of affinity in Lev. xviii.. 
is no true marriage; is. not contractecd 
without fin; and ought always to be 


made void.” —By the. council of Neoce-- 


ſaria, Can. 2. A. D. 314. more ancient. 
than that of Nice, it is. decreed; ©* that 
a woman, marrying two brotliers, ſliould. 

TO he. 


r 


be caſt out till death.“ Other argu- 
ments out of the recotds, ſaith Lord 
Herbert, were St. Baſil, ep. 197. Fwo 


Popes alſo, Gregory and Innocent III. 
who profeſſed the Pope cannot diſpence 


againſt the law of God. Ceaſe your 
bellowing, ye popiſh railers. It is not 
Henry ye beſpatter, but popes, coun- 
cils, fathers, ſaints, chiefs of the ſchool, 
and holy ſcripture. The law, Deut. xxv. 
to. marry a brothers childleſs widow, the 
Jews fay does not now oblige. The 
next of kin were called brother. Nor 
after Moſes do we hear of two real bro- . 
rhers | marrying the ſame woman. The 

Samaritans imagine the woman muſt be 
only betrothed, not married. Be this 
as it may. All the abovementioned au- 
thority decides in Henry's favour. 
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1 ENI R.Y- thus juſtly. diſturbed; at 
1 A his living in a ſtate of inceſt with 
his brothers wife, contrary to all laws 
human and divine, counterbalanced by 
nothing, but an infamous papal diſpen- 


ſation; and the marriage, as illegal, be- 
ing ipſo facto void from the beginning. 


-Yet, as mankind was ſo ſilly, as to 
have an high opinion of the Pope“ $ au- 
thority; to obviate ill - grounded preju- 


dices, and prevent future debates, it was 


judged expedient to apply to Rome for 
2 divorce. The Pope ſeemed willing 
to grant it, but feared the Emperor 8 
reſentment, who had then great power 
in Italy. He told C aſſali, the King's 
ambaſſador, in private, he might have 
two wives; or, would he ſend a proxy 


to Rome, he would give ſentence againſt - 


” 4 2 £4 the 


s . —4 — 
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the queen, for he n his cauſe was 
good and juſt. pepe Paul III. told the 
ſame Caſſali, that he, when cardinal, 

had urged. his predeceſſor Clement, to 
right the King in his divorce: and per- 
ſuaded the Emperor, to ſuffer it with 
patience. Clement, however would not. 
Tiſk the Emperor's diſpleaſure: he com- 
miſſioned two. cardinals to try the af- 
fair in England: and Henry and Ca- 
tharine appeared beiden them. But Ca- 
tharine proteſted againſt them, as in- 
competent judges, and appealed to the 
Pope; ; he accepts the appeal, and, ſuch 
the inſolence of the man,; cites the King 
and Queen of England to appear at his 
courts. at Rome. Henry did nat. de- 
baſe himſelf to appear there, but he 
ſent his agents. And during the five 
months. it was debated there, all Rome 
flocked to the conſiſtory as to a farce, 
in which the impertinence of the actors 
was the ſole entertainment. 
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Eranm: + Puts Henry upon confulring univer= 
oh ties and learned nen. Offers to diſt 
Pute the. point at Rene. : Meets with a 
vone to pale un. | wo ; 


| 7H ILST this very frlous affair 
was thus ridiculouffy tatrying on 
at Nis: Fox and Gardiner accident- 
ally meeting with. Crantner, then à tu-- 
tor in Cambridge, fell into difcourfe: 
about the divorce... Cranmer mention · 
in . univerſities. and learned 
They told the King; the thought | 
eaſed him. He fent for Crarimer. 
% One hundred. thouſand pounds (faid 
he) have I thrown away upon the court 
of Rome, which I might no have had 
in my pocket, had I. received this hint 
fooner.. Give me your- ſentiments in 
writing.“ He did ſo, in a book, ſet- 
ting forth, That by the authority of” 
| Eripture,. Fathers. and. councils, it was. 
| unlaw-- 


unlawful to matry a brother's widow ;. 
and that no/ ſuch marriage could be 
authoriſed by the Pope's diſpenſation.” 
This he cart ied to Rome, and. offered. 
to diſpute the matter there, with. any 
whom the Pope would appoint. None 
entered the liſts. _ Is it not a plain con- 
feſſion, that the facred college was con- bs 
vinced, the thing was wholly indefenſible ? 
Cranmer departed thence into Germany; 
there to conſult the learned. Upon the 
ſame errand, were others ſent 1 into France: : 
and Italy. | 
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| wal fey has Crbik <emipbyes? with 


orders, neither to give nor promiſe 
money, till they had pan i delivered 


their opinion; which, as he wrote, he 


had ſo carefully obſerved, that he offer- 


eck to forfeit his head if the contrary 


were found true. Beſides the many di- 
vines and canoniſts, whole houſes of re- 
ligious orders, the univerſities of Fer- 
rara, Padua, and the Pope's own town 
Bononia, declared the laws in Leviticus 
to be the laws of nature, which the 
Pope could not diſpenſe with. Crook 
ſent, in all, an hundred ſeveral books, 
and papers with ſubſcriptions, all con- : 
m ning the King's ee as ih. 0 
lawful in irſelf, | 4] 
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At Paris, after a maſs of the Holy 
Ghoſt,' the doctors of the Sorbon took 
an oath, to ſtudy. the queſtion, and to 
give judgment according to their con- 
ſciences. And after three weeks ſtudy, 
the greater part agreed, That the 
marriage was unlawful ;, and that -the 

Pope he not diſpenſe with it.” Hor 
ſolemn ! — Were they ſincere ? Faith- 
leſs. were. they 2— Or are we without 
charity? — At Orleans, Angiers, and 
Tholouſe, they determined to the ſame 
purpoſe... Crook farther ſaid, that the 
Pope and Emperor threatned all chat 
| ſubſcribed in | favour of the divorce.” 
That he had got eighty principal men's 
hands, and thirty more, which by their 
means were burnt: And © that the Em- 
peror terrified ours, and confirmed his 
friends, Hy threatning. intreaty, money, 
and benefices. In concluſion, ſaith 
Herbert, I find many would have given 
their opinion in favour of che divorce, f 
if * durſt. 


— 
* 


Theſe 


Theſe decifions of the univerſities, 


and the books written for the divorce, 
were firſt read in the houſe of lords: 
and then carried down by Sir Thomas 
More the chancellor, and twelve tempo- 


ral and ſpiritual lords, to the commons. 


ſhewed, and their decifions read; there 


_ were alſo an hundred books produced, 


written upon the ſame argument. And 
then the chancellor deſired them to re- 
port to their counties, that they now 
clearly ſaw, the King had not attempt- 
ed this matter of his mere will and 
pleafure, but for the diſcharge of his 
conſcience, and the ſecurity of the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the crown. All which made 
the commons deteſt the marriage: and 


the people for the moſt part exclaimed 


againſt it. But a member, in the low- 


er houſe, moving for an addreſs to the 


King, to take the Queen again, Hen- 
ry ſent for the ſpeaker, and declared, it 
concerned his ſoul ſo much that he of- 


„„ ** 

ten wiffied the marriage had been good; * 
but ſince the doctors of the univerſities 
had declared it unlawful, he could do 
no lefs, than abſtain” from her compa- 
ny, which therefore he wiſhed them to 
take for the true reaſon, without impu-- 
ting it to any wanton appetite; ſince 
being in the forty-firſt year of his age, 
it might be juſtly preſumed, ſuch mo- 
tions were not fo quick in him.— That 
having informed himſelf in all parts of 
Chriſtendom, concerning ſtrange. mar- 
riages, to marry a brother's wife was 

fel abhorred amongſt all nations, that- 


= never heard any chriſtian did ſo but 


himſelf; And therefore wiſhed: them to 
belieye, that his conſcience was troubled.”* 


He had, before this, convened the 
lords, judges, &c.; and proteſted, that 
nothing but the giving ſatisfaction to his 
conſcience, and care of eſtabliſhing the 
ſucceſſion to the crown, iti a right and 


uhdoubted ities: had firſt influenced him 
a to. 


and made no manner of mirth or paſ- 


ſincere... 


( 46 | 5 


to controyert A marriage; 


mg, 9 
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therwiſe, 2s happy. in. the affection and 
virtues of his queen, as any prince liv- 
ing. He alſo lamented his mis fortune; 


* 
FI * & 


time, as he uſed. to do. And conſider- 
ing what it coſt him, and how it en- 


dangered the ſucceſſion, | there is Juſt 


reaſon, Gaith Herbert, to believe bim 


** : 
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fo bring 1 the matter to 2 point. " Hen» 
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ry proteſts his conſcience Was: troubled, 
Would Henry lie ? Of whom was Hen. 
ry afraid that he ſhould lie 5. Look ak 
that honeſt open face of his, the. very 
feat of magnanimity, — For my part, 
ſooner would I take his word, than the 
repeated oaths of the. whole ed. col- 


The truth is, he wok. every | poſſible 
method to remove cenſure, and to ſhew 


the expediency, Juſtice, and neceſſity of 
that 


K 
chat meaſure. And the greateſt kber⸗ 
tine, and moſt addicted to Rome, muſt 


acknowledge, he had juſt reaſons to be 
uneaſy at the ſeandalous ſituation he Was 
in, and to entertain doubts at leaſt, A- 
-bout the ftate of his ſoul, conſidering 
him, as he really was, a man of con- 
ſcience, and through his whole life, 
deeply impreſſed with religion. Becauſe, 
both the reformed, and the maintainers: 
of the Pope's ſupremacy, fo frequently | 
ſuffered; his enemies ſaid he had no re- 
ligion. But this, faith Herbert, is a ca- 
lumny ; for he ſtood firmly by his own 
reformation. Till the Pope refuſed him 
juſtice, which he ſought at immenſe ex- 
pence, and ſeven. years waited for with 
patience, he believed as the church be- 
lieved without heſitation, That abuſe 
opened. his eyes, and he thenceforth 
dared to ſee what he did ſee, and was 
not afraid of truth, tranſubſtantiation 
excepted. THAT, indeed is a lie, of 


Xe 
8 


too hardened a temper, to admit the 
748 impreſ- 


(18) 
impreſſion of ſenſe, reaſon, ' or revela- 
tion: That, remained with him to the 
haſt in its genuine deformity ; and tho” 
void of every appearance of truth, as 
it had been for ages enforced by fire, 


Was ſo in his, and this was. the deep 
elt blot in chat W 2 2 


KE Cr. 
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Henry's divorce from Catharine : and mar- 
riage with Anne Bollen judicially pronounc- 
ed 2 Cranmer.. Both ſentences confirmed 
bf parliament. | The meaſure juſt and 
1b. we | birt: e 


AVIN G thus. ſatisfied his peo- 

ple, and juſtified himſelf to the 
ſenſible and candid part of mankind, he 
married Anne Bollen, and referred the. 
matter to the convocation, which unani-- 
mouſly determined againſt the marriage 
with Catharine. And at laſt, the cere- 
mony of pronouncing the divorce was 
judicially performed by Archbiſhop Cran- 
mer); (his aſſeſſors being Gardiner Biſhop. 
of Wincheſter, and the Biſhops of Lon-- 
don, Lincoln, and Bath and Wells) de- 
claring that marriage to have been null. 
from the beginning. And ſome days 
after, Cranmer gave another ſentence, 


confirming Henry s marriage with Queen: 
Anne. 


( 20 ) 
Anne. Both which ſentences were after- 
wards confirmed by both houſes of, Pare 
lament without erin 
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ur and right was the 8 and God 
gave a bleſſing to it. T hat happy mea- 
ſure cruthed the Roman hydra. Tielded 
an ELIz AaBETR, the greateſt and beſt of 
princes a people were ever bleſſed with. 
Forty four ſuch 1 years, to one people, in 
one reign, are not to be parallelled in 
hiſtory. A woman, preſerved from Bon- 
ner, Gardiner, and Pole ; and from. two 
ſuch fiends as Philip and Mary! From 
ſuck 4 crowd alſo ef open enemies, ſecret 
confpiracies, aſi ins, Poiſoners. and all 
the machinations of Rome; to rule a 
great people, with uninterrupted ficceſs, 
untarniſhed ' glory, for the e ſpace, of forty 
four years. That men may fee, and 
ke, and conſider, and underſtand to- 
gether, that the hand of the Lord hath 
done this, and Une Holy One of fr = 
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The Pape confirms Henry s marriage 925 
Catharine. Threatens to proceed 10 cen- 
fares. - The ſupremacy RO. No 
- to . i 


— 1 


38 2 
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1 E N RY's WR Anne | Bollen, 

1 without a divoree or diſpenſation 
from the Pope, was an indignity not 
to be borne. The arrogant high- prieſt 


therefore paſſed ſentence againſt him, 
declaring the marriage with Catharine 
good, and requiring him to live with. 
her as his wife, otherwiſe he would 


proceed to cenſures. By this providen- 
tial ſtep did the Pope loſe all power in 


England. His ſupremacy was aboliſn- 
ed by act of parliament. With which 
all the biſhops, abbots, and priors com- 
plied, except Fiſher biſhop of Rocheſter. 


They moreover confirmed to the King, 


the title of Supreme head of The 
church of wa ORs under Chriſt, * which. 


had 


. 
had firſt been conferred « on _ by the 


C onvocation. 


* 


Mor this erage ahe; ds 
from the Pope to the King; from a fo- 
reign uſurper; to him whole right it is, 
was no ſudden ſtart in Henry, nor an act 
of violence, or of lawleſs will. He firſt 
conſulted the council, Which ſhewed him 
precedents of the kings of England, that 
had uſed this power; and then his biſhops, 
who, having diſcuſſed this point in their 
convocations, declared, that the Pope 
had no juriſdiction, warranted to him 
by God's word, in this kingdom; which 
alſo was ſeconded by the univerſities, 
and by the ſubſcriptions of the ſeveral 
colleges and religious houſes; ſo far, 
as they even bound their ſucceſſors there- 
to. The particulars whereof may be 
ſeen in our records. The biſhops more- 
over acknowledged this ſupremacy by 
oath, or promiſe under their hands and 
ſeals, and renounced: the Pope's pretend- 

bad. 9 ed 


23 

ed authority, and any oath or promiſe 
made to him heretofore. The form of 
Gardiner's, may be ſeen in Fox. Nowy 
did Henry make his will his law? 
Surely it was a will directed by rea- 
ſon, and guided by counſel, from which, 
in a long reign, and perilous times, he 
ſeldom deviated. Nor in any age or 
country, were alterations made, in a 
manner more free and open, with bet · 
ter advice, or greater .deliberation. 
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SECT. VIII. 


* x; 


| Ori meddled not with government. Ae 


pointed n ferm To bis church. The 
| apoſtles adopted that by independent 5. 
nagoguces. Which would ſtill be beſt in 


— heathen countries. _ Eftabliſhments Should 


not be tampered. with, hilt the Ko- 
man er age ; Y 1 OO. 


| RGUMENTS « on | both ſides are 
given us by Burnet. To which I 
add, That allowing the Pope his ground- 
leſs claim of being vicar of Chriſt, and 
Peter's ſucceſſor, ſtill no right to ſu- 
premacy or juriſdiction, in any country, 
would that give him. Chriſt declares 
< his kingdom i is not of this world. That 
he came to ſerve.— To bear witneſs to 
the truth. —And to give his life a ran- 
ſom.”— He diſclaimed the office of a 
judge. Would not give ſentence where 
the law was clear.— Tells his diſciples, 


their duty was to ſerve, their portion to 
ſuffer, 


ſuffer, = — And exten For commiſſion 


no farther than to diſciple, baptize, and 
teach. — All beyond is uſurpation and 


man's device. No licence did he give to 
offer ſacrifice.— The holy ſacrifice of the 
maſs is a money- getting trick, a cunning- 
ly deviſed fable.—Jeſus left ſtates as he 
found the m.—Meddled not with govern- Y 
ment. Nor preſcribed any external form 


to his own church. — The kingdom of 
God is within you, faith he.—It is righ- 

teouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, faith the Apoſtle. —Righteouſnels, 
and peace, and joy. diſturb no commu- 
nity.—Yield no Juſt; grounds of offence 


to any-/ magiſtrates. Thus ſuited is the 
religion of Chriſt to every nation, age, 
and'clime,. and to become truly catholic 
or univerſal, without enſlaving one coun- 
try to another, or enduring; ny: impolitic a 


connexion. 


Pu: FR benefit of external worſhip, | | 
the n adopted the jewiſh form by 


G — _ 


( *6 >) 


independent ifpragegues:- Phihppi had 


no concern with Epheſus, nor Epheſus 


with Corinth, nor amy of them with 


Rome. That rubrick, or rruly primi- 


* 


tive ditectory, under Paul's dyn hand, 


is in 1 Cor. xv. The Jews «continue 


the ſame form vo this day. And if chere 


be but ten Jews, of eaſy fortune, in one 
city, they onght to build a ſynagogue, 


or hire a room for one, that the law and 
prayer may not be forgotten. Thus has 


their religion continued unvaried, - their 


| ſervice been carried en with itte or nv 


- expence, and all conteſts prevented about 


who ſhould be greateſt. The Mahe- 


metans ſeem not much to differ from 
"chem. Idenoe k due ſeberdinstten of 


their teachers to che ei vil power. No re- 


ligious wars, no foreign juriſdiction, or 
maſſacres, er additions to their creed, to 


multiply, diſſeminate, and perpetuate diſ- 


13 ſention: That remains in its primitive 


ſimplicity, viz. There is one God, and 


Mchomer i is his- ts rote * 5 
The 


0 9 % 0 
— MY KINO- 


bon IS Nor or THIS WORLD, Joh. xvüi. 
36. a principle that ought to be en- 
graven in the heart of every chriſtian, 


ſtrikes at the very root , of avarice and 


ambition. And, attended too, would for 
ever have preſerved the religion of Jeſus 
in its original purity. For ſo reaſonable 
is it in itſelf, ſo clear, ſo eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, being, in truth, nothing but 
piety towards God, inflexible honeſty, 
_. univerſal benevolence, and a readineſs to 
do good to all, as far as we are able; 
that, had it not been made worth while 


to corrupt it, it never had been corrupt 


ed. Now the apoſtolic directory adhered 
to, in independent ſynagogues, would 


have enforced that momentous prin- 
ciple, and leſſened, if not removed, all 
temptation. No perſecutions had ve 


heard of by chriſtians, no popes, coun- 
cils, creeds, articles, confeſſions, &c. All 
which ultimately owe their exiſtence to that | 


1 conteſt, who ſhall be greateſt. 1 
; Keep 


C 2 


{ 28 ) 


tio your temper, gentle reader. 1 
en juſt point out to you that Ax ENT 
RUBRIC: and the grounds of thoſe ter- 
rible combuſtions, the moſt holy, harm- 
leſs, divine truths have occaſioned, un- 
der the management of ſinful men. Ad- 
- mirably was it ſuited, to gather together 
in one, the children of God, that are 
ſcattered abroad, John xi. 52. And, if 
now practiſed, by miſſionaries in heathen 

countries, could not fail of being crown- 
ed with wonderful ſucceſs. In chriſtian 
ſtates it muſt not be thought of, -whilſt 
that formidable confederacy 1 _ 
on is church R Rome. 


1 as of 


( #9 ) 


EC T. Ix. 


75 he nature nf the King's ae co „ 
dered and juſtified. Generally fworn to. 
| Biſhop Fiſher and Sir Tbomas More re- 
Tuſe. ä r l tr 


UT The throne, though filled 
by a woman, is declared the ſole 
font of Juriſdiction, in nee con- 
cerns religion.” | e 47 5 e 


1 "wink why gor ?- 16 not an Engliſh wWũo- 
man, of ſenſe and ſpirit, as likely to rule 
with diſcretion, as an old woman at 
Rome, paſt its ſenſes, and twice a child? 
A matter of mighty triumph this to 
ſenſeleſs bigots, who make not truth 
their ſearch. The caſe is this: Whether 
diſputes about tyth*s, offerings, mar- 
riages, wills, &c. may not as well be 
determined in England, by Englih 
judges, and eſtabliſhed laws, ia courts 
held by the Kings authority, as at Rome, 

Le © - 


(5 ) 
by Italians, in courts held by authority 
of the Pope. Is an Engliſhman leſs juſt, 
knowing, equitable, than an Italian ? Is 
not juſtice 4s Hkely to be had upon the 
ſpot, as at nine hundred miles diſtance? 
To carry vitneſſes, attend courts, and fee 
council at Rome, is this a privilege worth 
dying for? A legate, even in popiſh 
times, was thought ſtilt more oppreſſive. 
Cardinal Wolſey, the laſt pope's legate 
but Pole, this nation was plagued with, 
took five per cent. for probate of wills; 
had he taken fifty, no polible fedreſs was 
there, but by an appeal to Rome; from 
whence the refnalning fifty would not 
have brought them back again. 


Should not we juſtly laugh at Italians, 
were they, for conſeience ſake, to put 
themſelves under the Jutiſdiftion of Can- 
rerbury ? Have they leſs reaſon to laugh 
at the Engliſh, who cannot die in peace, 
if not ſubject to their aſſuming uſurper? 
—Agtinſt ſupttid? forte thete is no re- 
WY on N medy, 


— 


1 | 
medy, but te be voluntary ſlaves to a fo- 
reign power, indicates. a foul unnatural- 
ly; debaſcd, by an axtigl, but molt Bagi- 
tious education. But God had given 
Henry a wiſe, intrepid, and underſtand- 
ing heart: He ſaw the cheat, hurled the 
Pope from his uſurped ſupremacy, and 
reſumed it to himſelf, whoſe right it 
was, and where the duty of his ſtation, his 
people's welfare, and his own donau 
obliged him to fix it. 


The ſupremacy thus ſettled by par- 
liament, all the members ſwore to ob- 
ſerve it: The ſubjects were required to 
take the ſame oath ; Fiſher and Mare 
| refuſ:d it, and were therefore ſent te 

the tower, and in the following ſeffion, 
were condemned, by parliament, to per- 
petual impriſonment. Faction running 
high, the King was adviſed to put the 
laws in execution. To repreſs the ſpirit 
of rebellion by ſuch an example, it was 
Judged expedient to bring them both to 


3 | the 


TE 

the block: And as they were really men 

of ſome figure, and the block and halter 

ſeldom fail to raiſe compaſſion, they- are 
looked upon as a ſort of catholic ſaints, 
and afford ample matter for declamation. 


&E CI. 


SECT. X. 


Fi jher condemned and executed. His cha- 
012 Tar; | 


the laws of his country was 
Fiſher condemned. He lived ſome 
time afterward by the King's grace and 
favour. In theſe circumſtances: did the 
Pope create him a cardinal : thus im- 
pudently aſſerting that ſupremacy to 
himſelf, which the laws had juſtly trans- 
ferred to the King. So that to let Fiſher 
live, thus circumſtanced; would have 
been an. evidence of weakneſs, or fear, 
or conſcious guilt,, in the Engliſh. go- 
vernment; would. have been, in effect, 
to repeal its own law; to deprive the 
King of his title and authority; and the 
kingdom of its independence: in a word, 
to own the Pope ſupreme. In ſuch a 
caſe, a prince leſs reſolute than Henry, 
would have ſuffered the law to take its 

courſe. It did ſo. And Cardinal Fiſher 
3 loſt 


T7 

loft his head. He died for the Pope, 
and at the Pope's door lies the blood 
of that martyrs a martyr for the very 
quinteſſence of ſlavery, Rupidary,” and: 
. 


Pitzer vyns- Henry's wrontpect: He 
had Rarning, was devout, a perſecutor,. 
ſuperſtitious alſo, or knave enough to 
fawour, if hot be an accomplice with 
the holy maid of Rent, a pretended pro- 
Pheteſs, in her impious, and tfeaſonable 
machinations ; M and was too obſtinate to- 
acknowledge his error, even after the 

raid herſelf, and her other aceomplices, 
| had confeſſed their guilt, and were hang- 
ed for it. The views of this holy maid's 
- viſions and propheſies. were to have Hen- 
fy affaflinated. Now if this preceptor, 
would gladly have murdered his royal 
pupil, by other hands; and this royal 
pupil, ſuffered his fl-deſighing precep- 
tor to die, as the law required: fay, 
* candid world, on which ſide lies 
ing ra- 


( & y. 

ingratitude and guilt, 3 iſher s not con- 
felling his fault, after the villainy was 
detected, though he knew the King juſt- 
ly expected ſuch a confeſſion, exhibits no 
ſmall appearance of. malice prepenſe, and 
that he continued filent and ſullen, in 
hopes his reputation might keep up the 
credit of that lewd nun, till ſome in- 
famed enthuſiaſt could perpetrate the 
| horrid deed. I judge of a tree by its 
fruit; of men by their deeds. God on- 
tu knows the heart. I therefore propoſe 
this, not as a N but as a pro- 
bable ſuſpicion. Vy hich ſyſpicion lies 
equally heavy upon Sir Thomas More, 
who, after the clægreſt conviction, would 
not blaſt the credit of their prophetic 
proſtitute any further, than to believe 
her under the influence of an evil ſpi- 
rit. Now an evil ſpirit, was as likely to 
know as a good one, if there was re- 
ally a project in hand to take off the 
King. But let the impartial judge, whe · 
| cher any ſuch project, had the counte- 
| nance 


nance * benediction of theſe two holy, 
perſecuting, popiſh are. SY 


— 


Going to execution, F iſher opened this 
New Teſtament, and prayed ſuch a place 
might turn up, as might comfort him 
in his laſt moments. The words chat 
occurred were, „This is life eternal, to 
know thee the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” He ſhut 
the book, and continued meditating up- 
on thoſe words to the laſt. And do 
they not exhibit a ſtrong reproof ? ? As 
much as to ſay, ©* What is the Pope 
to thee, or thou to the Pope? Why 
doſt thou murder thyſelf for what thou 
haſt no concern in? Wouldſt thou ob- 
tain eternal life, know the only true 
God, and that Jeſus is his meſſenger.“ 


a 


(3 ) 
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Sir T bomas More "Walt" and executed. 
His cboralier. e 
OR the Fr ay cauſe died Sir 
Thomas More. «A man (faith 
that faithful and laborious" martyr Tin- 
dal who lived at that time,) nothing 
inferior to Wolſey, for lying, feigning, 
and bearing two faces in one hood.“ 
That happy expreſſion, Two faces in one 
hood, exhibits a more lively picture of 
the man, than any of thoſe left us ne 
his s friend "Is Holbein. 


© 5% 


Mere" was ehkkieHlor;/ his father''a 
judge. His cuſtom was, in a morn- 
ing, in Weſtminſter-hall, to aſk a bleſ- 
ſing from his father on the king's- 
bench, and then to enter the court of 
chancery. Was this humility or vani- : 
ty? Did not the father exult in having 


| his fon chancellor ? Was not the chan- 
cellor 


£ © ) 
* pleaſed in. having a judge for his 
father? Was it not an illaudable often- 
tation of filial piety? A blowisg the 
trumpet before alms ? 'A faiting with 
a my: face, to be ſeen of men.. 


| Fa acetious he Was, —_ 2 Lee, "to 
ſuch a degree. of affectation, as not to 
refrain even upon the ſcaffold ; Let fo 
gloomy a bigot, as in defence of monks 
and monaſteries,. to. write a ſupplication 
in behalf of the ſouls in purgatory. His 
friend Eraſmus calls him another De- 
mocritus, ſays *© he had a perpetual grin 
upon his face, and affectedly walked with 
one ſhoulder higher, than the other.” 

And, A man's attire, exceſũ ve laugh- 
ter, and gait ſhew what he is, ſaith the 
wiſe ſon of Sirach. When lord chan- 
cellor, he was caught in the quire in 
a ſurplice, amongſt the ſinging men, 
by Norfolk. * God's body, quoth the 
duke, What A pariſh clerk ! You diſ- 
honour he King and his officer,” —And 
what 


„ 

what had an old fellow paſt fifty, en- 

joying a ſpirited ſecond wife, to do with 
a hair ſhift, and a whip with knotted: - 
cords, to flog himfelf withall ? Did he 
underſtand the uſe of that diſcipline * 
had he fead the lives of the ſaints ? 
was all fair? That flogging affair, ſo 
tickled the fancy of that proud and ſur- 
ly Jeſuit, Peravius, that he was ſome- 
times obliged ro ſend for a ſurgeon. 
Whether More went to that extremity, | 
fon Roper 2 not ſay. | 


Moore, in his U ropia, an imaginary 

kingdom of his own creating, allows 
liberty of conſcience : But in England, 
he was a fierce and bloody perſecutör. 
Which fhews, he knew what was right 
and approved it, but a&ed the contra- 
ry. If men cannot pull that mali- 
cious folly [hereſy] but of his poiſon- 
ed obſtinate heart. I would rather 
be content, that he were gone in time, 
than over long to tarry, to the deſtruc- 
wy tion 


| 
f 
| 
| 
| 


„ X » 
1.58 
+528 
we Ws 
— 9 
; 34% 
— 
* 1 
> 
© i= 


te 


tion of others (5). That is the a 
Murder the fincere, the pious creature, 


and ſend him to the devil, out of pure 


n and to ao, God ſeryice. 5 


"So. . in his Mattos, was 
the office of a perſecutor, that he would 


have it inſcribed upon his tomb, that he 
was a plague to thieves, murderers, and 
heretics, 6 furibus, homicidis, hæriticis 


moleſtus c).“ — — Surely in the net that ] 
thou ſpreadeſt, in the ſame waſt thou 
taken. And hadſt thou known one of 
the firſt principles of nature and of grace, 
inſtead of cutting filly jokes upon the 
ſcaffo!d, thou wouldſt, with that better 
inſtructed Canaanite, have cried out, with 
deep contrition of ſoul, As I have 
done, ſo God hath requited me (4).“ 


Though a man of parts and learning, he 


had an opinion of the Kentiſh propheteſs, 


as was Juſt before obſerved : And when 
the 


(5) More's Works, P- 925. 7 (c) Roper, 
(4) Judges i. 7. 


( 41) 

the cheat was detected, owned, and pu- 
niſhed, he believed her under the in- 
fluence of an evil ſpirit. He either had 
not ſenſe to ſee, or honeſty to confeſs ; 
that it was a politic and party piece of 
roguery. —Seeing Henry” s book againft 
Luther in manuſcript, he adviſed him to 
pat out what he had ſaid of the Pope's 
power, leſt upon a future quarrel, it 
ſhould be turned againſt him; yet him- 
ſelf died for the Pope's power, So that 
there ſeems to be two faces in one hood 
Pe. oi | 


But the EST VEE) of poor heretics by 
the ſcourge and fire, did not ſatisfy 
More's zeal, or rather his thirſt after 
the applauſe of men; but he muſt al- 
ſo turn ſcribbler againſt them. Behold 


a cen 


* Mayſter Martin Luther, himſelf 
beying ſpecially borne agayne, and new 
created of the Spirit, whom God, in 


| ( 4a) 
many places of holy ſcripture, hath com- 
manded to. keep. bis vowe made: of chat- 
tity. — Sa far contrary; thereunto, take 
om af religion a. ſpouſe of Chriſt, wed- 
ded. her himſelf, in reproach gf wedluck 
called her his wife, and made her his 
barlot; and in double deſpite of marriage 
and religion, bath liveth with her open- 
ly, and lyeth. with her nightly, in ſhame - 
ful inceſt, and abominable bitcliery (e).“ 
— Such the delicacy of a courtier. — 
And in his latin anſwer to Luther, 
he has thrown out the greateſt heap. of 
naſty language, that perhaps ever was 
put together. The book through- 
out is nothing but downright ribaldry, 
without a grain of, reaſon to ſupport 
it (f). Yer ſo, highly, pleased were the 
ckrgy, to have their mumpſimus deſend - 
ed in any manner; that in their convo- 
cation, they made a collection for him, 


of four or five thouſand pounds, Which 


at 


cit ( More's Eng. Works, p. 360. 4 
II Biſhop Atterbury's Obſervations. 


\— 


CEC} 
at this day would be worth forty thou- 


fand. But More was too juſt, or too 
proud, to àecept of a farthing.. 


In a viſit to More, did Erafmus, in 
ſeven days, write his celebrated Moriz 
Encomium, or, Praife of Folly. Which 
he allo inſcribed to More. In which 
performance, folly juſtifies herſelf with 
much wit and learning, by ſhewing, in 
how great repute ſhe is with all ranks 
and orders of men. But triumphs in- 
deed, and indicates uncommon pleaſure, 
at . her conformity with the catholic 
church, and in the number and varie- 
ty of fooleries, to be met with in po- 
pery. Now Eraſmus was too good na- 
tured, and too well bred a man, to have 
made ſo free with thoſe holy fooleries, 
in a book dedicated to More, and wrote 
under his roof, had he not known, that 
More had the ſame contempt for them, 
that he himſelf had. Which yields far- 
ther grounds for ſuſpicion, that he real- 


lx 


(4) 


1 bore two Faces i in. one hood : and that 
he wrote, and perſecuted, / and died, to 
gain the praiſe of men, rather than from 
any motive of religion. And if ſuch was 
really the caſe, let others determine which 
was moſt predominant in him, the Thaur 


or the fool. Whereas 8 Th 
"MEN | SECT. 
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Eraſmus i is much Jane by Grotins and 
| Kara Pope. His charafter. 


185 Wind Eraſmus was the moſt 
amiable of men. One that wrote 
ſo much in a hurry, and compoſed fo 
many folios, muſt unavoidably fall into 
ſome inadvertencies. But his principal 
point in view, was rigid morals, and 
goſpel ſimplicity. He was a learned and 
judicious commentator. A critic of un- 
common ſagacity, and equal candour. 
Had a ſingular talent in diſcerning ſpu- 
rious from genuine writings, and there- 
by deprived popery of many of her ſtrong 
holds. An impoſtor could ſeldom eſcape 
his notice. And, if found, he was ſure 
to clap a mark upon him, and to draw 
him in his proper colours. And I be- 
lieve it is the honeſt and open critic, that 
gives ſuch offence to the founder, and 


order, of jeſuits, and to the favourers 
of 


Jang knave. Eraſmus would compli- 


Ls 
of that order.—The jeſuit Petavius gives 
us an edition of Epiphanius, and the life 
of that ſaint, written by the Gulliver of 
the time, without a cenſure. Eraſmus 
would honeſtly. have informed his reader, 
chat the wretch was an impoſtor, and a 


ment no Father, at the expence of truth, 
would lie for no party, nor wauld de- 
fend orthodoxy atſelf, with church ſaints, 
by half ſentences, and detached ſcraps: of 
holy writ miſerably perverted. | He ſaw 
the errors of popery, laughed at them 
himſelf; and expoſed them to the laugh- 
ter of others; wiſhed ſucceſs to a reform- 
ation, but would rather have had it car- 
ried on, not by a packt jury of merce- 
nary tools, ſubject to the Pope, convened 
by him, hampered by oaths, and having 
their eyes blinded by bribes poſſeſſed or 
expected: But by a reference to about 
fifty or an hundred perſons, remarkable 
for an holy life, ſingular learning, and 
impartial judgment. Peaceable and: god 
5 man 


(9) 
man! Where dwelt theſe hundred men? 
or who ſhould: chuſe them Pal} Is it natural 
to men, to receive the truth with the 
love thereof? no errors of importance 
would then ever have arifen amongft 
them. No need, in any age, would 


piety, order, virtue, and peace, would 
have been perpetual and univerſal. The 
above project therefore was but a cheme- 
Men have toe tender a regard for 
thats prejudices, to give them up to the 
management of others. 1 


* 


Grotius e 22 be ſnewed the way to 
a true reformation, never ſuffering him- 
{elf ro be enſlaved by. diſputable . queſti- 
ons, nor by the ceremonies of either Par- 
ty. I think myſelf happy, that at this 
diltarice, I can in n ſome meaſure compre- 
hend bis virtue.” 


And true it is, that diſputable queſti- 
ons, and idle ceremonies, have occaſioned 
x | moſt 


| there have been ef a reformation ; but 


moſt corruptions in religion, and ſet the 
world at variance. Eraſmus knew what 
was right. And ſo did ſome of the re- 
formers, who likewiſe knew what people 
would bear. And, to obtain liberty, — 
To emerge into day-light, out of bon- 
dage worſe than Egyptian; and darkneſs 
greater than did overſpread that land, is 
a noble acquiſition. —To worſhip the 
God of my life in public, with a ſafe 
e a and without fear; is an in- 
eſtimable bleſſing; and is ſo thought by 
all deprived of it. Bur from the farce 
of popery, to goſpel ſimplicity, was a 
ſtep too large to be taken at once. So 
that tolerable fooleries were wiſely re- 
tained, as they gave power to throw off 
intolerable impieties; whereas your aim- 
ers at perfection, ruined themſelves, and 
injured their cauſe. The wiſdom of the 
ſerpent is as faultleſs, as the innocence 
of the dove is commendable. Chriſt let 
in light as his hearers could bear it. 
Paul fed babes with milk. Cranmer 
1  . had 


( 49' ) 


had much of that ſpirit. Nor was Hen- 
ry without it. Party makes Henry the 
very eſſence of impetuoſity and violence. 
Examine particulars, you will ſeldom find I 
a prince of more patience, or ſo cool a 
temper. - 


_ Eraſmus was not more the favourite 
of Grotius, than of Pope, who ſome- 
times had a mind to vindicate his cha- 
rater, from railing monks, and ſenſeleſs 
bigots of his own party. I wiſh he had. 
Not that Eraſmus wants an apology : 
But his adverſaries want modeſty. And 
Pope had abilities to expoſe them to con- | 
tempt and ſhame. Mean while, this my | 
mite is offered to the manes of that beſt 
of writers and of men, to. obviate the 
foul abuſe of a late factor for Rome, 
in a fulſome panegyric, upon an ungrate- 
ful traitor and rebellious prieſt, Cardinal 
Pole. Of which canting hypocrite, 1 
ſhall have occaſion to take notice more 
than once. And whole true character. I 
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fhall give you, in ſhort, from a moſt re- 
ſpectable cotemporary author that knew 
im well. —As cardinals, bleſſed be God, 


not altogether, the words of the ſaid C ar- 
— 3 late hiſtorian, $5, 
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are a fort of exotic, -or unknown plant, 
in this kingdom, I ſhall give my Engliſh 
reader a deſcription of them, in almoſt, 


. * 7 
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E 3, E c T. XIII. e 
Cardinal, and the erred college aum. ; 


\R OM the m of: chat Wk faint 
Pope Gregory the great, it appears, 
aha the term cardinal was aſeribed to 
every ſettled miniſter of a church, was 
he biſhop, prieſt, or deacon : But is now 
appropriated to certain pariſhes in Rome. 
They are not obliged to reſidence, nor 
can the number exceed ſeventy. They 
are a ſort of council to the Pope. And 
all together are called the ſacred college. 
They are choſen out of all popiſh coun- 
tries. Princes recommend, the Pope a- 
lone conſtitutes. An eccleſiaſtic, active, 
politic, intriguing; in favour with his 
prince, as pimp or prime miniſter ; of 
capacity to head a faction, maſſacre, or 
rebellion, mad againſt hereticks, without 
bowels, without all feeling of every ten- 
der paſſion, ſuch are perfectly qualified 
for that office. Not that literature is 

. * any 


any bar to 2 man, provided he be one 
that will lie for the truth, with compe- 
tent gravity and an unbluſhing face. I 
mention not the being a male favourite 
to a Pope, a Pope's baſtard, or brother 
to an whore of his holineſs, as certain 
means to gain admiſſion into the ſacred 
college. | 


heſe cardinals ſwear to be faithful 
and obedient to the church of Rome. 
—To help and defend the popedom a- 
gainſt all men. — To conſerve, defend, 
augment, and promote the rights, ho- 
nours, privileges and authority of the 
Pope, and his ſucceſſors. — And to re- 
ſiſt and perſecute, to their power, he- 
reticks and ſchiſmaticks. By this means, 
is the court of Rome acquainted with 
the views of all the popiſh courts in 
Europe, and ingages the ableſt heads in 


her ſervice. And, what ſeems to pro- 
miſe perpetuity to this execrable tyran- 
ny is, it is their intereſt to ſupport it. 

T he 


LE 
The Pope is elected by them, and is 
one of them. Each has his chance. 
And who would not ſupport that throne, 
himſelf may fill in three days? * But 
there is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, 
nor counſel. againſt the Lord.” By a 
poor apoſtate Monk was this cunningly 
deviſed building ſhattered, and by the 
blaſt of God will it nn at His * 
l time. 


To ſet fools agape, a Pope and coun- 
eil were fo well imployed, as to diſtin- 
guiſh them by a ſcarlet hat. Another 
Pope extended that colour to their o- 
ther garments, Though at certain ſea- 
fons, they wear violet or pale red. The 
flowing eaſe, and ſhape of the upper 
robes, are equally graceful and majeſtic. 
And admirably repreſent the woman, 
arrayed in purple and ſcarlet colour, 
drunken with the blood of ſaints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus. 


3 Should 


"$28 
Should you and I, beholding this gau« 
dy troop, imagine them a ſynod of kings ? 
Should we not rather believe them a ſet 
of hypocrites? i. e. players, richly ha- 
bited, juſt going to begin, This I am 
ſure of, we ſhould perceive no reſem- 
blance between them and the carpenter, 
iſhermen, tent- maker, and publican.. 


bo * 
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4 | bull of excommuntcation rows a» 1 = 
Henry,. but not publiſhed. He ſuppreſſes 

all religious houſes under £ 200 a year. 
The infamous behaviour "_ their mn 
nnn. 150 90 149 


HE N it was heard at Rome, 

that More and Fiſher were ex- 
ecuted, the Pope drew up a bull of ex- 
communication againſt Henry, which 

| yet was not publiſhed till above two 
years after. However it ſoon. came to 
_— s knowledge. 


| In times of pure ignorance, the Pope's 
curſe had direful effects.— Pardons, in- 
dulgencies, the road to hell and purga- 
tory obſtructed, and heaven open to all, 
that would execute his orders! — Who 
would not bear the croſs upon his gar- 
ment, and kill, raviſh and deſtroy, with 
ſuch rewards in view? 
D141 14 
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Henry, apprehenſive of what might 
happen; and conſidering how little fo- 
reign allies were to be depended on, and 
that his ſupport muſt be derived from 
his own people; knowing alſo that thoſe 
people were ſeduced and drawn from their 

duty and allegiance by monks and nuns, 
creatures that were burthenſome to the 
ſtate, of no uſe but to devour the fruits 
of it, of ill lives, maintainers of ſuper- 
ſtition, and by oath, intereſt and incli- 
nation, devoted to the Pope: He de- 
termined to leſſen their number. But, 

threatned by the Pope, inſulted by Pole, 
and provoked by theſe monaſtic orders, 
he ſtill kept his temper, took the beſt 
advice, and went about it with great 
deliberation. As this King had an able 
head, and an honeſt heart, it was not 
his way to bounce about prerogative, 
and inſult his n but to inform 
their underſtanding, and then — f 
you think proper, jets it be ſo.” And ſuch 


the general opinion of the honour, abi- 
lities, 


/ 


(& 
lities, integrity, and good intentions of 
this great prince, that his will was ge- 
nerally acquieſced in, as the rule of 
right, Thus it was propoſed in coun- 
cil, to ſuppreſs all the monaſteries at 
once: But upon hearing both ſides, he 
perceived ſuch a ſtep would greatly of- 
fend his people. To give them there- 
ſore a more juſt notion of monks and 
nuns, he cauſed a general viſitation of 
their houſes. The. management where- 
of he committed to Thomas lord Crom- 
wel, who appointed commiſſioners, with 
orders to carry along with them the 
concurrence of the gentry near them. 
Great complaints were made of theſe 
viſitors. We muſt allow loſers liberty 
to complain. But as the neighbouring 
gentry concurred with them: — As their 
report was publiſhed, and in a catho- 
lick kingdom, and which report, when 
read, influenced both houſes. readily to. 


ſuppreſs all monaſteries under two hun- 
— ＋ | e dred. 


fred” pounds a year: " is reaſonable- 
to think the repreſentation fair, how 
black ſoever may appear the character 
of the religious. General complaints 
are of little regard. Few go to the 
gallows, without heavy complaints of 
judge, jury, witneſſes, and proſecutors. 


„ The Abbot of Langden in Kent 
was found in bed with a where, who 
went in the habit of a lay brother. In 
the ſame ftate was found the Prior of 
the croſſed friars in London, and at 
noon day. Great factions and cruelties 
were, found in ſome of theſe houſes. 
But the lewdneſs of confeſſors of nun- 
neries. — The great corruptions among 
them, whole houſes being . found al- 
moſt all with child. — The diſſolute- 
neſs of abbots, and the other monks 
and friars, not only with harlots, but 
married women. Their unnatural luſts 
and other brutiſh practices, are not fit 
> to 


( 59 9 | 
to be ſpoken of. The greateſt part of 
this report is. loſt, Only a report of 
one hundred and forty.four houſes is 
yet extant, which contains abominations. 
equal to any in Sodom (S). 


(5) Burnet, 


SECT. XV. 
Queen Catharine dies. Hier character. 
Ne 536 died Catharine, late wife of 
1 the two royal brothers Arthur and 
Henry. Who ſeems to have been one 
of your good ſort of women.—A com- 
mendable houſewife, that would ſew a- 
mongſt her maidens. Devout in her 
way, yet content with five hundred 
maſſes for her ſoul, Whereas the mo- 
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ther of Lewis XIV. thought it ſafeſt and 
| beſt, to leave pay for ten thouſand of 

them for herſelf. Solemn, obſtinate, pee- 

viſh, not tempting nor tempted. Henry 
was tenderly affected at her death, and 

ſhed tears. Fond he had been of her in 

his youth, and always treated her with 


. 


reſpect. : 
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Queen aids Bollen beheaded. Her dying ſpeech 
and charafter. n marries Jane ne 
N OT long did Ante Bollen W f 
her rival Catharine. She miſcarri- 
ed of a dead ſon, which made Henry fear 
God was not pleaſed with the marriage. 
Perhaps his delicacy was affected, as her 
head certainly was by vapours, or fits of 
the mother. He, at the ſame time, was 
in love with Jane Seymour. The popiſh 
party hated Anne, as a favourer of the 
reformation and fupplanter of Catharine. 
Ihe was affable, chearful, gay, coquetiffi. 
Tales were carried. And * to the jealous, 
trifles, light as air, are confirmations 
ſtrong as proofs of holy writ.” She was 
therefore ſuddenly feized, ſent to the 
tower, and accuſed of criminal commerce 
with four others beſides her brother. The 


evidence was, the declaration of a dead 


woman, but whether forged or real is not 
known ; 
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known ; nor is it certain, ht: Smeton 


the muſician confeſſed guilt or not: The 
reſt. moſt certainly denied the charge to 


the laſt. Againſt her brother, nothing 


was alledged, but that he was ſeen lean- 


ed by none of them. Was tried only by 


rwenty-ſix peers, though there were 
fifty-ſix in the kingdom. Were they a 
ſelect band at known enmity to her and 
| her principles * ? Or would they do what 
they thought would pleaſe? Or was the 
king unwilling the infamy of his family 
ſhould be too particularly ſearched into 


and. divulged ? ? The poor man was, al- 


moſt beſides himſelf, and with reaſon. 
Had he endured a ſeven. years ſervitude 


to obtain her, and at the expence of a 

million, with infinite abuſe? Had he 
raiſed her from a private ſtation to the 
fiſt, throne in, Europe, to introduce a 
ſpurious iſſue, to give occaſion for joy 
and triumph to his inveterate enemies, 


ing upon her bed; yet they were all con- 
demned and executed. She was confront- 


and 


— — 


— —ͤ—eZ5 
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7 to yield an endleſs topic for judg- 
ment-mongers to deſcant upon? All 
things conſidered, one can hardly con- 
eeive a cafe more diftreſsfal than his: 


In ſuch an exceſs of anguiſh, no other 
way ſeems left to recover the under- 


ſtanding, but that which he took, of 


the faireſt work of the creation. Which 
he did the very day after Anne was 
executed, by marrying Jane Seymour. 


And that charmer greatly foothed his 
paſſion, compoſed his diſtracted mind, 


brought him to himſelf, and in due 
time, bleſſed him with the lovelieſt boy 
upon earth, an undoubted heir to his 
crown, Who ſucceeded him by the 


name of Edward VI. But the mother 
was no more. Not ripped up, as 


ſhameleſs calumny reports. For ſhe was 


ſafely delivered, but died in a few days 
after, much beloved, and greatly re- 


n by her wy al conſort. 


How- 


CF 
| | However innocent queen Anne Bollen 
was, the King doubtleſs believed her 
guilty. What motives her judges had 
to confirm him in that belief, is not in 
our power to find out. For though 
„ he had caſt his affection on Jane 
Seymour, yet, whether this alone was 
ſufficient to procure Anne's death, may 
be doubted in this prince. For I do 
not find him bloody, but where law 
or pretexts. drawn from it, countenanc- 
os his action,“ ſaith lord Herbert. 


And though vid in his own 
mind of her guilt, and full of rage, diſ- 
dain, indignation and reſentment ; yet 
he did not aſſaſſinate, did not poiſon, 
but left her to the judgment of twenty- 
| ſix of the prime nobility, at the head 
of which was Norfolk, her uncle. A 
right honourable jury ſurely ! yet, pro- 
bable it is, that party, under the name 
of religion, induced them to condemn 
the innocent, againſt their better know- 

* ä ledge. 
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| 1e This farther is to be aid in 
Henry's 8 praiſe, that though enraged 
almoſt to madneſs againſt the: mother, 
yet her little daughter Elizabeth retained 
his favour and affection, and continued 
to be educated at court, in the politeſt 
manner. 5 
This unfortunate queen, by the fa- 
ther's ſide, deſcended from the earls of 
Ormond : by the mother's, from the 
| houſe of Norfolk, Of ſingular beauty 
from her childhood, Her parents, be- 
ſides the ordinary part of virtuous edu- 
cation, had her taught in muſic, to 
dance and ſing, inſomuch that when 
ſhe compoſed her hands to play, and 
voice to ſing, it was joined with that 
ſweetneſs of countenance, that three 
harmonies concurre d. | 
Lying father Sanders traduces her 
from the cradle to the grave, and 
makes her, and with equal truth, even 
| as 


„ 
as deſectire in beauty as in virtue. But 
Herbert ſays, © ſhe N had lived, 
as well in the French court as this, with 
the reputation of a virtugus lady.” Her 
dying ſpeech IS. ſingularly modeſt and 
OW 


0 Friends and good chriſtian peo- 


ple, Iam here in your preſence to ſuffer 
death, whereto I acknowledge myſelf 
adjudged: by the laws; how juſtly 1 
will not ſay, ſor I intend not an accuſa- 


don of any one. J beſeech the Al- 


mighty to preſerve his majeſty my to 
reign over you. A more gentle, 
mild prince never ſwayed ſceptre ; his 
bounty and clemency towards me, I am 
fare hath. been eſpecial. If any one in- 
tend an inquiſitive ſurvey of my actions, 
L intreat him to judge favourably. of me, 
and not raſhly to admit of any hard 
cenſorious coneeit. And ſo I bid the 
world farewell, | beſeeching you. to com- 
1 your prayers to God. Tothee; 
O Lord, 


[CS 
© Lord; do 1 commend my foul.” Then 
kneeling down, ſhe inceffantly* repeated: 
thoſe words. © Chriſt have mercy on my 
ſoul. Lord Jeſus receive my ſoul;“ 
till the executioner ſmote off her head. 


And thus ended the queen, lament- 
ed by many, both as ſhe was deſirous to 
advance learned men; and was a great 
alms-giver. Inſomuch as ſhe is ſaid, 
in three quarters of a year, to have be- 
ſtowed foutteen or fifteen thouſand : 
pounds in this kind, beſides money 
intended by her, cowards raiſing. a. 
ſtock for mw artificers, 


Tiens is à letter to the King from 
the tower, ſtill extant in the Cotton 
Library, as written by her own hand, 
inſerted in No. 397 of the Spectator, 
which. can hardly fail to give uncom- 
mon emotion to every humane breaſt.. 
Perhaps the King never ſaw it. It was 
found in. Cromwel's. ſtudy. Its being 
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in a ene ſtrain from her other com- 
poſitions, is no evidence againſt its be- 
ing genuine. Her circumſtances and 
temper were different to what. they had 
ever been, which have great influence 
over our ſtyle and manner of ex- 
prefiion. 


Godwin imputes her fall, © in a 


great meaſure, to the treacherous ca- 
lumnies of the malicious popelings. ', 


And indeed they haye had no regard 


to truth or probability. Even upon 
the ſcaffold they repreſented her in a 


rage, and vauntingly ſaying to the peo- 
ple, rejoicing at her calamity, ſhe 


would die their queen in ſpite of them: 
and then direct our view to the admi- 


red Catharine. Whereas ſhe was be- 
headed in the tower, "all ſtrangers were 
turned out, and none but a Ro” cour- 


ders, And city magiſtrates preſent. | 


SECT. 
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"SECT. XVII. 


The - aid not PIE WHAT Th in Am" s 
Charafer, nor in that of Henry or bis 
* miniſters. Bed men inſtruments of good. 
Inſtances. ee ee os | 


UT: to blacken | heretics, gives 
eaſe in the ſpleen, yields all the 
pleaſure of revenge, and greatly merits, | 
as being one of the beſt apologies for 
their catholic religion, as if none but 
the abandoned could deſert it. But 
ſuppoſing this queen as profligate, as 
the moſt. impudent malice can paint 
her: we are no further concerned in 
her character, than as common juſtice 
obliges us to vindicate injured inno- 
cence; as we by no means allow our 
faith to ſtand in the wiſdom of men, 
but in the power of God. So that 
Pole's trumpeter yields but an empty 
ſound, when he ſays, No inſtances 
can be given, of the Supreme Being 

5 _ 
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Tevealing truths. unknown to 


or reclaiming from degeneracy, by ſuch 
as Henry, and his miniſters.“ This 
mighty puffer has forgot, J ſuppoſe, 


that the furious Jehu burnt images, 


broke down the houſe of Baal, made it 
a draught houſe, and deſtroyed Baal 
out of Iſrael, yet departed not from 
the ſins of Jeroboam : 2 Kings x. 
Were none but the perfect. employed in 


erecting the tabernacle ? Was holy Con- 


Nantine clear from the blood of his 


_ wife's father, his ſiſter's huſband, his 
wife, and his ſon? Did not the brave, 


voluptuous, ignorant, and orthodox, 
Theodoſius murder ſix or ſeven thou- 
ſand, perhaps double that number, 
without judge or jury, only for in- 
ſalting a ſorry ſtatue? Had David no 
faults, who yet eſtabliſhed the Jewiſh 
church according to the divine will, 


perhaps on that account alone, called 
the man after God's own heart? Did 


not Solomon build the temple, yet the 
| | moſt 


all ages, 


* 


„ 

moſt ungrateful, wicked, wiſeſt fool we 
know? Was not the holy catholic, 
apoſtolic, roman religion, preſerved 
in the kingdoms wherein it is preſerv- 
ed, by perfidy, maſſacres, and inqui- 
ſition? Have the pretended vicars of 
| Chriſt been men of unexceptionable 
characters? Have they had the bow- 
els, the compaſſion of other men? 
Would an unchained devil have wrought 
more deſtruction upon earth, than St. 
Dominick, and an whole bead role ef 
thoſe vicars have wrought ? even Judas 
taught the truth: And Balaam was 'a 
true prophet. Admitting then that 

Henry, and his miniſters, were 8 
veloped in all that blackneſs and dark- 
neſs, aſcribed to them by the moſt foul- 
mouthed, furious, and implacable of 
men, ſtill might they remain qualified 
to waſh a dirty face, or point ont the 
corruptions of popery. But little, if 
at all, concerned is the reformation in 
the real character of Henry or his mi- 


niſters. 


FE - 
ee Truth is truth from what. 
ever mouth it proceeds. But they were 


none of us. As far as they went, is 
merit confeſſed in an adverſary. The 


Pope's power was aboliſhed,, and mo- 


naſteries thrown down, by a king, 
lords, commons, biſhops, - that were 
papiſts. A common nuſance were they, 
that ſtunk in the noſtrils of their own 
people, too offenſive to be borne any 
longer. Henry, ſaith the illuſtri- 
ous Thuanus, richly endowed with 
every gift of nature, aſſumed the ſu- 
premacy, but altered no point of doc- 
trine; and learned and good, for the 

moſt part, were the biſnops made by 
him.“ As to. truths unknown to all 
ages, we affirm not ſuch to be revealed 
to Henry or his miniſters, or to any of 
our reformers. But that they adhered 
to truths revealed in ſcripture, and. re- 
jected their e adac, intro- 


duced byz ef. 
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SECT: XVIII. 


Cnfetivions not incliendhly Papiſts greet 
Butch robbers.” ; 


H E ane Wenn bse 
with his uſual truth and confi- 
dence, avers, that * All religions, 
natural and revealed, true and falſe, 
have conſtantly ſuppoſed conſecrations 
made to the Supreme Being, to be of 
a real and perpetual nature.” Does he 
not know, that the Jews had orders, 
to deſtroy all places and things con- 
ſecrated by the Gentiles. — That the 
Chaldeans and Romans burnt the tem- 
ple at Jeruſalem. — That the Chriſ- 
tians, as "ſoon as in their power, ſecu- 
larized and deſtroyed things conſecrat- 
ed by the Heathen. — And to men- 
tion no more, that Lewis XIV. de- 
moliſhed thouſands of the proteſtant 
churches, which-undoubtedly were con- 
ſecrated to the Supreme Being, and to 

e E - 4+ 


him only. Whereas monaſteries, are 
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dulently perverted from their rightful 
chievous people, upon that abſurd, 
ing dead folks from pains, they do not 


they cannot -deliver them. So that 


ill- fame, the conſequence will be only 
this, That what was got by fraud, was 


back, went under the devil's elly 


fuch tremendous- ſacrilege ? yet true it 


tical _ and n to the valdd 


{349 
houſes with large eſtates annexed, frau- 
heirs, to maintain a ſet of idle, mil. 
and ridiculous condition, of deliver- 
feel, or if they do feel, from which 
granting king and parliament to have 


no right to -fupprets * thoſe houſes of 


loſt by violence: or, in more homely 
phraſe, what came over che Git 


But who wand not grieve, mould the 
vicars of Chriſt themſelves be guilty of 


is, that pope Clement VII. gave the 
Spaniards licence to alienate eccleſiaſ- 


of 


LE 
of fig hundred thouſand erdwns. (a 


Pole's ' patron, Pope Paul III. gave 
Charles a moiety of one years revenue of 
the benefices in Spain, with power to 
alienate one hundred thouſand crowns- 
worth of church lands, (p) and. for 
ſo pious a purpoſe, as to enable him to 
go to war with the German proteſtants. 
Clement V. alſo had the whole order 
of Templers ſeized, racked to a con- 
feſſion of moſt horrid crimes, fifry- 
feven of them burnt at Paris, the reſt 
impriſoned, their eſtates given to the 
knights of Malta, or reſerved by 
their reſpective kings, to their own 
uſe.— Clement VII. gave cardinal Wolſey 
leave to ſuppreſs forty convents, to build 
and endow his two colleges. —And the 
faid cardinal Wolſey had an intent to 
ſuppreſs all of them, though far enough 
removed from any reſpect for proteſtants. 
It was n. his intent to viſit them, 


(e) Herbert. (s) Rapin, 


1 
in order to bring to light their hidden 
works of darkneſs. So that Henry only 
executed, what that able cardinal, and 
worthy member of the ſacred . ; 
i! % 1948 

And indeed, were matters fairly look: 
5 into, it would appear, that proteſ- 
tants alone, did not rob the church, but 
that the grand pillagers were papiſts 
themſelves. The firſt reformers com- 
plain bitterly of the epidemic ſin of 
ſacrilege. Thoſe good men came in 
for none of the plunder: they drew 
away indeed the peoples affection from | 
the popiſh clergy, and thereby, as it 
were, tied their hands behind them, and 
gave their nobility and gentry an oppor- 
tunity to ſtrip them, and then to recover 
thoſe eſtates, of which their ſilly an- 
ceſtors had been defrauded. N ay, even 
popiſh biſhops, abbots, &c.. had their 
hands as deep in the mire as any others, 
Seeing a different people likely to ſucceed 
them, . they endeavoured. to leave them 

as 


C 
as poor as poſſible. So rapacious, for 
inſtance, were they in Scotland, as 
not to leave above three or four thou- 
ſand pounds a year, for the ſupport 
and maintenance of the whole nation- 
al church. . M1 


/ 
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"JE GK. XIX. 


e eee of religious houſes n 
eee to Papiſts 1 Dices, 


z 


U T a it "REN te were 
a provifion for younger children.” 
Better is it for them, and for the __ 
that they ſhould be put to trades, t 
merchandize, or- agriculture. As de- 
wiſe as St. Paul ordains, for the 
younger women to marry, bear children, 
guide the houſe, and give none occaſion 
of reproach.” Lord Cromwel uſed to 
ſay, he only reſtored monks and nuns. 
to their firſt inſtitution of being lay and 
labouring people: and as to auſterity 
and ſtrictneſs of life, to which they 
pretended, they might keep that, in 
any condition. But they were hoſ- 
pitable to noblemen and gentlemen.” 
Theſe needed not their hoſpitality, - The 
beſt place is home. — *©* Kept an old 
ſervant or two of their founder* > family, 
* | 


. 
paid for the eldeſt ſon's knighthood, 
and. fortuned the eldeſt daughter,” —Im- 
portant things truly ! id populus curet 
ſcilieet.. Had their anceſtor been in 
his ſenſes, would he have fooled a- 
way an eſtate, that might have for- 
tuned all his poſterity ? -—- © Near 
three *hundred halls, and private ſchools 
in Oxford, ſupplied with ſtudents, 
from them.” — Hence the neceſſity 
of fraud, impoſition, and a corrupt 
religion, to maintain ſuch a troop in 
idleneſs. Thus one chantry at Coven- 
try maintained no leſs than ſix prieſts, 
whoſe only buſineſs was to celebrate 
maſs, that is, to worſhip and eat a piece 
of bread, and drink wine, with much 
whimſical action, and ſome good, and 
ſome bad words interſperſed, and all 
this for the repoſe of the ſouls of the 
king's anceſtors. — Lord! what is man 
that can teach or believe a whim-wham 
ſo much below contempt ! But the fi- 
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niſhing ſtroke i is, — 60 They gave alms, 
ſo as to ſupercede Poor s rates, which 


now 'annually amount to eight hun- 
dred thouſand pounds.“ The caſe is 


this. They gave their ſcraps at their 


gates, as others did; and the cuſtom 
then was, that the neceſſitous muſt ei- 


ther beg, or ſteal, or ſtarve. By act 


22. H. 8. cap. 12. juſtices of peace, 


mayors, bailiffs, &c. weie to inquire 
after all aged, poor, and impotent 
perſons who lved, or of neceſſity ' were 
_ compelled to live, by alms of the cha- 
rity 'of the people, and were (not to 
ſend them to be kept by monaſteries, 
but) to give them a licence under their 
hand and ſeal, to beg; limiting them to 


certain diſtricts; out of which limits, 


if they were found begging, they were 


ordered to be ſtripped to the waſte, and 


to be whipped. This was the happy 


caſe of the old, poor and infirm, when 
monaſteries were in their full glory; 


now as the honeſt poor knew they muſt 


— either 
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either be beggars upon. record, or ſtarye, 


this might make them more . care- 
ful in youth, tO lay up ſomething 


againſt an evil day; it would alſo. in- 


duce children to help their parents, ra- 
ther than ſee them turned a drift at 
that time of life. And the modeſt and 


reſigned, and the proud and high-mind- 


ed would ſooner pine and die, than ſub- 
mit to ſach a diſgrace. - And hence no 
poor's rates, not from monaſtic charity. 
Proteſtant humanity and benevolence in- 
troduced poor's rates, as judging it 
more becoming a chriſtian, to ſupport 
their neceſſitous ' neighbours: in their 
own cottages, rather than ſend. them a 
begging, when worn out with 48, 
want and infirmities. This admirable in- 


ſtitution is now greatly abuſed, but what 


good thing is there in this life, with- 
out its inconveniences: 2+, | 


But the e clamours and 
excuſes, of modern whifflers, whether 
Wo: 5 ca: 
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catholic, or heretic, ſhould be looked 
upon with: contempt, when we behold 
'cotemporaries, of the beft family, for- 
tune and underſtanding, who knew 
ele houſes well; and manner of 
them, (tke prejudices of whoſe eduea- 
tion mult be ſtrong in their favour, and 
who continued zealous members of the 
"Roman church, yet) confidering them 
as common nuifances, - that ought to 
_ no longer. The King ſpeaks full 
the purpoſe, in his anfwer to the 

A oy rebels that they were ſup- 
preſſed by law, and the heads of them 
had, under their hands, confeſſed ſuch 
horrid ſcandals, that _ were a re- 
pProach to the nation; and ſince in 
many of them, there were not above 
four, and that they waſted their rents in 
riotous living, it was much better to 
apply them to the common good of 
the nation, than to leave 5 in ſuch 


n ne * 5 
The 


(p) Burnet 


4 
The ſenſible part of mankind knew 
the ill effects of them long before 


Henry VIII. and eagerly preſſed their 


demolition. In 1403 the commons in 
a body, ſet. forth to Henry IV. That 


the clergy poſſeſſed a third part of the 


lands of the kingdom. — That their 
riches made them neglect their duty, 
and that the leſſening them would be 
a double advantage to the ſtate and 


church.” — Another houſe of commons 
in ge, ſet forth, to the ſame king, 


that the clergy made an ill uſe of their 
riches. — That their revenues were ex- 


ceſſive. — That ſo many eſtates might 


be ſeized, as would. provide for one 
hundred and fifty earls, fifteen hundred 
barons, {ſix thouſand: two hundred 
knights, and one hundred hoſpitals : 


By which means the kingdom's ſafety 


would be better provided for; the poor 


better maintained; and the clergy more 
attached to their duty.“ The ſame bu- 


ſineſs was again urged, by another 
houſe 


1 . 
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houſe of co: nmons, in 1414, to Henry 
V. who added to the proviſions above- 


mentioned, © that twenty thouſand pounds 
might be brought into the King's trea- 
fare. And that beſides the forefaid 
ſum, divers religious houſes polſeſſed 
as many temporalities, as would main- 
tain fifteen ROUTINE prieſts and clerks.” 


pray obſerve, that this enormous ſa- 
crilege was intendec by an houſe of 
commons, not packt, not penſioned, 
not influenced by a court, not poiſon- 
ed with hereſy ; but was the free act 
and deed, of a ſer of the moſt burning 
catholics, | that were ever aſſe nbled in 
this kingdom. To them was holy 
| church indebted for that falutary law, 
e that all magiſtrates ſhould: take an oath 
to employ their power, to extirpate he- 
retics; and that whoever read the ſcrip- ; 

tures in Engliſh, ſhould forfeit lands, 

chattels, goods, and life, and be con- 


demned as heretics to God, enemies to 
i _ the 


. 

the crown, and traitors to the kingdom; 
that they ſhould not have the benefit of 
ſanctuary; and if they continued ob- 
ſtinate, or relapſed after pardon, they 
ſhould firſt be hanged for treaſon a- 

gainſt the king; and then burned for- 

hereſy againſt God.” For my part, 1 
am under no ſort of doubt, but that 
the French catholic parliaments at this 
time, would make as free with religious 
houſes, as the Engliſh catholic parlia- 
ments did in the ſixteenth century, had 
Lewis XV. the ſame capacity and cou- 
rage to ſupport them, as Henry VIII. 
was endued with. They muſt be 
very ignorant, or endued with the true 
ſpirit of faction, that can believe here- 
tics to be the only robbers of churches. 
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SECT. XX. 


5 Henry! s wiſe and pious intentions oof 490. 
ing of the incomes. of religious bouſes, Jruf- 
trated by faction and rebellion. 


HE nd to the bill for: erec- 
ting new biſhopricks fets forth, 
that the ill lives of thoſe called re- 
ligious, made it neceſſary to change 
their houſes to better uſes, to teach the 
word of God, —inſtructing children, and 
educating clerks, — relieving old infirm - 
people, —endowing of readers, for Greek; 
Latin, and Hebrew, — mending high- 
ways, — and bettering the condition of 
patiſh prieſts.— And Henry's intenti- 
ons were upright, and for the good of 
his people: But the nation was too 
full of ſuch incendiaries as Pole, to ſuf- 
fer him to bring them into execution. 
Even GEORGE III. a prince ſo truly 
virtuous, fo perfectly well diſpoſed, that 
would gladly eaſe his people of every 
burden, 


(%) 


| burden, yet finds it expedient to | be at 
the annual expence of three or four 
hundred pounds, to keep a ſorry 
ſcribbler from fouling his fingers; to- 
reſtrain a knave, from ſetting fools a 


madding. 


All monaſteries under two hundred 
pounds a year being ſuppreſſed, — their 
heads penſioned, — their members ſent 
into the larger monaſteries, — or ha- 
ving their liberty with forty ſhillings, 
and a gown, — according to their re- 
ſpective choice (not racked and burnt, 
like the poor Templers, ſuppreſſed by 
authority of the Pope.) Rome, and 
her emiſſaries, monks, prieſts, and bi- 
gots, ſo inflamed the people, that twen- 
ty thouſand of them roſe in Lincoln- 
ſhire. But the King ſending them ſe- 
cret aſſurances of mercy, they returned 
to their own homes. At the ſame time 
forty thouſand were got together in 
1 who called their march the 


pigri- 


* «8 p 

; <f 
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_ pilgrimage of grace ; and had in their 
banners, and on their ſleeves, the ave 
wounds of Chriſt. 


What dignity was there i in this prince, 
how amazing his authority! Here are 
forty thouſand in arms, fired with a 
religious zeal, conducted by an able 
commander. Henry ſent againſt them 
only five thouſand, and thoſe papiſts, 
headed by Norfolk, a hearty well-wiſh- 
er to the rebels and their cauſe, he 
| ſends withall to them a general pardon. 

Theſe likewiſe willingly lay hold of it, 
and all that the clergy and their other 
chiefs could do, had no other effect, 
but to keep ſo many of them together, 
as to make them forfeit that pardon. 
But after a few ſkirmiſhes they were 
entirely diſperſed, their ringleaders ex- 
ecuted, and all was quiet. 


This apparent diſaffection, and the 
expence it put him to, 9 Hen- 
8 


(%) 


ry's good deſigns. However he endo- 
ed ſix new biſhopricks, and ſeveral col- 


legiate churches; appointed five hun- 


dred and fifty pounds a year in ſeveral 
cathedrals for the poor, and about four 
hundred pounds for the highways 3 
founded Chriſt - Church hoſpital, . and 
built divers forts on the ſea coaſts, 
which remain to this day. And tho' 
all colleges in general were given him 
by act of parliament, yet ſo far was 
he from meddling with any of thoſe 
in our two univerſities, that Trinity in 
Cambridge, and Chriſt Church in Ox- 
ford own him for their founder. And as 
he generouſly accepted of none of them, 
when they were all legally preſented to 
him; common juſtice ought to acknow- 
ledge this great, this magnanimous he- 
ro, to be the munificent founder of the 
whole. But to preſerve the public peace, 
to render the cauſe of monaſteries hope- 
leſs, and to prevent any future return 
of thoſe caterpillers, he obliged ſome 
biſhops 


{ 99 ) 

biſhops to exchange their antient do- 
mains for abbey lands, and. diſtributed, 
or ſold, at an eaſy rate, a large part 

of them to the great and powerful, in 
order to make it their intereſt to co- 
operate with bim, and to maintain, con- 
firm, and eſtabliſn, the happy changes 
made by him, Had the tenth part of 
this immenſe wealth fallen into the 
hands of ſome of his applauded ſueceſ- 
ſors, we had at this day, been as ſenſe- 
leſs bigots as the Portugueſe, and more 


; abject * than thoſe of ber. 


— 
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SECT. xxl. | 


Henry determines to ſuppreſs all of 1 
Expoſes their impoſtures. Inſtances of them. 


JENRY. convinced, that the re- 
11 ligiops were a people, whom no 
oaths could bind, unalterable in their 
attachments to the Pope, reſtleſs in 
their attempts to excite a rebellion, and 
that there was no end or meaſures of 
their railing and calumnies againſt him, 
determined not to leave a monaſtery in 
the kingdom. Bur knowing that the 
pretended and falſe miracles of prieſts, 
bad ſeduced many ignorant people, to 
a ſyperſtitious obedience to the Romiſh 
ce, and reverence of monaſteries; hg 
reſolved to detect as many of them as 
he could. For divers were ſo cunning- 
ly repreſented, as to have kept their 
credit for ſome ages, the manner of thoſe 
times being, that if a man was reſtor- 
G to bealth upon a Pilgrimage, or ob- 
tained 


( 7 
tained any thing he defired upon T 
vow to ſome faint, never to ſtudy any 
other cauſe”. | 


„ And here out of our eure, I fall 
mention ſome of the images and relicks, 
faith Herbert, to which the Pilgrimages 
of thoſe times brought devotion and 

nah. £0 5 


Our Lady 8 irdle Wen in eleven 

places; and her milk in eight. The 
bell of St. Guthlack, and the belt of 
St. Thomas at Lancaſter,” both reme- 
dies: for the head-ache. The pen-knife 
and books of St. Thomas at Canter- 

| bury, and a piece of his ſhirt, much 
reverenced by big-bellied women. (What 


inſolent prophaneſs ! Do you not ob- 
ferve the arch leer upon the raſcal's face 
that ſhews it, upon ſeeing the pretty 
filly creatures devoutly kiſſing the nau- 
ſeous rag?) The coals that roaſted .St. 


Laurence z two or three heads of St. 
| Urſula; 


tk 


Vrfala; Malchus's ear; the parings of 


St. Edmund's nails; n the image of an 


angel with one wing, which brought N 


here the ſpear's head that pierced Chriſt's 
ſde; an image of our Lady, with a 


taper in her hand, which burnt nine 
years together without waſting, till one 


forſwearing himſelf thereon, it went out; 
and was now found to be but a piece of 
wood; two notable. trumperies more, I 
cannot omit, one, the rood of grace, at 
Beezly in Kent, made up with divers 
wires, to turn the eyes, and move the 
lips, was ſhewed at Paul's Croſs, by 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and pulled in 
pieces. The other was at Hales in Glou- 
ceſterſnire; where the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, brought .from Jeruſalem, being 
kept, as was confirmed, for divers ages, 
had drawn many great offerings to it, 
from remote places. And it was ſaid 
to have this property, that a man in 
mortal ſin, not abſolved, could not ſee 


it, otherwiſe he coulde Every one there- 
org on” . fo 


r 
fore that came to Bhehold this miracle, con- 
feſſed himſelf firſt to a prieft there, and 
then offering ſomething upon the altar, 
was directed to the chappel, where the 


relick was ſhewed ; ; the prieſt who con- 
feſſed him, mean while, retiring to the 
back of the aid chappel, | and putting 
forth upon the altar a cabinet or ta- 
bernacle of chryſtal, which, being thick 
on one ſide, that nothing could be ſeen, 
through it, but on the other ſide thin 
and tranſparent, they uſed diverſiy. If 

a rich and devout man entered, they 
ſhewed the thick ſide, till he had paid 
for as many maſſes, and given as large 
alms, as they thought fit; after which, 

to his great joy, they permitted him to 
fee the thin ſide, and the blood, which 
proved to be the blood of a duck, eve- 
ry. week renewed, by two prieſts, who 
kept. the ſecret between them. (And 
ſuch thy boaſted miracles, O Rome!) 
Befides theſe, the images of our Lay 


of Walſingham, Penriſe, Ilington, a 
b St. 


CT WF 
St. John cl Ofulſton, hd was ſaid to 


ſhut up the devil in a 
publicly burnt. And by this means, the 
monaſteries grew infamous, and the peo- 
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e. 6 f Fncerity. "and tlemiency « compared. with / | 


Lewis XIV. and Charles II. _ The num- 


ver of theſe houſes. | E heir revenues, ac- 


5 cording to Herbert, and Hame, 


"+1 


One ſays, they were one hundred and 


thirty. five, thouſand five hundred and 
twenty two pounds ; the higheſt account. 
I have | met with is, one hundred, and 
ſixty one thouſand pounds. The num- 
5 ber of thoſe under two hundred pounds 
a year, Was three hundred and, ſey 


fix. Great ones in Englagd ahd W 


— 


and Ik innocence. "The Abbots KY 


St. Alban? s and Tewkeſbury had four 
ed 


A "yg" to the preciſe aündel rents of 
. theſe. "monaſteries, authors differ. 


Ba les, 
were above ſeven hundred, "In. the {mall 
ones, ſaith Burnet, were, ten thouſand 
2 The E ongz muſt contain 


(on) 


kundred marks a year. The Abbot 
of St. Edmondſbury had five hundred 
marks. The inferior governors had 
ſome thirty, twenty, or ten pounds 
penſion. And the monks had gene- 
rally fix pounds or eight marks a- 
piece. The nuns had four pounds. 
Let us allot them one wich another 
ſix pounds a- piece. Forty thouſand: 
multiplied by, ſix, amounts to two 
hundred and forty thouſand. Here 
then is about one hundred thouſand 
pounds to be paid annually, more than 
the annual rents amount to. This we 
will ſuppoſe muſt be raiſed out of the 
fines as they became due. Let it be con- 
ſidered that the loweſt of theſe pen- 
hons, as money now goes, was worth 
above forty pounds a year. The high- 
eſt was above two thouſand: That all 
theſe penſioners were maids and batche- 
lors, and had therefore no families to 
provide for; and that theſe penſions alto- 
gether at this day, would amount an- 
F. +» . 


Wowly: to above two millions and 4 aha 
| ferlin: "46 s ESL 1-44 51 5 "617 2 ; 3a 


| gers; money at twelve per cent; and then 
for, and perhaps you will be convin- 
well as cireumſtances would permit. 


er as is repreſented; and that avarice 
was not his ſole motive for demolith- 


tion, to aſſert the independency of his 
erown and We to expel fraud, 
church tyranny, and ſuperſtition, and 
to open a way for the return of antient 
truths, and primitive chriſtianity, were 
views worthy the honeſt, open, diſcern- 
banal EN ſoul of- Henry,” 


(98 ) 


: Conſider the precarious title; the in- 
cumbrances; the clamour about ſacri- 
lege; the croaking of judgment- mon- 
caleulate what theſe lands would fell | 
ced, that Henry diſpoſed of them, as 


That he was not ſo great a ſquander- 


monuments * ancient dal. * 


T. enen we means of cont awe 


But 


Can) 
But permit me; to direct your. view 
to monaſtic penſioners, with * to . 
reſide where they pleaſed, and to diſ- 
poſe of themſelves as they thought fit, 
with an allowance, which would at this 
day, amount annually, to two millions 
and an half ſterling: Generous prince 
The greateſt, the beſt, the moſt tru- 
ly ſerviceably to his country, of all the 
Kings of England, from Alfred the 
great, to William III. Did Lewis le 
grand treat his Proteſtant clergy thus ? 
after he had pulled down their churches, 
were they not obliged to ſtarve in foreign 
countries, or be hanged in their own ? 
Did our Charles II. ſhew ſuck: favour 
to thoſe unhappy men, who could not 
ſubmit to the Act of Uniformity? Were 
they not ſent away pennyleſs with their 
numerous families; and, leſt their old 
friends and acquaintance ſhould admi- 
niſter relief, not ſuffered to live with- 
in five miles of their uſual abode, or 
of any corporation? — But I and my 
friends felt it not: A reſtleſs faction 
F 2 met 
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2 to above two millions and E half 


. | Conſider the procurtend Une che in- 
cumbrances ; the clamour about ſacri- 
lege; the croaking of judgment- mon- 
gers; money at tvelve per cent; and then 
caleulate what theſe lands would ſell 
for, and perhaps you will be convin- 
ced, that Henry diſpoſed of them, as 
well as circumſtances would permit. 
That he was not ſo great a- ſquander- 
er as is repreſented; and that avarice 
was not his ſole motive for demolith- 
ing thoſe houſes of — thoſe 
monuments of antient N 


Ws ae the means of 3 hn 
tion, to aſſert the independency of his 
crown and kingdom, to expel fraud, 
church tyranny, and ſuperſtition, and 
to open a way for the return of antient 
truths, and primitive chriſtianity, were 
views worthy the honeſt, open, diſcern- 


| ing, intrepid ſoul of Henry. 
But 


4199) 


But permit me to direct your... view 
to monaſtic penſioners, with liberty te- 
reſide where they pleaſed, and to diſ- 
poſe of themſelves. as they thought fit, 
with an allowance, which would at this 
day, amount annually, to two millions 
and an half ſterling: Generous prince! 
The greateſt, the beſt, the moſt tru- 
ly ſerviceably to his country, of all the 
Kings of England, from Alfred the 

great, to William III. Did Lewis le 
grand treat his Proteſtant clergy thus ? 
after he had pulled down their churches, 
were they not obliged to ſtarve in foreign 
countries, or be hanged in their own ? 
Did our Charles II. ſhew ſuck: favour 
to thoſe unhappy men, who could not 
ſubmit to the Act of Uniformity? Were 
they not ſent away pennyleſs with their 
numerous families; and, leſt their old 
friends and -acquaintance ſhould admi- 
niſter relief, not ſuffered to live with- 
in five miles of their uſual abode, or 
of any corporation ? — But I and my 
friends felt it not: A reſtleſs faction 
F 2 T2 met 
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: met. with their deſerts, —And j gra t good, 
and Jukt were their oppfeſi fors. — Bren 
our Mary, whoſe very ubſtance ſeems 
to have been a lamp of clay kneaded 
in blood, is yet handed down to pot oſ 
terity, as the moſt e and beſt. of 


44 17 


women z 3 and 25 Pole, died ſirteen hours 
after 1 2 if bis {ecretary. ſcan does 
not. lie, ſhe was, attended him into 
the ſeats of the bleſſed. Toe right 
and wrong; good and evil are vague 
terms, that derive their diſtinct. mean- 


ing _ party only. 


But not to aſcribe to Henry more 
merit than is due to him, theſe mona- 
ſeries were really worth much more 
than they ſeemed to be. For the cuſtom 
of the church was, not to raiſe their 
rents, but to exact large fines, at the 
renewal of their leaſes. Suppoſing then 
with Burnet, that their rents were only 
the tenth part of their value, they muſt 
in the whole, amount to a million and 

an 
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an half, ; taking one year with node A 
ain de er 'of the Kingdom, Hume 
tell us, was then reckoned worth three 
millions yearly. So that Herbert's ob- 
ſervation is juſt, that the monaſte- 
ries were the third | or fourth part of 
the reyenũes of tlie land. g Thou gh the 
faid MP” Hume Wal. with bis uſual 
confidence, chat they were not the” twen⸗ 
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Remarks 0 Hume. ; This fraud or er- 
rors in n to the Supremacy. 


H UME may be 1 no enthuſiaſt. But 
there are other prejudices incident 
to mortals, which Hume is not exempt 
from. Dum ſtulli vitant vitia in contraria 
currunt. i. e. Whilſt fools ſhun one vice, 
they run into its oppoſite. Now fools 
are of two ſorts: One a fool of parts, 
the other without any: One of no un- 
. the other of a depraved 
one, The judicious reader will conſi- 
| Wy his diminiſhing the value of abbey 
lands, and the number of the murder 
ed in the Iriſh maſſacree. His no po- 
piſh plot, and ſhameful abuſe of that 
great and able patriot Shaftſbury. His 
aſcribing virtues to his royal country- 
men they never had, palliating faults, 
and concealing matters of importance. 
And, if ſomething. like truth. appears, 
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his loading men and things with epi- 
thets, to pervert the judgment, and lead 
into error. He, and his friend Hyde, 
have a peculiar knack that way. — An 
iniquitous practice, diſdained by Greek 
and Roman hiſtorians, and which none 
but Baronius, and ſuch wretched ooh 
ro faction ever fell into. big 


Bur what evident! y proves that Hume 
has only made an exchange of preju- 
dice,. and. that with as little judgment, 
as the Lycian chief in Homer, who 
changed armour. of gold for that of 
braſs, is, his falſe and truly catholic 
aſſertion, that the ſupremacy is a 
vlitical opinion, in no wiſe affecting 
the King's temporal right.” 1. ſuppoſe 
he means, the Pope might be ſupreme 
in ſpi rituals, without prejudice to the 
King in. temporals. But is Hume per- 
Aly acquainted with the diſtinct pro- 
vince of ſpirituals and remporals © ? Can 
he aſſign ſuch boundaries to them, as 


King and Pope ſhall acquieſce in? 
F 4 SE C6 
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kater, ee with Henry I. "ER 
ed. © Canonized. _ Declared © a n. 
rebel, and bis” Prin- 91 Ha 

2: 72505 11619?  Troignh 
VH Eicher [Juſtice een to 
1 — Henry II. that clergymen 
had committed above one-hundred mur- 
ers in his reign; for which facts not 
ond as pühtmed Id much as with de- 
Sradatlön. And he King's courts had 
nothing to do with them, unleſs guilty 
of a fecond murder. A layman mur! 
derb inorher and is hanged; 2 prieſt 
murdefs another and becomes a lay- 
l Fönderful privilege - Is mur- 
"der 2. ſpftitual or temporal affair P 15 
8 not the King's Tight, is it not his 
duty to redreſs the injured, and to pu- 
niſh the evil doer? Does not that ca- 
non o bull “that no clergyman ſhould 
pay aid” or ſubſidy to any temporal ma- 


3 without che Pope's licence,” 
| affect 


(das 


affect the King s temporal right? Two 
ſupremacies in one ſtate, are things not 
eaſy o be conceived, are a govern» 
ment within a government, and lay peo- 
ple under the;.neceſlity . of ſerving two 
maſters, whoſe intereſt ſeldom coincide. 
« Under, God, our univerſal Lords aid 
Archbiſhop Winchel ea to Edward 14 we 
haye two other lords, a ſpiritual lord 
the Pope, and a temporal lord the King. 
And though we be to obey both, yet ra- 
ther the ſpiritual lord, than, a: tem- 
poral.“ 4 TIM Dn 


This impious claim of ſcreening mur- 
derous eccleſiaſtics from deſerved pu- 
niſhment, occaſioned the quarrel between 
Henry II. and Thomas Becket. yy 
prieſt in Worceſterfhire,, debauched a 
farmer's daughter and murdered her fa- 
ther. Henry inſiſted. vpon the villain? 8 
being given up to the law : Becket, or- 
dered him to be kept in the biſhop's 
Þriſon.— Another prieſt for murder, Was 


Fs” ſuſ- 


ſaſpended. and. en 57 Becket for 
one year. Henry expoſtulated with him 


for puniſhing ſo lightly a capital offen- 
der. Becket replied, An eccleſiaſtic 
'ought not to be put to death for any 
offence; that he would never allow the 


"clergy ſhould be tried in any but eccle- 
ſiaſtical courts. If they were there con- 
demned to be degraded, and afterwards 


they committed any crime, the King 8 


judges mighit then puniſh as they thought 


| ä The King aſſembled the lords ſpi- 


ritual and temporal, complained of this 


If. 
— . 


| abuſe, and propoſed a regulation. of ſe. 


: veral particulars, whereof one Was, that 


' al clergymen, charged with capital 


WP 


1 crimes, ſhould be tried in the King's 


543 


courts. The temporal lords readily a- 
greed, and Becket gave his conſent. He 
had them afterwards confirmed by a par- 
liament at Clarendon: Here again Bec- 
ket complied, ſome ſay ſi igned, ſome ſay 
| feared, to them. Henry, had a mind 


to have them confirmed by the Pope; 
ill- 


( 287 
ill- judged expedient ! What had he to do 
with acts of parliament? ? was it not in 


effect to reſign the crown, and own. 
- himſelf a vaſlal ? Was there not a wiſe 
man amongſt them, to put the King 
in mind, that about ſeventy years be- 
fore Becket made that diſturbance, in 
the reign of William, Rufus, all the bi- 
ſhops in the realm, but one, had ſo 
great a contempt for his holineſs, that 
they judged St. Anſelni guilty of high- 
treaſon, for attempting to deprive the 
crown of ſundry royal prerogatives be- 
longing to it, viz. © That no archbiſhop- 
or biſhop of the kingdom,. ſhould be 
| ſubject to the Pope or court of Rome, 
with whom they had nothing to do. 
That none ſhould appeal to Rome in 
any caſe without the King's licence; and: 
for ſiding with the Pope, and prefer- 


ring him above his ſovercign. 
Theſe conſtitutions ar Clarendon; the 


ahh condemned as deſtructive of the 
churches 
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churches pirdvllobes, Becket-thes:aflurediof 
the Pope's' protection, grew more faucy 
and audacious, he repented of his com. 
pliance, ſuſpended himſelf; and would 
not diſcharge any epiſcopal functions, 
till abſolved from chat ſin by the Pope. 
This was ſoon done. The King has 
him proſecuted before à great coun- 
cil. He refuſed to anſwer before lay- 
men. That court conſidered him as 
guilty of perjury. He declared the peers 
had no authority to judge him, appealed 
to the Pope, and fled out of the king. 
dom in diſguiſe. The French King with 
pleaſure hears the quarrel was not likely 
to be made up, fends .himiian::offer:: of: 
refuge and protection. Thus backed by 


vould have bluſhed at Bercleet'sibeha- 
viour to his ſovereign; yet for all this, 
ſuch was the power of the clergy, the 
of the prince, he was again. ſuffered 
to return to Canterbury, where he no 
; a ſooner 


( 9 ) 
ſooner arrived, than with undiminiſhed 


pride, he throws about the thunder of 
his excommunications againſt thoſe he 


did not like. One of which, a man of 
fortune and high h -birth, 3 and an imme- 


diate vaſſal of the King's, was guilty 


of ſo damnable a ſin, as to cut off the 
tail of A horſe, that: Was. en yo 
viſions to * me 


Thaw. contents. . e 
to the devil by Thomas -a-Becket, make 
their complaints to the King. “ How 
unhappy am I, (cried he,) that amongſt 
the many numbers I maintain, not one will 
avenge the affronts. I perpetually receive 
from a wretched prieſt ! Four ofthis da- 
meſties hearing this, determide to diſpatech 
him, which they execute at the altar in the 
cathedral at Canterbury. The manner 
of his death, occaſioned / hy his. ſupport 
of thoſe flagitious privileges of the elergy, 
called the cauſe of God, contributed ſuch 
ä "One? to this ts ſhuffling, per- 
— 225 | jured 
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jured rebel, that there was not a latter 
in the court of heaven in higher favour 
or that had greater intereft in the King 
thereof than Becket. Miracles upon mi- 

racles, were wrought by him. When 
expoſed to view in the church, be- 
fore he was buried, he roſe out of 
his coffin, and lighted the candles that 
were ſet up there. And, after the fu- 
neral ſervice was over, held up his 
hand to bleſs the people. He raiſed 
alſo even beaſts from the dead, &c. 
&c. Upon ſuch miracles, well atteſt- 
ed, the. Pope could do no leſs than 
canonize him, he did ſo, and Becket 
became a ſaint, by the flile and title 
of St. Thomas of Canterbury. His al- 
tar drew more oblations than thoſe of 
Chriſt or the Virgin. In one year three 
pounds two ſhillings and ſix-pence; in 
another, not a penny, was offered at 
Chriſt's altar. In one year ſixty-three 
pounds four and ſix- pence; in another, 
four pounds one ſhilling and eight-pence, 
were offered at the Virgin . But in thoſe 
very 


| ( ths } y 
years, eight hundred thirty-two pounds 
twelve thillings and three- -pence ; and 


nine hundred ſix ixty- -four pounds ſix and: 
three: -pence were offered at Becket's al- 


tar. So that if we come to eſtimate- 


the devotion of catholicks to Becket, 
compared with that to Chriſt, the ex- 
ceſs will be on Becketꝰ: s fide, pretty 
near the proportion of one thouſand to 
nothing. Even the Mother of God her- 
ſelf, ſtands lower than Becket, by nine 
hundred and ſixty degrees. —He had two 
holy days, and every fourth year was a 
Jubilee, and indulgence, to all that viſit- 


ed his tomb: On which occaſion, there 


were thought | to be not leſs than one 
hundred thouſand pilgrims, fifty thou- 
fand of which, in 1420. were e foreign- 
ers. N 
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Nothing ſets man in ſo deſpicable | a 
ght as ſuperſtition. The Poor crea- 
ture will not believe his hat to be a 


coach and ſix, but he believes TRANSUB= 
STANTIATION, 


; 
; 
: 
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STANTIATION,,: will, burn his ohn children 
to appeaſe the anger of his God will 
tkeave, his habitation, and. ; ramble over 
half the globe to ſee and reverence ſome 
ſacred leg; or the place where ſome 
ſtinking carcaſe has been depoſited or to 


offer up prayers, preiſe, and thanks to 
a dead ſinner, who has long been re- 


ceiving the r and reward 
110 his evil e. | 


-- 


* th votaries, 1 face friend, 
the. French King made him a viſit, and 
preſented him with a diamond, then 
thought to be the fineſt in Europe. In 
ſuch eſteem was his faintſhip, ſo nu- 

merous were the offerings made him, that 
his ſbrine became of ineſtimable value. 
But Henry VIII. made all this glory to 
ceaſe; ſtruck him out of the calender; 
had him tried and condemned as a per- 
fidious rebel ; dug up his bones, and had 

them either burnt, or mingled with other 


_ that they. might. x not be uſed to 
ſuper- 
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ſuperitious' x urpoſes ; ; Abril! in pieces 
his ſhrine, the gold of which was ſo 
heavy, that it filled two cheſts, which 
took eight men each to carry them out 
of the church: And the French dia- 
mond he had ſet in a ring, which- he 


— 


uſed 2 thumb; 7 wat 
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Inuſtrious Henry! "How "ow great 
thy ſpirit! how exempt” from ſuperſti- 
tion! How regardleſs of defamatory 

tongues! Had" that ſacrilegiovus thumb 
feſtered, had ãt moxtifſedꝭ been even ſeiz! +. 
ed by the gout, or met with awy come | 
mon diſaſter, how great the miracle / how 
great the triumph ef St. Thomas of 
Canterbury be gut that the thufb did 64 
therwiſe khr well, does nôt appeut by 

any monkiſn n hitherto N 
to light. bs, %% BUG, M 
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The Bull of ercommunication publiſhed : ful 
brief to the king of Scotland. ''The Pope's 
—— me flated.- More remarks. 

* 110145 7 
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ſet Rome in a flame; and her libels 

flew abroad. To be at war with Chriſt's 
vicar on earth, and his ſaints in heaven 

A fſacrilegious tyrant :. — A Pha- 

vach, 'Belſhazzer, . Nero, Julian, — only 

worſe than: they! The ſtile was thought 
to be Pole's. He was known to en- 
courage them, which raiſed in Henry 
mat av en his baſe behaviour merited. 

And the Pope now publiſhed his bull 

drawn up three years before. And pray 

conſider the pretenſions, and amazing 

* of that n bully. 


1. pretended; that, &« as God's vicar. 


| he had power to root out, and to de- 
ſtroy 


11 ) 
ſtroy and had authority over all the 
kings in the world : and therefore, after 
_ enamerating all the king's crimes, par- 
ticularly that of © diſturbing - Becket's 
bones; he required him to appear with- 
in ninety days at Rome, either by per- 
ſon or by proxy; and all his com- 
plices within ſixty days; and if be 
and they did not appear; he declared 
him to have fallen from his crown; 
and them from their eſtates. He 2 
the *kingdom- under an interdict, 
abſolved his fubjects from their — 8 
of allegianee: declared him and his 
complices infamous; put their children 
under incapacities, required all the 
clergy to go out of England within 
five days after the time prefiad, ſhould 
expire, leaving only ſo many as might 
ſerve to baptize children, and give 
the ſacrament to ſuch as died in peni- 
tence. He charged all his ſubjects to 
riſe in arms againſt him; and that nonę 
Would aulit bim; he abſolved all * 
from. 


( ) 


from their confederacies with kim, and 
obteſted them to have no more com- 
merce with him. Required all chriſ- 
tians to! make war on him; and to ſeize 
on the Finns, _ goods of all his 
ſubjects, and x - ſlaves of them, 
And "charg 0 "a Rake ſhops..to publiſh 1 the 
ſentence. Tit? due e and or- 
dained it to be al pl | at Rome, Tour 


27 and Dunkirk 


we i, We: 
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\ Thus did cher a. man A {fin PS ond 
exalt bimſelf above all that is called 
God, oY magiſtrates, princes and kings; 
and, through the deluſion of ſome, and 
intereſted views, of others, has he had 
1 705 enough to 0 infinite miſchief, | 


wy 977 2: 


Shed an ocean of, blood; not ek 
an two millions, fix, hundred and fifty 


A Proteſtants, have been deſtroy- 
a by popiſh perſecutions, and. maſſacres 
belies what they have cut off in France, 
Piedmont, Germany and Hungary, in 

the - late perſecution, according to the 
th: | 3 
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calculation, of the reverend Mr Robert 
* 3 8 9 11 | . 
Fleming: : On #V&l G e e 18208 
Such a ſentence after three years de- 
liberation! — Was the ſacred college 
drunk or mad aff tl that time > Is it in a 


Tie 0 gt bo: 


language becoming th ie vicar « of Chriſt, 
the "foie of” ſe Wants, or a group | of 
ancient prieſts to a ing, and ſuch : a 
King as Henry VIII. or” England.” It 
ſurely breathes the air of Tophet, and 
is deeply tinged with the foam of Bil- 
lingſgate. et che Pope's brief to 
James IV. king of Scotland, is more 
; outrageous, more inſolent, and more 
aſſuming, then even the bull itfelf, Take 
it along with yon, that this James 
was ſiſter's ſon to Henry, was nephew 
to the prince inſulted. The Pope had 
vaunted he would ſet all Chriſtendom 
againſt Henry. And the emperor faid, 
he, by the means of Scotland, would 
avenge his aunt's quarrel. To other 
n cardinal Pole was the Pope $ 
: 2 T emiſſary. 


E Diſcourſes on ſeveral ſubjects, printed 1701, 
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emiſſary. But not Curing to venture on 
this ſide the water, that impudent brief 
was ſent by another hand, Part of 
which nn 5; 5 $ 1e 1 
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755 That he rn aſſt bim agpink 
Henry. whom his conſiſtory: had pro- 
nounced an beretic, a ſchiſmatic, an 
adulterer, a public murderer, a com- 
mitter of ſacrilege; a rebel and convi& 
deſe majeſtatis (chat is, of high treaſon,) 
for that he had riſen againſt his Lord; 
and therefore that he had juſt ly depriv- 
ed him of his kingdom, and would diſpoſe 
the ſame to him and others, ſo —_ 
would _ him i in che W ee it. wad 


A ; ed, to this bull and brief, their 
deſerved attention. Give them a fecond 
reading, They comprehend the full 
idea of that ſupremacy Aboliſhed by 
Henry VIII. not as painted by heretical 
pravity, but as defined ew cathedra by 
thay head of the: chureh - infallible; con- 
8 
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med by his conſiſtory, detreed by the 
whole ſacred college. The King of Eng+ 


land, you ſee, in Romiſh eſtimation, 


is 4 ſubject, feodatory, vaſſal to their 
high. prieſt: And that Henry having 
been guilty of rebellion or high treaſon, 
liege Lord ; his fee, i- et his kingdom 


was forfeited, the crown no longer his, 


and his ſubje ts as ſlaves to a traiterous 


ſlave, were to become the property of 
the captors. Is not this impudence in 


the extteam? Is it not a claim moſt in- 


Jurious, and ſuch as ſhould raife indig 
nation and reſentment in the breaſt of 


every true Engliſnman; Let the impar- 


tial judge, whether the community had 
not a right to enact by law, that an 
endeavour to promote ſo unrighteous 
a claim, ſhould be a capital offence: 
and whether the King was unjuſt or 


crue}, in executing ſuch a law, or ſuf- 
fering ſuch miſcreants to receive their 


reward on a ſcaffold, or at the gallows. 
Had 


E 5 N , : : 
4 20 2 ? * jy * * 
7 I c 3 5 ” 
* o 
# 
— 
2 4 
1 20. 
. 


4134 Hume an 3 idea of the 
besen F Had he any idea of it at 
all? when he tells his reader, It is a 
political opinion, in no wiſe affecting 
the King's temporal right.” — Highly 
criminal the hiſtorian, who knowingly 
compliments a party, at the expence of 
truth. — Hume is a pleaſing writer, 
dictates magiſterially, retards not his 
reader with dull reaſoning, his ſtyle 
animated, harmonious, well proportion - 
ed, his maſter Bolingbroke all over.— 
For light ſummer's reading, Hume : 
For reaſon, candor, truth, Rapin.— 
Not but Hume knows the arts of rea- 
ſoning, has a head formed for metaphy- 
ſicks, can paralogize, and be as dull as 
common writers. His eſſays prove it. 
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None dare to attack: Henry, Ge. te een 
bimſelf neither an heretic nor ſchiſmatic, 
h bis zeal” for ibe Torporal preſence! 
Reflections. Lambert tried, condemned, : 
burnt- for ſuppoſed errors concerning that 


article. . Dey s en at "_ Y 


trial. £ . 


IEN R Y's courage and capacity 
.. were known. It was ſeen. 
that his clergy, if not hearty in his in- 
tereſt, were yet afraid to join the ad- 
verſary, and that his people in gene- 
ral eſteemed and reverenced him. His 
neighbour. princes, therefore. thought it 
the ſafeſt way, not to accept the fair 
inheritance, offered by their holy father; 
as there was no coming at it, but through 
the * 8 mouth. 


It Kin been fir ages, one of the dif- 
honeſt arts of Rome, her councils, and 
C2 G Pp 
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| partizans, to aſcribe ſuch tenets to their 
adverſaries, as will render them odious; 
without regard to truth or probability 
Thus, Wickliff, held that God ought 
to obey the devil,“ ſaith the council of 
Conſtance. Henry was a virulent Lu- 
theran,” ſays Onuphrius; a ſchiſ- 
matic and heretic,” ſaith the Pope and 
his conſiſtory. Whereas, in truth, what 
Henry had at heart, was the ſuprema- 
cy. In other reſpects he was (till a 
zealous adherent to the ancient ſyperſti- 
tion, particularly in that amazing cha- 
racteriſtic of it, tranſubſtantiation, of which 
he gave a flagrant: proof in the caſe of 
unhappy Lambert, who, by an intem- 
perate zeal, yielded Henry an oppor- 
tunity, of ſhewing his people the ma- 
lignity, calumny, and falſhood of their. 
holy father, and his own firm adhe- 
rence to their catholic church. - 


Dr. Taylor preached upon the cor- 
_ — in Lambert s hearing, 
Who 
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who drew up reaſons. againſt. it, and 
gave them to Taylor, which. he com- 
municated to Barns, a man zealous for 
ſuch a preſence. | By them was he brought 
before Cranmer, who would fain have 
had him retract. He refuſed, and appeal- 
ed to the King. Two filly geeſe fall 
out they know not why, and make 
the fox their umpire, Can ”Þ gueſs 
the a ? | 


How have truths revealed. from hea- 
ven been perverted by human devices ? 
— A morſel of bread and a draught 
of wine, — after ſupper, —in a great 
chamber or common room,—in a pri- 
vate family, — to be received in memory 
of a moſt momentous event. Can you 
conceive a ceremony more eaſy, cheap, 
 Intelligible ?—Had it been ſo continu- 
ed. as to time, place, miniſters; in obe- 
dience to expreſs command by ſupreme 
authority, would the chriſtian world have 
ever been in arms, raviſhing, murder- 

G 2 ing, 
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Ing, burning each other, about prieſts, 
altars, ſacrifices, tranſubſtantiation, con- 
ſubſtantiation, corporal or real preſence, 
maſſes, obits, - anniverſaries, purgatory? 
But Jews and Gentiles had been uſed 
to ſacrifices: And when converted, a ſa. 
crifice they would have, over and be. 
ſides that, which God had in mercy 
provided for us; which, „once offer. 
ed, hath perfected for ever, them that 

are ſanctified. — When Popes, fathers 
and councils, ſhall univerſally fall into 
juſt contempt ; when in matters of 're- 
ligion, men will call no one father up- 
on earth, having one Father which is 
in heaven; ;, Sen they will' not ad- 
mit of any other maſter, instructor, 07 
guide, but whom he hath ſent, who i 

not only the Author, but the a 
of our faith: : hen, will truth, 2 
peace, and love, and unity flouriſh. << — 
the kingdoms of this world, will become 
the Kingdoms | of t the Lord and of his 


Chin j 
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Chriſt ; and he ſhall at for. ever and 


erer * * 4 1 6. 

Lambert's appeal was received by the 
King; who reſolved, on this occaſion, 
to manifeſt to the world, how he ſtood 
affected in religion. He. therefore ſum - 
moned as many biſhops and peers as 
could conveniently be preſent; and erec- 
ted ſcaffolds in Weſtminſter-hall. Lam- 
bert being brought. to the bar, Day, 
Bilhop ofa Wincheſter, by the King's 
appointment, made an oration, in which 
he lays, 


« The tyranny of the court of Rome 
had been troubleſome to the King's pre- 
deceſſors, but to him intolerable; and 
therefore had he ſhaken it off.— That 
religion might no longer patronize idle - 
neſs, he had expelled monks, which 
were -NO other but drones in the bee- 
hive, — He had taken away the idola- 
trous worſhip of images, and had per- 

G 3 mitted 
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mitted to his ſubje&s the reading Bode 

Word, hitherto prohibited by che church 
of Rome, leſt their wiles and couenage 
ſhould be diſcovered, &c.” 


Such the chives 40 truth, chiva even he 
devil himſelf is ſometimes obliged to utter 
it. Day, a popiſh biſhop, of ſuch zra 
as to be deprived of his biſhoprick by 
Edward, and to be reſtored en 
ſpake this, before popiſh bifnops, aai 
before popith lords, in Weltminſter-hatl 
filled with papiſts, aſſembled at that 
very time to condemn to the flames 4 
learned and zealous De. 


1 . r 


Poor W wor up the eber, 
with no leſs than ten of the ab'eſ 
men of that age, of which the King 
was one: Who, in concluſion, aſked 
if he was not convinced, and whether 
ne would live or die? He perſiſted 
in his opinion, ſentence was paſfed up- 


on him by Cromwerl, and he was burnt in 
| _ 
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amithfield. There was not fire enough 
to conſume him ſuddenly, fo that he 
was alive when his .legs and thighs 
were burnt AWAY. | He bore that in- 
conceivable pain with patience, crying 
out, none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt.” 
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King immenſe applauſe. Though at en- 
mity with the Pope, he was a friend to the 
Romiſt religion, and d evidenced not only 
the will, but the abilities to maintain 
it: * He was indeed the defender of the 
faith, as well as head of the church,” 
Such the compliments paſſed upon him, 
and ſuch the ſentiments of the popiſh 
party, that is of the bulk af bis eo: 
ple, 
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| hes EN xxvn. 


| - 1B be — enafted. An 7 fi 
=: | that, and for Henry's facritege. I. 
ambiguous nature. 4 e 


HE King elate, with the Wer 
he made in the late controverſy; 
- . | and the content thereby given to his 
> catholic ſubjects, calls a parliament; one 
Part or f whofe bufinefs Was to ſuppreſs 
new. opinions. Upon which: Nortolk, 
in concert with Biſhop Gardiner, pro. 
poſes the ſix articles, commonly called 
che bloody ſtatute; Y againſt. which Cran- 
mer argued three days, with great ſtrength 
and equal modeſty, but without effed; 
the act was paſſed. Some fay the King 
| was not for it, but ſurprized into it by 
politic Gardiner. He had an unalter- 
able eſteem for Cranmer, and ſeeing 
him intirely averſe to it, deſired he would 
retire whilſt the votes were paſſing; Cran- 


mer humbly deſired to tay to give his 
— 
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dient, as his conſcience dictated, and 
did ſo. He feared he had thereby loſt 
his majeſty's . favour, and was under 
much concern: But Henry let him know | 
he was not offended, and ordered him 
to ſend him in writing, the arguments 
he had uſed againſt OO et 7 


Henry was indeed worthy of a a crown. 
Was not afraid of truth, always kept 
both ears open. | Determined. upon good 
advice. And then for perſeverance | he 
hardly ever had his equal. A temper 
ſo candid, ſincere, receptive of truth, 1 
doubt not, had heaven continued his life 
a little longer, would have led him to 
a perfect reformation. 5 


— 
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This bloody ſtatute, or wh. with fix x 
ſtrings, enacted tranſubſtantiation. Com- 
munion in one kind. —Celibacy 'of the 
clergy, —That vows of chaſtity ſhould 


be a Private maſſe e auricu- 
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Yar confeon. To ſpeak or write againſt 
the firſt was burning, from which' even 
abjuration could not fave. Every fac- 
tion knows its own weakneſs. If there 
be an abfurdity more than common; 
a lie that may be felt, it is preſſed with 
the utmoſt vehemency, and guarded by 
all the terrors of this world, and of that 
which is to come. And indeed, hot 
without reafon. For furely it would be 
no ſmall art, impudence, or force, that 
could introduce a belief, that a turn 

pike road was no road, bur only the 
ſpecies or appearance of a road, the 
fubſtance being changed into * * * * 6. 

A caſe exactly parallel with the holy 
daoctrine of tranſubſtantiation; he who 
hath ſaid, © This 1s my body ;” hath 
alſo ſaid, in words as operons? and 
expreſs, „J am the way.“ To dif- 
pute againſt the other five articles was 
WW . 
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This whip with ſix {ſtrings hung over 
the heads of us poor hereticks with aw- 
ful aſpect, and is net to be mentioned 
without deteftatiom and horror. Whereas, 
in catkolick eſtimation, it was à molt | 
blefled act, nor was Henry's. conſent· 
ing to it, inferior in merit to his great 
performance again Luther. Aad a mil- 
lion of us factious raſcals been ruined, | 
murdered,..or expelled by at, what loads 
of panegyricks. had been made upon 
Henry! pious would he have been as 
Philip Il. beloved as Francis 1. and great 
as that immortal man, Lewis XIV; who, 
to his other mighty atchievemonts, deli- 
vered his country: from hereſy. | 


1 


Whoever will do Henry juſtice, muſt 
think with temper, and conſider cir- 
cumſtances. At variance with the head 
of the church, xcommunicated, and depo- 
fed by an infallible authority; his. kingdom 
under an interdict; diſcontented monks, 
_ and you diſperſed into every 
corner 


about religion, — ſunk in authority, 


ple ignorant, bred in the groſſeſt ſu- 
perſtition, ſpirited up by. perſons of the 


trotting from one to the other, carry- 
or invent, and puſhing them on with 
fords. — Thus circumſtanced; his own 
ſecurity, as well as the kingdom's peace, 


dinary conceſſions. Now this whip with 


(: "ys. Þ 
corner of ir the clergy n 


affected in their freeholds.— The peo- 


higheſt birth, largeſt eſtates, and ableſt 
heads; not an ally upon earth he could 
confide in; the Pope, the French King, 
— the King of Scots, - the Emperor, who 
was alſo King of Spain, watching an 
opportunity to attack him; and Pole 


ing them every tale he could. pick up 


all the flowers of Cicero, and all the 
ſpiritual artillery, that the vatican af. 


required he ſhould make ſome extraor- 


ſix ſtrings, prepared for the backs of 
hereticks, ſatisfied his people their re- 
ligion was in no danger, and thereby 


retained their eſteem and good will, in 
which 


(Co mg 


* which, under God, lay all his ſtrengthz, 
all his ſupport. Tet this very ſtatute, 
bloody as it was, put heretics upon a 
better footing than they were before 
the reign of this prince. It delivered 
men not up to the. cruelty of eceleſiaſ- 
tical courts, or the trials . ey officio, but 
to be tried by jurics. It was rather 
deſigned to quiet the ſufpicions of one 
party, and to repreſs the immoderate 
heat of ſome of the other, than to be 
put in execution. Some indeed ſuffered 
by it: and Henry made a mighty buſtle 
as if none ſhould eſcape, but he open- 
ed the priſon doors, and diſmiſſed ſeveral 
without a trial. This tremendous ſcourge 
however was what, in a great meaſure; 
deprived this excellent prince of every 

proteſtant advocate; many of them like- 
viſe, with much wrath and equal in- 
gratitude, - join the common cry of <* ſa- 
crilege ! ſacrilege !” But rail not without 
reaſon: Take a ſecond view; and * 
alide your party ſ * 


Impro- 
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 Impropriations are no ; creatures of 
Hoary! s, but derive their being from 
him, who, with. boundleſs impudence, 
pretends to be the head of the church, 
and vicar of Chriſt; who in oppaſi 
tion to the will and intention of | the 

human ahd divine, wickedly plun 
dered one third of the pariſhes in Eng- 
land, to enrich an idle, ſuperſtitious, 
ignorant and miſchievous ſet of tool 
of his, called monks and nuns. Theſt 
tools were patrons to thoſe plundered 
churches, in which themſelues tang. 
maſs or ſent others in their ſtead, call 
ed vicars. So that had Henry reſtor- 
ed impropriated tithes to the churches 
they had been taken from, it would 
have been only putting chem in truſt, 
Till what was called his Tyranny, was 
overpaſt; for the future uſe af à ver- 
min, which this truly patriot king in- 
tended ſhould breed no more, to the 
end that his country might de emixe· 
| Jy 


1 
ſy freed from the plague of them for 
ever; it would have been offering them 
likewiſe to people that durſt not boyd 
fide accept, that could not keep, that 
muſt return them, when commanded 
dy their maſter at Rome: would have 
been throwing” wealth and power, into 
the hands of inveterate' enemies, to be 
immediately turned againſt himſelf: 
would, in ſhort, have been contrary to 
the firſt law of nature, ſelf-preferva- 
tion; and againft every rule of pru- 


dence and of common n ſenſe. 


And then 0 to abby lands or mo- 
naſtic eftates, real or perſonal, exclu- 
ive of tithes, what ri right can a pro- 
teſtant clergy have to them? The con- 
ditions upoh which that right was found- 
ed, being of ſuch a nature, that a fin- 
cere proteſtant cannot come into. They 
were to pray to dead ſinners, for them 
to pray to God, to give caſe to Their 


dead founders hs or to deliver them 
| | from 
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from * direful. plagues of- Purgatory. 4 
and for the ſame wiſe purpoſes, were 
they to offer daily, the holy ſacrifice 
of the maſs; that is, they were to 
Aacrifice God to himſelf; or to ſpeak. 
in a manner more correct, were to offer 
one perſon of God ro another perſon of 
God; or to ſpeak in a manner ſtill more 
intelligible, they were to eat, what has 
all the properties of bread, and yet i 
not bread; and to drink, what has al 
the properties of wine, and yet is not 
wine, in remembrance, and to the re- 
lief of, their dead benefactors. Now 
all theſe, to every ſenſible proteſtant, 
appear to be practices diſhoneſt, uſeleſs, 
impious, profane. The condition thus 
unperformed, render the covenant void. 
The work not done, no wages become due. 
But as theſe eſtates were alienated from 
their original proprietors; were often 
the fruits of iniquity to theſe proprie- 
tors; and were left by, or rather 
they were tricked out of them, to un- 
_- juſtifiable purpoſes : the legiſlature 4 
W 


( wp) 
nell to ſeize; and the king had a right 
0 diſpoſe of them as he thought good, | 


without incurring: the ee A's of 
lacr:lege. MH 44604; £ 


ae What is ſacrilege? Why, 
a perverting to common uſe, things ap- 
propriated to the ſervice of God, pro- 
vided, none but our party did, or could 
poſſeſs them. Lewis XIV. demoliſhed 
al! the proteſtant churches in France 3 
and catholicks look upon it as one of 
the chief glories - of chat reign. — In 
queen Anne's days, were pulled down 
many of the ' houſes of God in this 
land, that belonged. to proteſtant dif- 
ſenters. What merit - thence to the 
actors, and joy to all true friends of 
the church! A: ſet of men of ſerious 
and grave deportment, of blameleſs 
lives, having the power of godlineſs, 
as far as human eye could diſcern, 
without denying the form thereof, en- 
tered into a ſort. of confederacy, and 


raiſed 


.t ws 


raiſed a fand to purchaſe i impropriatibm 
in order to reſtore them to the church. 
But pious Laud, and the. bleſſed» king 
Charles J. finding them to be a. gang 
of puritanical raſcals, put a flop to 55 
defign, chuſing rather chat improp 
tions ſhould continue here they were, 
than the church ſhould be obliged io 
ſuch fellows. The royal martyr Pied 
the fund, and honeſtly turned it to his 
own uſe. And without doubt, Laud, 
Heylin, Collier, Swift, and ſuch ge- 
nuine ſons of the church, would have 
been highly pleaſed, if not a groat 
had been left to any church in Britain, 
was a proteſtant diſſenter of any kind, 
to come into the poſſeſſion of it. Aud 
how highly ſhould J admire, reverente; 
eſteem and love, her 2pgfolic ant cht 
imperial, cut holir, and | faithful mie · 
ſties, and the moſt chriſtian king, wee 
they endued with the grace and my 
of  ſacrilege, in an equal degree with 
our _ defender of whe faith, - An 


would 


_( 89 ) 
mould, like him, blow up their mona» 
teries, unkennel their religious, deprive 
their church and. clergy of two thirds 
of their wealth, and diſpoſe of it, as 
he did, into ſuch hands as are able to 
krep it. If a proteſtanc clergy. would not 
thankfally accept the remaining third, 
they ſhoulcl have no praiſe of mine, but 
| ſhould think them unworthy the name 
of proteſtant or chriſtian. —— | 


au 3 are the gleanings yet 
gniſs, in this kingdom, were they 

but righteouſly diſtributed. Let there 

be encouragement. for men of births 
karning and genius. Let the biſhops 
enjoy their thouſands ; dignitaries their. 
hundreds; fellows. and heads of colleges _ 
their allotted portions: But der them be 
odly biſhaps, dignitaries, fellows and 
heads of colleges. Let every ſingle 
church, however endowed, have its 
peculiar. incumbent, and be entirely. 
ad indiſpenſably incompatible with any 
other | 


1 


other income from the church, of what- 
ever denomination. Thereby the ſuc. 
ceſſion in colleges would be thrice a8 
quick, and thrice the number of per- 
ſons would be aſſiſted in their educ. 
tion; intereſt would aiſo make tutors 
qualify themſelves better, and take mote 
church, would always have one ready 
and at leiſure, . to perform the dutes 
of. it. — What! would I have a man 
fixed to a living of ten p 


bounds a year ? 
es. Till he can get a better. If it 
is not worth. your acceptance, let it 
alone. Another may be glad of it, 
Should neceſſity oblige him to teach 
ſchool, a double advantage thence to 
the neighbourhood. If he behaved well, 
there are charms in a virtuous poverty 
that would procure him friends. In 
ſhort, was the legiſlature abſolutely to 
prohibit pluralities of every kind, it 
would do more real ſerviee to religion, 
and even to the church and clergy in 
2 5 | Ns 
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general, than was it to procure a ref- 
eyer been ene of. Eb FRE 


Having thus 8 thar facrilege, 
lke the chamælion, changeth colour 
according to its ſituation; and in its 
different aſpects, in the language of 
men, becomes a virtue and a vice; 
and that in Henry, it was an act of 
neceſſary pi udence, and a virtue ſu- 
bime and exemplary. And having 


in my ene 
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titution of all the eee they Have 


. "> 7g Rh ED 9 LOGO; Ws = l 
OY” „ — wears AAS — oY Ie Oe ene —— > 


* 
P ˙¹¹ A IR WP ²˙ w ̃ .üm e p]]“—. Yr IIs ne gy yo 


thrown i in an incidental hint, of the un- 
righteous | diſpoſal of the remainder of 
ſuch his ſacrilege, reſpecling reſidence 
and pluralities, an hint impertinent, 
offenſive, ineffectual. I now proceed : 
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| 3 S8 E. . g XXVIII. ICT : i 
Queen Fane Seymour dies. Henry marrim 
Anne of Cleves. Divorces her before” 
conſummation. An apology. A rofl. 


lion. N 


— 


E N R * favikg loſt his „100 
1 and much loved queen, Jane 
Seymour, whom he had always found 
diſcreet, humble, and loyal, eonfinu- 
ed a widower above two years. $e- 
veral offers had heen made Him; but 
reaſons of ſtate fixed him to lady Anne, 
 fifter to the duke of Cleves, and to 
the wife of the duke of Saxony, 2 

great beauty both by report, and ber 
picture, by Hans Holbein. His am- 
baſſador Dr. Wootton, honeſtly ſent 
word, that ſhe could write and read 
in her own language, and ſew well, 
but as to muſick, in which the king 
delighted, it was not the manner of 
the country to learn it. — at firſt 
| ſight 
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ght ſwore they- had ſent him a F lin- 
ders mare. But as ſhe was come into 
England, whether his good nature 
yould not permit him to affront her 
by a refuſal; or Werler in his criti- 
cal eircumſtances, he | judged it dan- 
gerous to diſoblige | the German pro- 
ſtant princes, her relations, he un- 
happily married her. But by ill ſmells, 
and doubts of her virginity, he was ſo 
diſguſted, char he neither had, nor 
indeed was able to. conſummate. The 


parliament pitying his unhappy, caſe; 


addreſs him to have his marriage tried. 


He conſents to have it referred to the 


convocation. As there had been ſome- 
thing of a pre- contract of marriage, 
between her and the prince of Lorrain; 
Henry had married her againſt the 
conſent of his will, had never conſum- 
mated, and it was for the public good 
he ſhould have more children, both 
houſes of convocation annulled the 
marriage, and both houſes of parlia- 
ment confirmed their ſentence. 


It 
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It may further, be ſaid, in mitigation 
of this decree, , by the unanimous- con- 
ſent of parliament and convocation, 
that ſhe alſo conſented to it, and re- 
ceived an honourable amends: by a 
princely | eſtabliſhment ; and divorces 


had often been granted at Rome, upon 


pretences much more frivolous. That 
Rome is endowed with a power, - which 


the whole legiſlature of. . a Country, 
is not endowed with, is a notion, it 
is pity any ſtate ſhould give into, 
as it has no foundation in nature, 
reaſon or revelation. But . ſhould yon 
call vs to the rigour of the goſpel, 


conſider: No reſpe&t on one ſide, an 


invincible averſion on the other; mu- 
tual conſent, an ample compenſation: 
How much leſs criminal this 
than even to ſeperate an honeſt- pri 


£43: 


from his wife. Both of warm gon 


plexions, with children | and 
procal ! : 3 how many thouſands, of 


ſuch, whom God had joined together, 
have 


" Ms 'S 


have Popes put aſunger 7 2 Above ten 
mouſand, it is ſaid, ſuffered this way, 
in the ſhort reign of Queen Mary, 
under chat impious inſtrument of theirs, 
cardinal Pole. To ſo iniquitous a prac- 
tice, and to all ſuch” ſcraps of fathers 
ind councils, as are brought in defence 
of it, I oppoſe. the apoſtle's ſingle de- 
daration, that marriage is honour- 
ible in all.” Heb. xiii.” 3. And, *with- 
out diſmay, would face an army of 
ſuch * feeble * adverſaries, | armed only 
vith the Ford ' of the Spirit, who 
expreſly tells us, that the time would 
come, when apoſtates from the faith, 
lying hypocrites | with ſeared conſciences, 
giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits and 
döctrines of devils would FORBID 10 
MARRY, 1 Tim. iv. I, 2 


Mz 
Defaming as impure what God declares 


Pure, 


Our Maker bids increaſe, who. bids 
N abſtain, . 


1 But 


8 Far be it. Mar * dae writ theo 
of blame. ;. 6 4 15 i 
Or think thee: vnbeſiing hte pls, 
Laren! antain of domeſtic Feats) 


8 WR The 
N - ampunt. is; twenty. thouſand, 
the whole in twenty; years. kiſes to, four 
hundred thouſand, —Sych, a, number, in 
all, ſucceeding. years, and the breed of 
them cut off for ever l What is Plague, 
peſtilence, or famipe, what, a, continual 
war with France, compared with fo 
execrable a Jaw? It is a, worm in the 
bud, that ſuffers not -the fruit to come 
to maturity. It is a being ſubdyed 
without noiſe, and by an enemy that 
ſnews 


= mr uſeful of the man: race! 5 
—ln- ſuch, a. caſe, party e 
of * 8 tas ould 
have no place. It is not an houſe, it is 
not a town, in flames. The, glory, the; 
wealth, 5 the gon the very exiſtance, of 
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man, not — prefurac: 
to give his Vo but under a ſolemn 
promiſe of the utmoſt endeavours ta 
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Henry's 5 F 22 for matrimony, 


' Vindicated . Hane. 6+ 


J- Fer. princes 12051 given Wache 5700. 


of their afſection to God's holy or- 


dinance of matrimony than Henry VIII. 
Hume, in his circumſtances, gives the 


preference to adultery. Had Hume been 
his counſellor and prevailed, Henry had 
ſaved much reputation, but been a worſe 


King, and a worſe man. The Pope 
| had continued his holy father; ö monaſte- | 


ries had ſtood ;. Mary his only child have 
been married in time England at this 
day been a beggarly province, to ſome 
foreign tyrant z and we, its oppreſſed 
inhabitants, had melodiouſly ſung, Ave 
Maria. But notwithſtanding black-mouth- 
ed calumny, Henry was a chriſtian, he 
could therefore find no joy in whoring, 
nor peace in an inceſtuous bed. And, 
what adds to the merit of this prince 

is, 


— 
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is, that all his wives, but the firſt, and 
Anne of Cleves, were his ſubjects, and 
much beneath his royal couch; that 
had the arguments of kings been 
ſtrongly applied, it is not improbable, 
but any of them might have been pre- 
vailed with, Upon | lower-terms than thoſe- 
of a crown. But to Henry, the bought 
ſmile of harlots had no charm: Nor 
do 1 know of any commerce he had 
that way, but with one of the moſt in- 
genious ladies of that age, mother to 
the Duke of Richmond, a youth * 
ly as Antilochus the ſon of Neſtor. 

that one may venture to affirm, it was 
the tenderneſs of a well-informed con- 
ſcience, that kept Henry from whore- 
dom, and thereby occaſioned his quar- 
rels with the Pope. Whence it follows, 

that the reformation, in this kingdom, 
was raiſed upon à virtue eminent, ſub- 
lime, unexampled, even conjugal cha- 
ſtity, and purity, in the heart of a King, 
rich, powerful, gallant, in the full bed 


and vigour of his ER 


er fem to. the Fo 
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uh rapber.  Condennell. 3 9 exe. 
. cuted. Crimes impi ted to Bim. Hu 
: charaBter vinditared og hit N Bur ner. His 


«> 


thi ing Speech, a patriot 
| EN RY this ns again for frbe, would 


5 nor Wr me 


ſweets, had 1 they been i all 
the greateſt of men have. moſt Sas 


ably failed in this ümpeftant point. 6 His 
next choice Was Carherine Howard, niece 
to the, Duke of 
thrice happy the mona: 
powerful ſhe, and all that power undet 
the direction of her unde. Norfolk, who 


being at che head bf the 


* 


and fapported by the Queen, venküred to 
5 een 
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attack the Vice gerent Cromwel, who, 


50k, his enemies inſulted him, 


ſehd fuch 'a chancellor in his plate, who 


can, and will, ſerve you, and will have 
fo mueh follicitude to preſerve you From 
all Aangers, as 1 ever thoüglit be had. 


. loved Von a as 6. 


ö | Burner boten that ug net Me. 
© « above. all things,” Pele hiſto- 
nan quotes it, with a nin Meer. 
But does it net frongly Wiply, ſuch 
ove was Inconfßlkent ith trerfbn? 143d 
tk not immenſe ob] 


blig tions 0 min? And 
8 it. unofital | do love the' \cftatare not 


* bur denn chan che Crestor ? Do 


* „ not 


without the eaſt premonition, was ar- 
reſted by bim at the CUncil-table, and 
ſent to the Tower. Thus fallen, his 
friends forſöok 
only fairhful Cranmer wrote to the King, 
_ laying, "0s He was ſuch a ſervant, in 
my jodgment, in wifdom, judgment, 
| faithfulneſs and experience, -as ho prince 
in this realm ever had.—I pray God to 


* 
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faction; chant ten Ave Maria's for one 
Hater: naſter? What love, what appli: 


cations. to thoſe dead fingers, Loyola, 
Dominic, Francis, and chat metropoli. 
tan offender Becket, as if thoſe deceaſ. 
ed criminals, were more ready to hear 
and to help than the Father of mer 

5 ny: the. pound of? all confolaion,— 
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eee luer ade .norhing; Gris: 
vous crimes: were laid to Cromwel's 
charge; and Henry wðas 4 prince too 
juſt; and generous to ſcreen a malefactor; 
had more reſpect to his o.] character, 
and his peoples good, than to ſupport 
a miniſter in evil: And thus it is, the 
King can do no wrong. He acts by his 
miniſters: If any thing / be amiſs they do 
it; and ought tod anſwen it with, their 
heads. Henry, b far as appears, did 
neither accuſe nor excuſe, only gave him 
up, in effect to ſay, Lou affirm 
nn is - guilty, take ye r 
4 u 


CF: 
bim; if Said let him ſuffer for it“ 


Norfolk accuſed him to the lords, who , 


in , two; days diſpatched a bill of at- 
tainder againſt him; the commons 
drew up a new bill, paſſed. it in ten 
days, ſent it up to the lords, who rea- 
dily agreed to it, and the King Se 
his aſſent. | 


wy 


'T he bill ſet forth, = „That it 23 


ed by many vitneſſes, that were. per- 
ſons of honour, that he had been a 
corrupt traitor.— Had ſet at liberty per- 
ſons condemned, or fuſpected of miſ- 
priſion of treaſon. Had licenced things 
prohibited to be tranſported. Granted 
paſſports without ſearch. Had faid he 
was ſure of. the King. Had diſperſed 
books contrary to the belief of the ſa- 
erament; and ſaid, every man might 
adminiſter it as well as a prieſt. Had 
licens'd preachers ſuſpected of hereſy. 


Had ordered many to be diſcharged 


chat were committed on that account; 


H 5 „ 
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and diſchargstm All informers;' Had ma- 
ny hkereties abet hiffr. Hlad-faid, Barhs's 
"preaching was good,” and tlrat he would 
not turn, though the "Eng did turn: 
bit if the King turned, he Would Higit 
in perſon abainſt him and all that turned; 
And drawing out his dagger, he wiſhed 
that might pierce him to the heart, if he 
did not do it: That if he lived a year 
or two longer, it ſhould not be in the 
King s power to hinder i ie” He had like- 
wiſe been found guilty of great opprel- 
ſion, and bribery. And hearing ſome 
lords were taking counſel againſt him, 
| had threatened he would raife great ftirs 
in England.” For theſe things he was 
prong boch of high realen. and he: 
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Such was Cromwel's power and in- 
tereſt with the King, that many of the 
things objected to. him roight be done, 
by virtue of his. office ; ſome of them by 
the King's command; the remainder, 
% knowing 


: (C ings 9). 
knowing the King's mind, and being 
ſure they, Wauld not, öffend, be — 
venture upon; without Ipprehenſions e 
danger. Oppreſſion and briberys, aft — 
chings, Which any miniſter may he up- 
braided with, it would have been right, . 
do have mentiened wherein, and againſt 
whom exerciſed. The words; are raſh 
and inexeuſable; and the drawn dagger 
indicates a man drunk with, wine or 
owers. all well calculated to raiſe is 
Henry the higheſt indignation, to be ſo 
braved by a creature he had raiſed from 
nothing, but the words are not credible 
in one ſo experienced as Cromwels and 
5 beſet with enemies, that were dy- 
ing with envy, am ing for re · 
venge. © Many perſons = honour 
were witneſſes,” fay both houſes of 
parliament. , But Why was not Crom- 
wel fuffered t6 face thoſe witneſſes 2 
Perhaps he might haye put their ho- 
nour to the bluſh. But Cromwel tho 


condemned * muſt not complain. 
It 


2 0 
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ar 
ſelf; and practiſed upon Pole's mother, 
the Marchioneſs of — and. others. 
A new and ard: of precedent, 
futh Burnet, which win blemiſh upon 
that reign, that can never be waſhed 
off. And was a breach of the moſt 
ſacred and unalterable rules of juſtice.” 
Did the good biſhop recollect, that 


We: "Inquiſition, - that boly office, never 


r thoſe ſacred and unalterable 

s of juſtice, never brings the accu- 
— 40 witneſſes face to face? Did he 
recollect, that the famous Mortimer Ear! 
of March, was condemned by c attainder 
unheard, and executed” fo early as Ed- 
ward III. or that Monmouth had his 


head hewed off by his relentleſs- uncle 


3 11. nn any trial at Sram 


Y Vie 


das bas every Ads (af Hot bil 
true, may we not juſtly cry out, is 
this! all that the moſt rancorous hate, 


the mad i inveterate m0 could invent, 


againſt 


. 
2 
=. 7 4 


againſt one of the moſt abſolute the moſt 


patriotically daring minifters to be met 
with in this, or any other country. Ex- 
cept the general charge of oppreſfion and 
bribefy; What does it all amount to; 
but that Cromrwel was a man of fin- 
gular humanity, a diſcourager of in- 
formers, abhorring perſecution, a good, 
a ſincere Proteſtant, indifcrecrty, yer in- 
e ©* Rang 1 r 
abe bes bers aid, 555 miniſtry % was 
2 conſtant courſe of flattery and ſubmit 
ſion.” Henry indeed, was made for rule; 
and would-be obeyed : But it is proba: 
dle, Cromwel often planned the ſchemes 
he executed, and that the King was no 
farther concerned, than to conſider, ap- 
prove and order: As to flattery, I have 
met with no inſtance of it, nor does 
it ſeem to be in Cromwel's natüre. 
Fidelity was his characteriſtic. Fidelity 
and flattery ſeldom concur im the ſame 
Mn And — ſuch was his good - 


5 . nature 


(s) 
nature and gſineſb of +dbgefsy1 that he 
became 4 ſort of aſylum, ot ſanctuaty 
2 people under oppreſſion. Take one 

inſtance, as it ſerves, at the ſamt time, 
to. bew. che tyranny of a ee . 
e RE: I Perle ar that age. 
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homes: F rabur s wife, of Pater-nol- 
kei-Row,, 1 London, longed for pig · Fi · 
ſher, a butter · woman brought him a 
pig ready for the ſpit, but carried a foot 
of it. to Dr. W f Canter- 
bury,” whilſt at dinner. One of the dean's 
gueſts was Garter king at arms, Fre- 
burn's landlords. who. mm to \ know _ 
deh in Lent.“ Ann pg _—_ 
burn, only my wife longs for pig 
His landlord fends for the Biſhep of 
London's apparitor, and orders him to 
take Freburn and his pig before Stocks. 
iy the biſhop. Stockſly ſends him and 
his pig to Judge Cholmhy, who not 
1 being, at home, he and Pig were brought 
back 


5 . " > * , » 
- 1 3 9 b | 
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back ts the biſhop; whe. committed them 
both to: the compter. Net day being 
Saturday, ke ws catricd before the 
hext he ſhould ſtand in the pillorys with 
one half of tim pig on ene: fhoutdety, 
the other half on the other. The wife 
on her account. A ſtring was put through 
it, and it was hung about His neck 
which he thus earried to the Compter 
again. Three CromwtPs interceition, the 
- pvor man Mt laſt gained his liberty, by. 
4 bond Ef twenty pounds for his appear · 
order of 'the tighr-reverend father in God 
the Biſhop of London, buried in Finſ- 
biirysField, by the hands of his lord- 
ſhip's apparitor. And Freburn was by 
his landlord turned out of his houſe, and 
could not ger ansther in four ꝓears. 
What Hypoeriff! What blind guides! 
What ſtraining at 4 gnat is here l— 1 
only juſt give you the heads of this pite- 


ous 
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rials bes, an evidence. of Crom * 
Igment· and known — as | 
ſpecimen of the inſolence and ty ran: 

vy of ſuperſtition armed with power. 

It may likewiſe: ſerve to remind uus ot 
at over · ſeaſonable advice of the apoſ- 

tle: Stand faſt in the liberty, where 

5 with Chriſt has made us free, and be 

not eee * with, har e of 

en 2650. el, . 34 


$ 


The e 6 of. all 3 was 
mot highly pleaſing to che popiſ party, 
was: neceſſary to preſerve; the peace of 
the kingdom, and to keep Henry on his 
throne. The King had allo the benefit 
of it in the loyalty, and affection, of hi 
catholic. ſubjects; vet Cromwel, by his 
influence: and art, in a, great, meaſure | 
rendered that bloody | ſtatute bloodleſs. 
Marriage in prieſts was deelared felony: 
But is not whoring, ſaid Cromwel, as 
culpable? and ſhould not felons. fare 


alike? Oppoſition. i in ſo plain. a caſe, was 
= "RY 2 880 


0 0 Fi 
66” itineful to be arteinpte.” Wed 


or perf rüde, Nö UG bffdod guilt, 
or fear of a flip. After Cromwel's fall, 
this was ſoftehed into Toſs of goods and 
benefices; which; as WIH ring was more 
the work of darknefs; before fewer wit⸗ 
neſſes, and leſs ea to prove, made it 
fall heavier upon the married clergy, 
28 W. WI. t Ern intended. 2 


0er on el n o "__ King,” con- 
chides his letter thus: Written with | 
the heavy theart, — nr 7 of 
iſera lecprifiriers un bot: thave; "Tho. 
Cromwel,-— Moſt ſaered prince, 1 * ery 
for mercy,” mercy; mercy.” Burnet calls 
theſe "moſt abject words; and fays,” hare 


Ay ove png not 3 im. £ 
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Dna was an — and 
faithful h. ſtorian as to facts; but his 
reflections are not'always"acvurate. Not 
0 N mare 
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—— ddl read chrice. But 


mere Abject Ar "oY words no 

mean his addreſſes than thoſ af IO 
mer, or of Norfolk High- born Nor- 
folk, bred to arma, pleads: paſt ſervices; 
confeſſes evil more than Burnet will al- 
low: Offers his eſtate and, perſo- 
pal, only deſires 70 live though upon 
Henry's alms. This is moving in Nor- 
folk 3. but the King's bowels were of 
braſs, though fo near his end: Bur- 
net, like other writers 1 could name, to 
gain the reputation of impartiality; would 
blame a friend where faultleſb: and com- 


by to: ſave life, ho ou 
injuring another, is wen -abjeK * n 
means Teen 
ie at our hands, or r another's, 
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This e 00 abs 


Nor- 


Norfolk; Gardiner, | and Queen/Catherine 
Howard, were too hard for the por 


oution· Upon the ſcaffold he behaved 


tian, praying for himſelf, and deſiring 
rhe reſt to pray for him. And I pray 
you, ſkid: he, that be here, to bear re- 
cord, I. die in the catholie faith, not 
doubting in any article of my faith; no, 
not bed in —_ n. bf; 008 
Huren H 0 Gus Tray n fu 

a; © When Pole eine: the Page died 
4 Wee not diſtinguiſhing between 
catholic and Roman catholic, his piety 
put him upon thoughts of eaſing his 
pains in purgatory 3 but learning from 
perſons preſent at his execution, that his 
behaviour and words were of too equivo- 


cal a nature to ground any confidence 


of a change of heart, he. was in no 
_ concert about him, but ſuffered him 

bs * Without ndiſe, into the n 
of 


Priſonerꝭ and he was ordered for ene- 


with decency, and us became a chriſ- 


( *. 1 


of thoſe 4 u memores alies freere 1 me. 
rende, whO for their great, uſeful, and 
vittacu deeds will be had in everlaſt. 
ing remembrance. Crom wel indeed; 
would not have thanked. him for all 
he could ds for his departed foul. He 
knew the Whole proceſs was 4 cheat, 
had therefore, in his life- time, laid an 
embargo . chat -gainful, diſhoneſt 
traffic. 5 ' | * „ 
Ts very great man, was the ſon 5 
of a lock or blackſmirh of Purney. If 
not eminent for learning, he was not 
illiterate. Ele underſtood latin, and, 
made a proper uſe of it, having the 
—— in that eue 7 


of ceevRllth into freien rats; ung? was 
a” common ſoldier in Bourbon's army 
at the ſacking of Rome Whether ne- 
ceſſity drove him into that laſt expedi- 
ent, 1 'know not. He! certainly Was 


robbed * of all be had, and generoufly 
9 relieved 


i) 

relieved by an Italian merchant,, Who, 
afterwards falling into diſtreſs, coming 
into England, and being accidentally 
met and known by Cromwel in all his 
greatneſs, - he received a moſt ample: re- 
compence. His being a ſoldier when 
Rome was taken, and the Pope made * 
priſoner, occaſions much ſpleen ; in Pole's 
hiſtorian; But we read of one Corne-, 
lius a ſoldier, the firſt captain of hea- 
then converts: And of another, centu- 

Ron or captain, who had more faith chan 
was to be found in. Iſrael. But to the 
fury of this modern catholic, let us op- 
poſe the moderation of a much greater 
man, his co- temporary, even. Cardinal, 
Wolſey, who took fo little offence. at the 
part Cromwel acted, in captivating the 
capital of the world, that, at his re- 
turn from his travels, he made him his 
ſecretary. And faithful did he conti- 
nue to him, when the reſt, of the world 
for ſook hitn : and with ſuch zeal and 


Wies defended. him in the houſe of. 
commons, 
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commons, 84. OY he was à mem. 
ber, is to pren wait dis attainted 
of ireaſbn.” Pt page Ef 25 7 810 402 26 435 5 
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- Merry banned im be fidelity: x of 
the man, took him into his own fer- 
vice, and made him ſucceſſively” privy 
counfellor, maſter of the jewel-houſe, 
clerk of the hanaper, principal ſecretary 
of ſtate, juſtice of the foreſts, maſter 
of che rolls, lord privy- ſeal baron, the 


king's vicegerent in ſpirituaks, knight 


of the garter, great chamberlain of 
England, and earl of Effex. His rea- 

neſs in the New Teſtament; The 
monies of God being his danch uur 
his counſellor, which made him wiſer 
than his” teachers, and: ſo Well“ quak- 


fied him for being che King's vice · ge· 
rene” in ſpiricuals, that be preſided with 


in che convocations- of the cler- 
EA” des in parliament; his 
ions concerning Feliglon, indicate 
* ſolid Jacen nds rational piety. 

TT Great 


Great his ibis; 3 pa is 3 5 
tachment to his benefactors ; of unpa- . : 
ralted' courage and intrepidity 'E of no n 
family, without the ſupport of creature 
or ally ; and yet dare to attack ſo ag 
mergus: a;clergy,, ſo immenſely rich; 
clergy,” knowing: the ſecrets, | and iſcera. . 
ing the conſciences of high and low, 
rich and poor, with all their burning 
zeal, with all their foreign connections. 
To have their whole body declared. 
out-laws, and from under che King's, 
protection. To make them reſign their; 
immunities. — Abjure their Jure divine 
head. —Acknowiedge the. King's ſupre-. 
macy, and give him a million and half 
ſterling, as money now goes, to have 
their Aab ſſion accępted. To demoliſh, 
monaſteries, . diſperſe, their inhabitants, 
and purge. the. kingdom, of thoſe. cat - 
terpillars for even . Theſe, are ſome 
of thoſe, wonderful atchievements which 
ſhew, that his cotemporary Archbiſhop, 
Cranmer, did. nat exaggerate, did not 
advance 


4 


when be Ae him in . 
be ua miniſter unequalled in wiſdom, 
Wee faithfulneſs, and e 


0 © He carried bis greatneſs with.s ex- 
traordinary moderation, ſaith Biſhop, Bur- 
net; and fell rather under the wa 
of Papa, odium, than guilt.” A 


He was noted in the exerciſe of his 
ee of julicatiite | to have much mo- 
eration, faith Lord Herbert, and in 
his greateſt pomp, to have taken notice 
of, and to have been thankful to, mean 
— of his old . 


8 "FT, 


- 


l - Archbiſhop Parker concludes his = 


racter thus: There was not at that 


time in England a perſon, more reli- 
Sious towards God, —of greater hdelity 
to the King, —or prudence i in matters of 
; fate, —or ' gratitude to thoſe that had 
6 done him a kindneſs, or piety, > cha- 
rity, and benevolence 8 


—. 


By 


( 169 ) 


By the Nanderer's tongue he fell, and 


Ha the lips that ſpake lies. He look- 


ed for the ſuccour of men; but found 5 


none.— Hail thou illuſtrious chief thou 


faithful miniſter! thou incomparable pa- 


triot! thou friend and martyr to liber - 
ty and truth! Hail Cromwel ! — even 
Henry, when too late, is thought to 
recognize thy merit, and to regret his 
loſs.— He could not reſtore life, but he 
ennohled thy ſon, in that very year 


wherein thine enemies prevailed againſt 


thee. — The high-born Howards. with 
crafty. Gardiner prevailed z but know, 


vengeance - though ſlow is ſure; and the 


time will come, to lament your unhappy 
ork 


As a miniſter, ir; fate, the affairs he 


was, concerned in, brought upon him 
all chat animoſity and hatred, which a 


religious fury and party rage could in- 
ſpire; yet is his private, and perſonal 
character unſullied. How amiable, how | 


" | circum- 
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terate malice durſt not amm — - Be- 


ſides, what the two archbiſhops his 


temporaries, for Parker was chaplain to 
Q Anne Bullen, befides what Biſhop 
Burnet and Lord Herbert ſay of him 
as above mentioned; worthy our no- 
tice, is the teſtimony of that reputable 
citizen Mr. Stow, who in his Survey 
of London, fays: 1 have often ſeen, 


relieved at the door of Lord Crom- 
wel.” This was indeed a levee worthy 


the prime miniſter of Henry the great 
and good. For my part, did I pray 


by a ſtring of beads, or had any faith 
in the interceſſion of the ſouls of the 


faithful departed; I ſhould daily drop 


a bead, and chant ee Sande Crone 
ora | a nobis. | | 


— inks ws + nequieſced in hs 


—_— of parliament, "and given up 
| 5 


dender P 68, mee he wt" ic 
cher wöppehe tar men nor bad mei- 
ſures, put out a proclamation, that if 
any one had been injured by 4 mini- | 
ſter of his, upon application to him 
and his council, they ſhould find re- 
dreſs. And im evidence of impartial 
— — 
| wel's execution, were hereticks burn'd, 
and catholicks hang'd at the ſame tine 
and place: Four of the laſt, were for cor- 
reſponding” with that miſchievous tray- 
tor cardinal Pole, at whoſe: door ul- 


timately lies much of the blood ſhed 
in this King's reign, as well as in that 
of * nn _— ; | [+28 


That bene to the diſtreſſed thus 
removed, Bonner alſo began to pro- 
ſecute upon the bloody ſtatute, but 
Henry put a ſtop. to his proceedings. 
However, one Mekins, a boy of fif. 
teen, indicted for ſaying the ſacra- 
ment was a ceremony z” - ſaid one wit- 

12 neſs, 


4.99 ) 
- neſs, © a ſignification,“ faid another; 
upon which variation two grand juries 
brought in the bill noramus. But Bi. 
ſhop Bonner enraged, curſt and terrified 
them ſo, as to make them find the bill, 
and the poor child was condemned and 
delivered to the flames. ' Yet. remark- 
able it is, that even after. this great 
man, Cromwel's attainder, the convo- 
cation offered the King four ſhillings 
in the pound, for his care to free the 
church of England | from the | tyranny 
of the Pope: And the King was Sta- 
ciouſly pleaſed, i to accept it. 
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SECT. XXXI. 


Henry thanks God daily for his good wife 
© Catherine Howard. Ts informed of ber 


 lewdneſs. Weeps at bearing it. She is 
condemned by parliament, and extcuted. 


— x 


TEN RY formed for wedlock, and 
all the ſweets of i it, could he have e 
met with a ſuitable temper, and a reci- 
procal affection; was in raptures with 
his Queen Catherine Howard; was dai- 
ly thankfül for the mighty bleſſing; 
and ordered his confeſſor to draw him 
up a form, expreſſing his gratitude, and 
to join with him in it. Unhappy prince! 
I love and pity thee : Tender was thy 
nature, truly amiable thy qualities, but 
abuſed waſt thou in liſe, ſtill more ſo 
after death. Thy love was real: Her's 
a fiction. Falſe was the Queen; Nor- 
folk's niece was a whore - nor would 
vengeance longer ſleep, ſo often called 
upon th the blood of Bollen, and of 
Cromwel. 


13 Catherine 


( 774 ” 


oe Catherine Howard was brought up bs 
her grandmother the Dutcheſs Dowager 
of Norfolk; ' whoſe domeſticks, Derham 
and Vannock, had often lain with her. 
Vea, ſo audacious was ſhe, that three 
different women, at different times, had 
been in the ſame bed at the ſame time 
with Derham and her: One of which 
with Derham, ſhe had taken into her 
tervice when. Queen. At Lincoln, one 
Culpepper, was brought to her by Lady 
Rochford in the night, and ſtayed many 
hours with her in a cellar, to whom at 
parting, ſhe gave a gold chain and a 
rich cap. Her gallants confeſſed and 
were hanged. She ' alſo confeſſed ber 
guilt before marriage, but not after : She 
and her bawd, Lady Rochford, were con- 
demned, and beheaded. All, ſaith Bur- 
net, obſerved the judgment of God on 

the Lady Rochford, who had been inſtru · 

mental in the ruin of Anne Bollen, and 
der own huſband, whoſe reputations. were 

again raiſed, by * vileneſs of her cha· 
6 : 


She 


cms) 


She was condemned by parliament, 
Pe. at the ſame time brought in 
guilty of miſpriſion of treaſon the Dut- 
cheſs Dowager of Norfolk, the Lord 
William Howard and his lady, the 
Counteſs of Bridgewater, five other wo- 
men, and four men, In. concealing what 
they knew of the Queen's vicious hte. 


The parliament was thought too ſevere 
to the Howards. But ſurely to diſ- 
honour their prince by ſo notorious a 
whore, . deſerved ſome animadverſion. 
However, the good-natured man, when 
his paſſion was. a little over, generouſly 
pardoned them all. Though when the 
matter firſt broke out, he could not 
help lamenting his misfortune, nor re- 

frain from tears. Let is Henry upbraided 
with tyranny, amongſt other things, for 
the taking off the head of ſuch a jade 
as this. Ye foul-mouthed railers, as well 
proteſtants as papiſts, when ye tall of 
TT compare Henry's gentle. Nature, 

I's: with 


with Tiberius 8 behaviour to the friends 
of Sejanus, or even to his cotemporary 
princes of France, of Spain, of Ger- 
many, or to the long roll of thoſe of 
* * nne 
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er. ul. 
Henry marries Catharine Par. Signs arti- 
cles of © impeachment againſt her. Stops 

proſecution. Mitigates the bloody flatute. 
A further apology for that ' ſtatute. 


'TWENRY's affection for the fair 

I ftill continued, and his honourable 
regard for matrimony ; much trouble had 
the women given him, and covered him 
with diſhonour, yet too juſt and ge- 
nerous was he to condemn the whole, 
for the faults of a few. His next choice 
was a widow, her name Katharine Par, 
a woman diſcreet and virtuous, who 
took care of him in his ijlneſs, and 
adminiſtered every comfort in her power. 
And though Henry was unweildy, and 
troubled with a painful uicer in his leg, 
which rendered him more than ordi- 
nary peeviſn and moroſe, yet he beha- 
ved to her with tenderneſs and reſpect, 
as indeed he was, through life, an in 
IS dulgent 


TFT 
dulgent huſband, rather uxorious yer 
otherwiſe whilſt they behaved well; a. 
is particularly apparent, by the 8 
they had over him in matters of reli- 
gion, the thing of all others, he ſeems 
to have had moſt at heart, and to have 
valued himſelf moſt upon. Catharine 
was inclined to the reformation, had 
therefore ſometimes ſermons in her priry 
chamber, which the King was made ac- 

quainted with. She would alſo ſome- 
times hold. debates with him concern- 
ing religion, but once carrying matters. 
too far, Henry complained of it to Bi- 
ſhop Gardiner; who, to heighten his 
reſentment, aſſured him ſhe was 2. great 
Wrio: heſley joining him, they brought 
the King into ſuch a temper, that he 
figned articles, upon which - ſhe was to 
be impeached. The chancellor dropt 
the paper, which a friend of the Queen's. 
finding, carried to her. She went to the 
ms introduced a point of religion, 


after 


{ bay 
after ſome little .debate, acknowledged 
her conviction, ſaid ſhe only argued to 
be inſtructed by him, and to lead him 
into a diſcourſe, as a means to help him 
to forget his | pain. Say you ſo Kate, 
faid he, then all is well, and embraced 
her tenderly. Next day, walking in the 
garden together, the chancellor came to 
carry her to the tower. The King leaving 
her went to him, chid him ſeverely, and 
was overheard to call him knave and 
fool: And: Gardiner, thenceforth to his. 
death, was out of favour, was ſtruck 
out of his will, and not admitted to- 
any ſhare: in the adminiſtration in his 
ſon's minority. Whence it is probable, 
Henry had no intent to proſecute his 
Queen, but to ſee to what length Gar- 
diner would run. Gardiner had before 
employed Dr. London, a lewd, petju- 
red per ſecuting villain, to encourage and 
collect what evidence he could againſt 
Cranmer; but the King ſupported the 
archbiſhop, | in a manner ſo kind and 
| obliging, 
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Wbliniiine, as ' fhews the natural” friend 
Ines of his temper, when he met with 
a man open, ſincere, and faithful; and 
ſuch was Cranmer, ſuch was Brandon 
Duke of Suffolk, and the King remained 
unalterable in his Aﬀection | to both of 
them. 3 


ö Dr. Wan had cauſed three perſons 
to be burnt at Windfor, upon the bloody 
ſtatute, and had formed deſigns againſt 
many others,” One Marbeck, a ſing- 
ing- man was condemned with the reſt, 
amongſt whoſe books was found part 
of an Engliſn concordance of the ſcrip- 
ture, his own work, and the firſt of 
the kind. Henry ſaid he was better 
employed than thoſe that examined him.“ 
Theſe Windſor martyrs were brought 
to the ſtake, in conſequence of Gardi- 
ner's motion in council, that a com- 
- miſſion might be granted, to ſearch ſuſ- 
pected houſes, for books written againſt 
the bloody ſtatute. But the generous 
| monarch 


. 


monarch. to obviate the deſigns * theſe 
blood-ſuckers, ſo. qualified that execrable | 
ſtatute by a& of parliament, as to. ren- 
der it in a manner uſeleſs. None were 
to be impriſoned but upon the. oath 
of twelve men, or the King's, ſpecial 
warrant ; they muſt be preſented within 
the year; and for words in a ſermon 
"within fotty days. | 


* 


11 Henry s intention, T bat ſtarute was 
to prove he was no heretic. . Whenever 
an attempt was made to execute it with 
rigour, he always interpoſed. He de- 
lighted not in blood; was not in his 
nature a perfecutor, but. the circum- 
ftances he was in, obliged” him to hold 
a ſtrict hand over his people to keep 
them in peace, and Manet ng the 
throne, | 


„Why did he bring himſelf ; into | theſ 
eircumſtances? Why innovate and not 
reſt contented with the religion of his 
. forefathers ?” 


The 
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The anſwer is eaſy : What calls itſel 
the catholic church had filled up the 
meaſure of its iniquity. Several people 
could read, and they that could, lov- 
ed it. They had alſo courage to be- 
lieve their own eyes. The cheat there- 
by became evident, and was. deteſted. 
All Europe was in arms againſt it, and 
nothing but a perfidy and. cruelty, un- 
known and unpractiſed, by any thing 
but that ſaid catholic church, could have 
continued it any longer. Henry gave 
way to truth, as far as was conſiſtent 
with national ſecurity; and by letting 
in light, as his people could bear it, 
introduced the reformation, with the loſs 
of one ſubject, where, to preſerve the 
antient ſuperſtition, would have coſt 
five hundred. Thus France and Spain 
retained. their catholic religion, at the 
expence of as many millions of their 
people as it coſt England hundreds to 
aboliſh: it. So that Henry had difficul- | 
ties to > Kruggle with, which he did not 

5 bring 
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bring upon himſelf. Some would ty- 
rannize, as uſual, over body and ſoul; 
Others would judge for | themſelves, 
would not be ſlaves. Hence thoſe com- 
motions which ſo terrible ſhook the nor- 
thera hemiſphere. 


s EC T. 


1 . 1 


8 EC 255 1 


Gardiner out of favour. ; Norfolk and G- 
'ry condemned. Surry executed. Judg- 

755 — Henry vindicated in re- 
. N to the N ber, e 


25 % 


Au biukn- 8 monk han the 3 ſta- 

tute, conſpiracy againſt Cranmer, 

and attempt upon the Queen herſelf, 

convinced Henry that he was ſtill the 

Pope's creature, notwithſtanding his re- 

peated oaths to the contrary; he there- 

fore treated him with neglect, and left 
— * E | 


The Norfolk fawily had not yet re- 
ee its juſt recompence of reward. 
The ſtorm now fell upon the duke 
himſelf, and his ſon the Earl of Surry. 
The earl was: tried by a jury of com- 
moners; condemned and executed. The 
duke was attainted by parliament, con- 
demned unheard, and ordered for exe- 


cution. : 
Pole's 


* 135 * 


Pole's biographer, in che true monKiſh 
ſtrain, takes every opportunity, to lead 
his reader into the hahit of judgment- 
monging Thus, it is obſerved, ſaith he, 
that · King Edward died, on the ſame 


day, of the ſame month, whereon More, 


loſt his head.” Had he lived to the day 
following, he might have ſaid he died 
on Becket's day, whoſe ſhrine Henry 
had rifled. More would fain have died 
on that day, but was cut off before 
it arrived. Hence in my turn, give 
me leave to obſerve, that the lives of 
church ſaints, and of knights errant, a- 
like deprave the human mind. Mad 
was Quixote, not leſs ſo Pole and More, 
though of a different kind. Haughty 
Becket, perjured and rebellious, for the 
ſupport of a bad cauſe, was knocked 
on the head and inſhrined: By main- 
tenance of the ſame - cauſe, did More 
ſo and Pole hope to be inſhrined, and 
add to the calendar a eines, and 


another Thomas. 8 | 
8 8 
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Solomon's advice is, to ,anſwer a 
fool according, to his folly,. teſt he ſhould 
be wiſe in his own Conceit.” 1 Let us then 
obſerve, on our part: T hat. Queen Anne 
Bollen ſuffered by her brother's love: 
That Surry ſuffered by bis ſiſter's ha. | 
tred : Anne Bollen was of ſuſpected cha- 
ſtity: Katherine Howard was an whore 
confeſs'd: The bawd Rochford, Was 
the main inſtrument in the death of 
her huſband and fiſter-in- law: 5 Norfolk's 
whore Hammond, Was the principal evi- 
gence againſt him. Norfolk and his 
dutcheſs were ſeparated : As he. had 
cauſed an eternal ſeperation betwixt Hen- 
ry and his Queen : And as Cromwel was 
condemned by attainder . unheard; the 
fame meaſure was meted to Norfolk. 
Repriſals of this kind you ſee are eaſily 
made; though ſuch a coincidence of 
circumſtances. are not often to be met 


with. 
Here again do our hiſtorians, as in 


a fort of Iriſh howl, cry out with one 
conſent 


( 17 9 
conſent again the tyrant. * Surry' was 
learned and brave; Norfolk' an old and 
faithful ſervant ; Henry juſt dying, yet 
without bowels, or with thofe of braſs !”? 
| —— But not ſo faſt, I beſeech you. 
Henry expects not , indulgence : Deny 
him not common juſtice. Conſider 
Surry's infolence, power, menaces, and 
ambition; Norfolk's ſkill in arms, in- 
tereſt with military men, at the head 
of the popiſh faction, and unfaithfulneſs 
to his prince. The King alſo in his 
laſt ſtage, and his ſon an infant. Merey 
to particular guilt, is often à general 
cruelty: And of their guilt, let . 
folk himſelf en P 


Norfolk e «© that he had 
concealed high-treaſon, in keeping ſe⸗ 
cret the falſe and traiterous act of his 
ſon the Earl of Surry, in uſing the arms 
of King Edward the confeſſor, which ap- 
pertained only to the King of this realm, 
ta which he could make no claim or 

EY 9 : title 
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title by me or any of mine or his ancef- 
tors : That he himſelf had often betray- 


ed the King's ſecret counſel ; and had 


borne againſt all right, the arms of Eng- 
land. In ſhort, That he had been guilty 
of high- treaſon, and deſerved the pu- 
niſnment appertaining to it.“ — You 
may ſee the Whole in Lord Herbert, 
one of the leaſt malignant of Henry's 
hiſtorians. Conſider the men, their man- 


ners, and the times, then judge with 


candor, and perhaps you will acknow- 
ledge, that the King would have been 
defective in a juſt regard for his people, 
and infant ſucceſſor, had he left at li- 
berty, two ſuch able, great, and popu- 
lar men, as Norfolk and Surry,. ap- 
parently guilty of treaſon and il de- 


— 


Norfolk however did not ſuffer; tho? 


not obliged to Henry's clemency : For 
ordered to die to-morrow, the King this 


pight expired; and by Edward's council 
9 | © 


7 alla ) 
it was thought 1 to begin his 


reign with blood. He lived therefore 


a. priſoner in the tower all that reign. 
And there did Mary find, embrace, and 
ſet him free. His attainder was looked 


upon as nothing: Nor did it affect his 


honour or his fortune; for to that ill- 
conditioned daughter, that royal vixen, 


it was no uncommon merit, to have 


been a traitor to her father. 
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| Homy's death 'varioufly reported.” The true 
manner of it. His charatter by Herbert. 
He did mt break the n contratt a= 


ww Pole. 3 


8 for Henry, . Feeling the cold 
hand of death, he called for a large 
glas of wine, drank it off, ſaid, All is 


loſt, and on red 7 


: The foregoing ths; is of a kind pe- 
culiar to eccleſiaſticks of catholic per- 
ſuaſion. Thus Elizabeth breathed her 
laſt in lulling trains of ſoft muſic; Cal- 
vin in deſpair blaſpheming; Luther, 
the devil flew away with, leaving an 
horrid ſmell of brimſtone behind. Lu- 
ther indeed denies the fact, and in print. 
But poor man, if he eſcaped then, the 
devil ſtrangled him at laſt; though to 
heretic friends, he ſeemed to die in his 
bed without a groan, and to be con- 
veyed in gentle lumber to the ſeat of 

endleſs 
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endleſs bliſs, after PLETE conflicts with 
worſe than ſavage beaſts. — But as to 
commit .heretics to the flames, is a ſer- 
vice highly acceptable to God and his 
church; ta ſlander and revile, and black- 
en them, cannot be wholly without its 
merit. EE 5 


2 
* 


What! And would you have Hen- 
ry ; th like other men? Henry ſo ad- 
verſe to the ſupreme paſtor, ſo deſtruc- 
tive to the religious! Did he not. 
when ſpeechleſs, ſeem to mutter ſome- 
thing like, Mo-mo-mo-monks, as if in 
anguiſh of foul, at his behaviour towards 
thoſe uſeful members of facie? 2 * 


Why, Nicholas Ht a 2 
- catholic, goes not ſo far as to ſay 
he. died in deſpair, or without. religion. 
On the contrary, if ue might believe 
him, “ he received the ſacrament on 
his knees, when unable to ſtand, and 
heard maſs in his bed.“ "Thins I be- 


lieve 


| : 192 ) 
lieve, is A. lie too. The moſt Proba- 
ble account is a8 follows: 1 


it: 


T owards his laſt moments, being aſk- 
ed if a prieſt might attend, « If any, 
ſaid he, let it be Cranmer.“ By the 
time that good man, then at Croydon, 
arrived, the king was ſpeechleſs. | Cran- 
mer talked in a manner ſuitable to his 
circumſtances ; and deſired a ſign if he 
underſtood bim. The King ſqueezed his 
hand and expired. —And as to monks, 
true it is, that upon his death- bed, he 
cauſed a church of the F ranciſcans, lately 
ſuppreſſed, to be opened again, but not 
for the uſe of the ſaid Franciſcans; but 

to be made a pariſh- church, endowing 
it with five hundred. marks a year; and 
beſtowed both the ground and buildings 
of the ſaid convent, . obſerve again, not 

on: the F ranciſcans, but on the city, for 
relief of the poor. From whence, to- 
gether with his unwearied affection to 
Cranmer, it evidently appears, he re- 
| tained 
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rained the ſame juſt opinion of theſe miſ- 
chievous ſeminaries to the laſt moment 
of his life. Though, as Herbert ob- 
ſerves, he died religiouſly and penitent- 
ly; and was, with all his crimes, the 
moſt glorious prince of his time.“ The 
ſame right honourable author obſerves 
farther, ps that Henry 8 adverſaries al- 
low he had every perfection of na- 
ture and education, deep judgment, and 
royal « courage: And, that his moſt brand- 
ed actions, received the ſanctions of par- 
liament in public, and of juries in pri- 
vate. So that none could accuſe him, 
without, in ſome ſort, accuſing him- 
felf. Unleſs ill arts corrupt the lords, 
or undue election of the commons be 
ſuppoſed, yet to believe a general cor- 
ruption in the prime perſons of a king- 
dom, or allow an argument drawn from 
thence concluſive, is to ſubvert the foun- 
dation of all laws.” | 


K = "vac 
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Such a ſobverter of 'the foundation of | 
all laws, was. that infamous incendiary, 
and deſpicable negociator Cardinal Pole; 
that, to vindicate his ridiculous trotting 
from prince to prince, to rouſe them 
to arms againſt his King and country, 
he pleads Henry's violation of the origi- 
nal contract. The parliament, faith 
he, was ſo far from being a barrier to 
his outrages, that they armed the King 
with greater terror than the moſt abſolute 
monarch, by making the repreſentatives 
1 . of the people, their Joint oppreſlors,” UL. 
1 de Unit. Eccieſ.] FOOTE L1Ts 


| The empty derlaner for Pole, had 
o not ſenſe enough to. perceive, that the 
apology he makes, in reality acquits the 
King, and condemns the cardinal, as be- 
ing a. plain confeſſion, that the cardinal 
was in open rebellion againſt the whole 
authority of the nation, King, lords, and 
commons: t- And that whatever changes 
"ok 12% are 
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were maden wore: agreeable to the ori 
nab eoHiatt - w FE: A he Han- 
bliſnect rules of · the. conſiitucion 3 n 
made by thoſe; WhO were the proper 
judges, and who- alene had the right 
to make them. Were the lords cor- 
rupt? — Henry did not corrupt them. 
Were the commons unduly elected 2, 
Henry had no concern in their election, 
nor did he inſult, threaten, impriſon;, 
fine ; nor give place, penſion, or title, 
on account df parliamentary intereſt or 
proceedings. If there be ſuch a thing 
as à free parliament; Parliaments were 
"om in the on of Ag 


* dats were. ſenüibie — 1 ca- 
pacity and integrity of their monarch. 
They looked upon him as a. judicious, / - 
careful parent, as the true father of his 
country: He looked on them, as his 
children, full of duty and affection. Hence 
that friendly intercourſe throughout that 
long and active reign. Their tender ad- 

1 dreſs 
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dreſs | to him, not to grieve or torment. 
himſelf, on account of Queen Catherine 
Howard's lewd. behaviour, leſt it ſhould 
injure his health : And' his' impriſoning 
the ſheriff of London, forarreſting a mem- 
.ber of parliament, exhibits a pleaſing 
idea of true brotherly affection. And 
his laſt ſpeech, to his laſt parliament, 
probably his own, ſweet as the imagin- 
ed notes of the dying ſwan, indicate at 
once the PATRIOT KI x, and the ſen- 
ſible and ſincere chriſtian. 


The preamble to the act of ſucceſſion 
ſets forth, that the parliament, con- 
ſidering Henry's wiſe and excellent go- 
vernment, and the love and affection 
which he bears to his ſubjects, give 
him full power to declare the ſucceſſion 
to the crown, either by letters- patent un- 
der the great ſeal, or by his laſt will, 
ſigned with his own hand. A power, 
ſaith Warner, none of his predeceſſors 
ever enjoyed.” None of them ſay I, 
1s, ” 5 were 


1 97 ) 
were ever ſo circumſtanced. None me- 
rited ſuch 4 truſt. However, in effect, 
William the baſtard exerciſed ſuch a po. · 


er, though not entruſted wir it by Par- 
liament. 
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; How, s Parliament vinticated. © ar Mer men 
in bis reign. The Engliſh not Without 
tate till Charles IF. The charafer of 
that reign. Hume, and Pele s  biogra- 
Per ma. 


U R hiſtorians indeed, repreſent 
I Henry' 8 parliaments, as a ſet of 
Geck, that would ſay or unſay, as in- 
fluenced by his preſent humour or Io 
price. Hence that contradiction in 
their acts. And this ſubmiſſion they 
impute to jealouſy of party. Neither 
would diſoblige, leſt they ſhould throw 
bim intirely into the arms of the op- 
f poſites. . Now this, if true, is an evi - 
dence of the authority of the man, but 
at the ſame time, removes from him all 


7 Jl: imputation of tyranny. 


Ho But their contradifory as; do o really 


no where exiſt, but in the  Prejodices, 
: | and 


„ 199 ) 


and inattention of his W Acts 
vary indeed, as circumſtances vary, yet 
axe in themſelves Perfectly conſiſtent. 
Thus Mary bern i in inceſt, was of courſe 
a baſtard. The crown was therefore ſer- 
tled in the iſſue of Anne Bollen. Anne 
confeſling a precontract, thereby baſtar- 
dized her daughter Elizabeth; Both 
therefore were cut off by act of Far- 
liament, from inheriting by lineal ſuc⸗ 
ceſſion; and the cron ſertled on the 

iſſue of Jane Seymour. She leaving 
only an infant ſon, it was thought ex- 
pedient to inlarge the plan, in caſe that 
ſon ſhould be taken away. Now the 

two women were confeſſedly daughters. to 
| Henry, bur his marriage with their mo- 
thers was of dubious authority: And ſo 

involved was the caſc, that to legiti- 
mate Mary, would undo all that had 
been done in the matter of the divorce ; 
and muſt baſtardize Elizabeth; and to 
legitimate Elizabeth, muſt baſturdize 
| Mary Yer this embarraſſment receiv- 
"a 7 | ed 
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ed. its. origin, A from Hen: 
| parliament, - but from an impudent and 
impious papal diſpenſation. | But what 
is to be done in fo intricate an affair | ? 


or his 


Why, as the King 's attachment to his 
own family, and affection to his people 
are known, leave the matter wholly at 
his diſpoſal; let his daughters have their 
chance to reign, not by hereditary right 
which is dubious, but by their father's 
will, and by act of parliament, at the 
ſame time, let neither of them be de- 
famed in point of birth. And thus or- 
dered, did things go in their proper chan- 
nel. Right took place, all contradicti- 
ons were avoided, which they muſt in 
any other way, have neceſſarily fallen in- 
to; and the daughters obtained a double 
right by the law of the land: Which by 
the law civil, canon, of nature, and of 
God, will admit of everlaſting diſputes. 
Tea, even their right by birth was im- 
plied, though not expreſſed, by making 
it criminal to ſlander them. _ 
MEE Our 


(20) 

Our tiftorians ſtill whet the envenom- 
ed tooth againſt this PATRIOT Kine, | 
for preferring, in the ſucceſſion, the iſſue 
of his younger, before that of bis el- 
der ar of — line 8 Scotland. 5 


of that houſe was gs one 4 
ter left. And did not Henry offer her 
his only ſon in marriage, and thereby 
the crown immediately upon his own 
demiſe? Could he lay before her, or 
the ſtates of that kingdom, a greater bait 
than the crown? And was it not ſtill 
more inticing, as it muſt be either now or 

never? Did not the refuſal of ſuch an 

offer make it plain, ' ſhe” was deſigned 

for France? And would Henry enflaye- 

his country? Henry -h with ſo much 

peril and bravery had aſſerted her in- 
dependence, and freed her from the Ro- 

man tyrant? would Henry ſink her in- 
to a province, and ſubject her to the 
inſults and oppreſſion of a French go- 
vernment ?. not his own nor his father's 
K.5 blood 
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blood were fo dear to this wile and good 
| 4 prince, as 6 induce him, fo ruinoufly, 
to infringe that firſt of moral and po- 
11 tical maxims, balus P fuprems lex. 


Anne Bollen and Anne of Cleves were 
diverced, on account of a pre- contract, 
by canon law. An aft afterwards paſ- 

ſed, declared . marriage conſummated = 
mould not be annulled by a Pre-con- | 
tract.“ Where is the ontradiction ? Is 
it any ching more, than to repeal, or 
to declare that canon of no longer force 
in chis N | 


„ Peres ord; kncwa-acegntting es: God's 
word, by his majeſty s advice, and con- 
firmed by letters- patent under the great 
ſeal, which ſhall at any time hereafter, 

be —ordained by the archbiſhops, biſhops, 
_doctors—or the whole clergy, upon mat- 
ters of chriſtian religion, and the law- 
ful rites, and ceremonies of the ſame, 
ſhall be fully believed and obeyed any 
uſe, cuſtoni, or ſtatute heretofore uſed— 
| 8 | to 
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to the contrary nocwichſtanding. Pro- 
vided always, that nothing ſhall de or- 
dained by authority of this act, which 
ſhall be repugnant to the laws and the 
Katutes of this realm. An. 32. H. 8. 


spe 26. 


? . Game: of davery can hardly be 
fen,. ſaith Rapin.— << Theſe contradic- 
tory. clauſes in the ſame ſtatute, ren- 
dered the King, arbiter of the lives of his 
ſubjects. — This was inveſting him with : 
the intallibilicy taken from the pope. 


A han charge truly, but A 
unjuſt. Rapin, I dare ſay, conſulted not 
the act, but borrowed. from our on 
abuſive hiſtorians, — The whole in truth, 
amounts to no more, than that the King 
might appoint the clergy, to enact law - 
ful rites, ceremonies, and matters of re- 
ligion, according to God's word, con- 
trary to old, obſolete popiſh ſtatutes, but 
Rat to thoſe then in being, and the King 
e was 


t 


was authoriſed to enforce. them. This 
all the contradiction. This all the in- 
Fafibilicy 1 the * was inveſted with. 


2 ſhall ne | od 2235 more 
objected againſt, as deſtructi ve even of par- 
liaments themſelves, viz. that, where- 
by the King's proclamations, by advice 
of his council, were to be obeyed as acts 
of partiament.—Provided no laws or euſ- 
toms be taken away, nor the fubjects 
ſuffer in eſtates, liberties, or perſons..— 
with ſuch proviſoes, what is it in effect, 
but a ſort of ſcare- crow, neceſſary for 
thoſe perilous times, of aſpect not half 
ſo tremendous, as n ſuſpenſion. of the 
Habeas cpi PHEST: 


| Henry was himſelf a man of W en 
„ee and good learning; a patron 
and favourer of learned men; of every 
uſeful and ornamental art and ſcience: 
Had a taſte for painting; in muſic was 

rb al 
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an adept ;/ ; ſome church-muſic of that 
reigti, and, I think, of his compoſing, 
is allowed by the beſt judges to be equal 
to any thing we have at preſent. And he 
had about him a ſet of men more learned, 
than had ever appeared in this kingdom. 
Tonſtal, Leland, Stockſley, Gardener, 
Sampſon, Day, Lily, Fiſher, More, 
Haddon, Cox, Cheke, Ridley, Aſcham, 
Cranmer, &c. need not have bluſh- 
ed; in company with Bembo, Sadoler, 
or Contarini. Eraſmus is partly ours. 
Hans Holbein Had . in White 
1 1 


Pole” s biographer mend Infianate to 
his unwary reader, that the Engliſh were 
little better than barbarians, before the 
reign of Charles II. The ſentiment is 
the genuine offspring of the national pre- 
judice of Mr. Hume, which therefore 
is not given us in his own diffuſe em- 
broidered ſtyle, but in the pure tens, 
or even balanced periods of the ſaid 
| Mr. 


Mr. 1 After a very 1 indi- 
cation of particulars he ſays, The fanati- 
ciſm of the commonwealth deſpiſed human 
knowledge, and was as declared a foe to 
taſte and ſciences, as to order and law. 
lt was not till Charles II., days, that 
the general ſenſe of che nation awakened, 
do a diſcernment in the various See 
eee * : ; 


| The 3 curious 4 ſhall 
de obviated by the following truths. 
"Thoſe fanatic, ' that is, mad oommon- 
wealth's men, did great things, in a lit- 
tle time, were endued with uncommon 
abilities, and abounded in human know- 
ledge ; were declared foes to the faith- 
| leſs over-bearing * *  * &, and to an 
inſolent. oppreſſive, and lawleſs miniſtry ; 
but profeſſed no diſlike to taſte, ſcience, 
order, or law. — And of the age of 
Charles II. the diſtinguiſhing marks are: 
An Engliſh King penſioner to France, 
an open derider of all religion, a diſ- 
| grace 
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grace to any, yet a ſecret papiſt. A 
 profiigate court. A vaſſal parliament or 
none. —Lmpious, profane, and bawdy po- 
ets. Clergy pave obedient, yet active 
perſecutors, and zealous preachers againſt 
every appearance of religion, under the 
notion of hypocriſy. — And that igno- 
rance, popery and tyranny might ſpread 
their baleful influence without controul, 
even the Przss was under lock and key; 
none could find admittance, but by a 
licence from that merœnary ſycophant 
Roger Leſtrange. This 
the joyous æra of Charles * meer d. 750 
* nn 


SECT. 
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rer. XXXVI. 


Renry no tyrant. A friend t the a 
Of eminent ' ſervice to his country. In- 
 Rances of both. Vindicated _ Bur- 

net, Rapin and Swift. 1 The” charaifer 


4 


of Dr. Swift. e 


8 to breaking the original contra, 

A where ſhall we find the pririce that 
obſerved it with more ſtrictneſs than 
Henry VIII. His coronation oath was, 
« That he would cauſe all evil laws 
or cuſtoms to be abrogated.” He did 
ſo in a notorious manner: Several in- 
ftances of which have been given in this 
work. That he would keep, and cauſe 
to be kept, the laws and ſtatutes which 
the community ſhall judge fit to ena&.” 
This he ſo punctually obſerved as to hang 
papiſts, and burn proteſtants, according 
to the laws and ſtatutes which the com- 
munity judged fit to enact, That he 
would permit the church to enjoy all her 
i liberties.” 


K 

liberties.” Pole's empty noddle, I Kip: 
poſe could frame no conception of 
Cnukck, without Roman, and Catholic 
annexed to it : Otherwiſe, the true mean- 
ing of Church in this oath, is ſettled, 
beyond contradiction, in the firſt article 
of Magna Cbarta, The church of Eng- 
land ſhall be free, and enjoy her whole 
rights and liberties inviolable.“ Con- 
formable to this part of his oath, did 
Henry reſcue the church of England, 
from the uſurpation and tyranny of 
Rome, and make her free indeed: Leav- 
ing in her hands, thus ſet at liberty, 
much more authority and power, than 
ever her Divine Founder had endow- 
ed her with. And how great a friend 
and patron he was to her, even in tem- 
porals, let Dr. Heylin judge: Heylin, 
chaplain to Laud, par nobile fratrum, a 
noble pair of brothers, a pair whom no 
one ever doubted to be true and genuine 
fons of the church. 


Heylin : 


621000 


Heylin chen, an impartial hiſtorian, if 
Pole's biographer be a competent vouch- 
er, ſaich thus in His ene of the 0 
farmation. . 


3 Many left the church in a better 
condition than he found it, not only in 
reforming it, but in its endowments, — 
Monaſteries were excreſences upon the 
body of the church, exempt from epif- 
copal juriſdiction, and wholly depending 
upon the Pope, and ſuch as might be 
taken away, without derogation to the 
church, in power or patrimony, — Bi- 
ſopricks he preſerved and increaſed their 
number. — Founded à ſchool in every ca- 
thedral with annual penſions to the ma- 
ſter and allowance to the children. Or- 
dained public readers in both univerſi- 
ties in divinity, law, phyſic, Greek and 
Hebrew, with liberal ſalaries.—Found- 
ed, or at leaſt confirmed, Chriſt-Church 
in Oxford, and founded Trinity in Cam- 
age the two moſt magnificent foun- 
dations 
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dations in the chriſtian ward-—Aud de- | 
livered his people in general, as well as 
eccleſiaſtics, from the trouble and ex- 
pence their commerce with Rome an- 
nually put them to.—lo point of re- 
formation, he firſt ordered his biſhops 
and convocation, to compile a book, ex- 
plaining the Creed, Lord's Prayer, and 
Ten Commandments.— He alſo order- 
ed all curates to teach the people to ſay 
them in Engliſn.— He ordered the Bible 
in Engliſh to be placed in every church. 
— that the Lutany ſhould be read 


Merce ich Rome, he delivered us from 

appeals, citatians, peter pence, annates or 
firſt fruits, diſpenſations, bulls, bre ves, 
faculties, .&c.—He leſſæned che number 
of halidays.— Brake the nock of pilgri- 
maging. Deſtroyed thoſe neſts of villains 
called ſanftuaries, — Secured patrons in 
their rights of preſentation, which Popes 
often infringed by proviſions, cammen- 
a Kc. — Reduced the exarbitancy of 


plu ralities 
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pluralities and non- reſidence. —Modera- 
ted and aſcertained the value of mor- 
tuaries; and the expence of probates of 
wills, ſome of which, at this day, would 
not be proved for twenty thouſand 
pounds, at the rates which that Pope's 
legate, Cardinal Woolſey, demanded and 
received. Repealed the ſtatute of Henry 
IV. againſt heretics, thereby aboliſhing 
that infernal iuſtrument of tyranny the 
oath ex. officio; by which a perſon was 
obliged to confeſs his guilt though ca- 
pital, or to be forſworn: Thus forcing a 
poor heretic to difcover the ſecrets of his 
heart, in effect, moſt inhumanly com- 
pelling him either to burn his body, or 
to damn his ſoul. Freed us from the 
canon law, where inconſiſtent with the 
law of the land. The canon law, that 
fink of forgeries and impiety, enacted 
even by the worſt Popes, perſons bloody 
and ambitious, 'traitors to princes,” and 
butchers of chriftendom. —By aboliſhin 


PR: orders, ecularizing their eſtates, | 
i and - 


and rendering them alienable, common 
people became owners of property, thence 
liberty, thence trade. Thus to Henry 
ultimately is England indebted for her 
wealth, credit, and power. Henry reſ. 
cued our bodies from vaſſalage and ſla - 
very, and ſet our minds at eaſe.— Even 
from a four - fold tyranny did this glorious 
patriot deliver us, moſt unmercifully ex - 
erciſed by prieſts, barons, Popes and 
Kings. — But ſay, ye lawyers, ye who 
are able to deduce effects from their pro- 
per cauſes, are there not more uſeful ſta- 
tutes of this, reign, than of all the Kings 

| that went betore him 2 


ow” . Ser gave him 2 bint; 
0 that | biſhops did not make a proper 
: uſe of their eſtates, and that leſs might 
ſerve.” * His anſwer is worthy the prince 
that made it. I know your purpoſe 
well enough. you have had among you 
the commodities of the abbies, Which 


you have conſumed, ſome with ſuper- 
fluous 
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fludus apparel! ſome at dier and cards 
anck otfier ungraciots rule; and no you? 
would have the biſhops lands and* reve» 
nues to abuſe like wife: But fer your 
hearts ar reſt, there ſhalt no fuch altera- 
tion r be made while E live.” Orr Te 


The a eule upon Man g- 
minaries; colleges, chantries, free chapels. 
and guilds, to the number of two thou- 
ſand; ſeven: hundred thirty - four: Few 
of which did he meddie with. Fheſe 
two inſlances ſnew his rapacity was not ſo 
beundleſs; as his adverſaries would have 
it thought. In clemency, I ſay even in 
clemency, he was ſuperior to any prince 
of the age he lived in. The templars 
were tortured; defam d, and burnt; the 
jeſuits are baniſhed: Henry gave lis 
berty to his religious, and amply pro- 
vided for them in their own country, 
and their penſions. were always: honeſtly 
paid. And true it is, chat Henry was 
a tender huſband, an x affectionate father, 


a ſin- 
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a. fincere, eaſy, generous friend, and a 
kind and indulgent maſter: fat and cum- 
berſome in the decline of life, yet not 
uncommonly. voluptuous. Peculiar cir- 
cumftances led him into a multiplicity. 
of wives, though not addicted to women, 
as we hear of no ſpurious iſſue, but the 
amiable Duke of Richmond: nor of any 
miſtreſs, but the mother of. that noble- 
man. So that compared to the generali- 
ty of princes, he might paſs for chaſtity 
herſelf. And had he met with ſuch hiſ- 
torians, as faction has yielded. ſome. of 
his leſs deſerving, ſucceſſors of the Stu- 
arts, he had been handed down to us, as 
one of the beſt of Kings, and the” ble- 
milhes of that reign would have been” 
imputed; and with truth, to the neceſſi- 
ties of the times, and to a+ concurrence 
of cauſes, it was not in his power to 
prevent. But his carrying ſo even a- 
hand between two factions, and ſuffering 
the laws to take their courſe againſt both 
of e though mY with as much 
miti- 


mitigation, as the public” peace would 
admit, has made them both ſo outrage. 
ous, that even Burnet, and from him 
| Rapin, ſays, He ſtuck at nothing, by 
- which he could either n d his luft or 
his 1 : 75 


Ae alla him * addr a a 
tyrant, a deteſtable tyrant.” And confi- 
dently avers, that *< amongſt all the princes 
who ever reigned in the world, there 
was never ſo infernal a beaſt as Henry 
VIII. in every vice of the moſt odious 
kind, without any one appearance of 
virtues: But cruelty, luſt, rapine and 


atheiſm were his peculiar talent. What 
calumny! what a parcel of lies in a breath! 
— Had: this toul-mouthed wretch never 
heard of Philip II. of Spain? of Francis I. 
Charles IX. Lewis XIV. of France? of a 
good half hundred of their Imperial Majeſ- 
ties? Would you know what made this 
beaſt ſo loudly bellow ? Why, He took 
from the clergy two thirds of their legal 

| e 
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>ofefions ;, And cut off the head of Sir 
Thomas More, a perſon of the greateſt 
virtuethis kingdom ever produced.” And 
is this all? Did never tyrant go farther ? 
— Gentle ſouls! —Why,. Heylin owns, 
the church wasbettered by him.“ And as 
to More, I truſt we have now within this 
realm, ſome thouſands as' good as he. 
In learning he was ſaperficial ; where 
property was concerned, a judge ho- 
neſt and expeditious ; to imaginary. he- 
retics, injurious; an odd mixture of the 
coxcomb and the drole, the ſaint and 
the buffoon : But he died like a fool, 
and thence the weight of his merit. 


But not gentler treatment does the re - 
forma ion meet with, from the ſame: e- 
gregious reviler, which, he ſays, in 
every country where it was / attempted, 
was carried on in the moſt impious and 
ſcandalous manner that can poſſibly be 
conceived,” This railer is the late Dean 
of St. Parrick's, the moſt arrogant and 

| L - 
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proud of all the creatures of God, whoſe 

wn Yahoo is the expreſs. image of "his 
fol — The above chatining confemmont, 
though abfoturely falle, by Weir patriot, 
the proteſtant dean of that ca pital, will 
probably do more michief 3 in Treland, 
than fifty Proteſtam {tools will be able 
to repair, ” = 


Rapine, ee U and luſt, are impu- 
ted to Henry by others: But Atheiſm is 
the calumny almoſt peculiar? to” Swift, 
whoſe pride, ill-nature, and imperuofit) 
of rxemper, made dm uttetly regs 
of truth er decency towards every per- 
ſon he diſliked. So that . infernal beaſt,” 
and i deteſtable tyrant” from hith, ought 
to be looxed pot as OfHã common marks 
of diſeſteem. Poſterity will ever look 
upon the Dean of St. Patrick's, as the 
metropoſitical ſcold of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. The talent was born with him, 
was improved in his two-pennv lodgings, 
| and 3 by afſiduous practice. He 
5 followed 


( 


followed nature; and one. Had he ne- 


glecbed that talent, Swift had lived an 


impenetrable blockhead, and died un- 


known. But by proper application, to 
fuch height of eminence did Swift arrive 
in his profeſſion, that one would think, 
in the dean's ſyſtem of ethics, evil ſpeak- 


ing, tying, and flandering, were three | 


of the cardinal virtues, For this great 
prince | he ſo wickedly defames, has really 


given no grounds for ſuſpecting he ever 
doubted. the being of a God, or the 
truth of the chriſtian religion: The laſt. 


was the ſubject of his daily meditation, 
few of that dark age underſtood it better, 
and not many, circumſtanced in all re- 
ſpects as he was, would have approached 


Fo % WE. 


nearer to the ſtrictneſs of its morals. 


And to make what amends he could, 


for the faults he had committed, in that 
high and perilous ſtation providence had 

placed, him; this real defender of the 
faith; chis truly chriſtian King, order- 
ed in his will,“ That all who had 


L 2 ſuſtained | 
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ſuſtained any manner of damage or hin- 
drance by him, n be flriafa6d fi for” REP 


ſame.” -o CAA 15 7 „ L 
2 1 2 77 


„Hetty was el no rent, "Ot no 
original contract; was always at unity 
with his parliaments: Law w]˖s the mea 
ſure of his actions. I kænow not the man 
injured, much leſs murdered, by arbi- 
trary power, or prerogative- royal, no il- 
legal impriſonments, do we hear of; 
no exorbitant fines, no mercileſs whip- 
pings, Whoſe detail yield horror to the 
imagination; no nailing ears to pillo- 
ries, and deforming the human face di- 
vine. jqudges occaſional or at plea- 
fure; ſham plots, ſuborned witneſſes ; 
packt, or in imidated Juries, were not 
the products of this reign. Let Mary's 
res recur to your minds. Read the in- 
imitable remonſtrance of 1641. without 
party ſpectacles. — Conſider. the bloody 
aſſize, or weſtern campaign, under Kirk 


ou * who! revelied in the blood of 
f 29 inno- 
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zunocence Vet, void of every tender 
feeling as they were, could: not fill up 


the meaſure of the vindictive ſpirit of 
James II. though he had the head of 
the imme hold, the favourite ſon 
of his too indulgent brother, and deter- 
mined to hew him in pieces. Kirk faid 
fo; and Kirk had more honour than to 
lie, or to pretend to be a papiſt, though 
probably of no religion. Poor WOK 
beth Gaunt, how Pitiable thy caſe! 
be burnt even at London, that the £ 
vour of thy broiling carcaſe might regale 
the royal noſtrils. Thy crime Was only 
harbouring one of Monmouth's adhe- 
rents, till thou couldſt procure him a 
paſſage beyond ſea, voluntarily informed 
againſt by that villaing whoſe, life thou 
hadſt preſerved 1. Pet. is James it no 
monſter, no infernal. beaſt, no tyrant. 
The uſual epithet is“ unfortunate 3” 
tenderly intimating thereby, that he 
met with harder treatment than he de- 
ſerved. But agreement in faction 
| 1 pields 
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yields a apteaſing gloſs to-every enorwiry 
5 Exile, the block, or halter conſtitute a 


ain, without moral ſentiment, or Prac- 
tice. Generous, bene rolent, ne 


þ Henry, in Burnct's opinion, 9 was 
the maſt vnaccountable man in _ the 
world.“ In mine, he appears ever at- 
tentive to boch parties. Hie certainly 
would liſten to che private debates of 
| Gardiner 2nd Cranmer., His, uaderſtand- 

ig was equal, if not. ſuperiar to all about 
| him; of uncommen ſagacity. and un- 

vearied applicatian, ang thus attained. a 

full view of both ſides the queſtion. The 

| | matter when folly comprehended and un- 

_ derſtoad, he thenceforth indeed was im- 

movable, nor ceaſed. to perſevere till 

he had carried his point, Conſider the 
blindneſs and bigottry of his youth, yet 
bow he gave free admittance to truth, 3s 

i occurred 3 prepared his people gradu- 

ally for the reception of it, and com- 
een it _—_— as they Were able to 
= bear 
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bear *. Had he lived a little N- 
ger, 1 am perſuaded he would have 
been as declared a foe to the church 
ef Rome, as be was to ber court; and 
would have made a thorough reſorma - 
tion. That candid breaſt was formed for 
truth; it could not fail to find admit- 
tance there. A clear evidence whereof 
is, that he who had been bred in the 
- blackneſs of the darkneſs of popery, had 


aſſumed ſuch chriſtian fortitude, as to 


dare to own the maſs a cheat; which 


therefore he and Francis the French King 


were, in treaty about changing into a 
communion. Francis always faithleſs, 
perhaps meant no more than to embroil 
Henry with his. people. But Henry 
doubtleſs was ſincere; which convinces 
me, he knew the truth but would not 
venture to inforce it, without the con- 
currence of France. However, death put 
an end to. that project; and in his will were 


orders for maſſes for his ſoul, with ample 


pay for the maſs-mongers. 
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| views a pleaſing 80 wo.every 11 ity 
Exile, the block, or halter conſtirute's 
ſaint, without moral ſentiment, or Prac- 


: tice. | Generous, benevglent, pans) 


- | Herey, in "EBT opinion, 52 way 
2 de maſt vnaccountable man in the 
world.” In maine; he appears ever at. 
| tentive to boch parties. He certainly 
would liſten to the private debates 
; Gardiner and Cranmer. His. L derſtan 7 
5 ing Was equal, if not ſugeriar to all Bop 
| him of uncommon ſagaci 


ſa achy. 5 and un⸗ 
 wearied applicatian, ang chus attained. a 
full view of both ſides the queſtion. The 
matter when fully comprehended/ and un- 
derſtoock, he thenceforth indeed was im 
movable, nor ceaſed e perſevere til 
he had carried his point, Conſider the 
blindneſs and bigottry of his youth, yet 
bo he gave free admittance to truth, a 
| ix,oceurred z prepared his people grads 
ally for the reception of it, and com- 
municated it i them as they w were able to 
ITS | : bear 
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bear it. Had he kred a link lon- 
ger, I am perſuaded he would have 


been as declared a foe to the church 
ef Rome, as he was to her court; and 


would have made a thorough reforria - 
tion. That candid breaſt was formed for 


| truth; it could not fail to find admit- 
tance; there. b E clear evidence whereof 
is, that he who. had been bred in the 
blackneſs of the darkneſs of popery, had 
aſſumed ſuch, chriſtian fortitude, as to 
dare to own the maſs a cheat; which 
therefore he and Francis the French King 
were in treaty about changing into a 
communion. F. rancis always faithleſs, 
perhaps meant no more than to embroil 
Henry with his, people. But Henry 


doubtleſs was ſincere; s which convinces 


me, he knew the truth; but would not 


venture to inforce it, without the con- 
currence of F rance. However, death put 
an end to. that project; and in his will were 


= orders for maſſes for his ſoul, with ample 
| pay for the maſs-mongers. 
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Did Henry facrifice to vanity at laſt 


Is his will authentic? Did he want time 


or inclination to alter i it? Was it a tame 
ſubmiſſion to the cuſtom of his country? 


Or did he did look upon it, if a fraud, 


yet a pious, or at leaſt harmleſs one, 
which ſeems to have been the preyail- 
ing opinion of that age | 4 Hence Was 


either dropt or taken up a ain, as the i 


court directed, without general © concern 
on either fide. 5 e 
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pale inſtrusts Cramer i the darin of. 
tranſubRantiation. © | Stupid the teacher. 


The doftrine \Impious and abfurd. 


TN e chic . 
T effort of human impudence and 
deluſion, even Henry” 8 ſtrength of mind 
ſeems not to have been able ever to have 
got the better of. It is indeed a monſter, 
in popiſh. apprehenſion, placed in ſo im- 


pregnable a fort, that nothing but the 


8 


Devil can give it diſturbance. Pole, in 


a letter to Cranmer, given us by Strype, 


which, for ſhuffling, inſolence, cant, and 


fanaticiſm, has not many equals. Af - 


ter telling him with a mixture of godly 
phraſe, as is the manner of the man, 
« that he was under the vengeance of 


God, a member of ſatan, and damned, 
proceeds to inſtruct the great archbiſhop: 


in this fundamental article of popery, in 


| 5 the: 
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che words nd POSE Un o « The 
more ' probable: you make it, the further 
you ſwarve fram the trew doctrine of 
Chriſt, and verie trew maner to teach it. 
| —God will have both man's reaſon and 
ſenſe mortified and dye utterly, when this 
miſtery meate of liffe is ſpoken and taken. 
For, as that was the beginning of the 
deſtruction of man, when followeng the 
Probability of reaſon, he would feade 
hymnſelf with meate prohibite unto hym; 
ſo, the caunſil of God hath ordained this 
to be the beginning of the liffe of man, 
to take a ſenfible meate, wherein neither 
reafon nor ſenſe can find any probabi- 
ly, « or n _ Jen e 25 


A 


Such, you wks is the nature of this aſ- 
ſemblage of contradiction and gibberiſh, 
that a Newton or a Locke are no more 
able to cope with it, than a babe of three 
years old. But ſeeing this burning, this 
fundamental article of popery, is without 
eee againſt. ſenſe, and of which 


reaſon 


_ reaſan can alte ho judgement : How 
can 1 believe, ar give my aſſent to the 


truth of à dectrine: confeſſediy . | 
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* 


Wby, faith the continad;; again to the 


archbiſhop : „The way of falling into 


ercors and hereſies, is by meddling with 


mine the articles of the faith: making 


your reaſon judge thereof, which ought 
to be wo and ruled ths. the tradition 
al e „ 10 Lie 


Theplain . of what this fupid fol- 
tow faith is this. You ought, to take 


things upon truſt, and to believe as we do, 
and thus ſhall we be all of one mind. But 


of you come to examine, and to reaſon up- 


en things, which are, in their own na- 


ture, uarcaſonable, improbable, contra- 
ry to your ſenſes, and which you know, 


impudent hey, and againſt all appearapce 
, HE 32 Br 10% 
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of truth : Why, thus will divifions alte, 
and we ſhall differ from one another, as 

much as a reaſonable man does from an 
obſtinate fool.” But our cardinal wiſe- 


acre advances in bis Infifurtions. Hear 
him. | 


0 The © more probable i it is, the more 
falſe it is: The great Sophiſter, and Fa- 
ther of lies, ever deceiving us by the 8 
bability of reaſon,” e 
J am in no N bat. Pole's biogra- 
pher would lift up hands and eyes in ad- 
miration of theſe pious aphoriſms of his 
hero, in defence of that characteriſtic of 
his religion, an article that would debaſe 5 
even a the creed of a Hottentot. | 


But are they not of equal force hs the ; 
mouth of a Prieſt of Moloch, as in that 
of amember of the ſacred college i ? Might 
he not thus juſtify his making. children 
paſs _ the fire? And might not 

the 


* 


(aw) 
the Papa of Mexics, defend his . of 
human heads, his dleaving open the breaſts 
of living men, and plucking thence their 
palpitating hearts, with the fume thereof 
to feed his hungry gods ? Should you pre- 
tend to reaſon with. them, to ſhew the 
errors of their ways, and the extream- 
wickedneſs of their religion: Has not 
Pole furniſhed them with a coat of mail 
impenetrable 1 to all human weapons? The: 
more probable, why the-more falſe. God 
will have ſenſe and reaſon mortified and 
die. From examination and reaſon pro- 
ceed errors and diviſions.— Probability of 
reaſon is the Devil's inſtrument to de- 
ceive. And thus did Pole maintain his 
catholicon by fach means, as will vindi- 
cate the diabolic vorthip af Moloch and 
dey ns 75 


The man that will believe againſt ſenfe 
reaſon and probability, is an inſtrument ; 
. formed for every knave to play up- 
1s duly qualified for any religion 
under 


|  .» Worſt, For in proportion as religion de- 


is [age 9 
| bead heaven, hut particularly. far the 


viates from truth and virtue, does it a- 
| hound in W en r 
Fg | 

- 1 * is ; Lid, * 25 ee ia 3 pleaſure. i in 
being mad Which, none but mad men 
know.” Let them enjoy it. Only in 
oppoßition to Their extravagance, give me 
Faye ta ſay, that our reaſon and ſenſes, : 
are the gilt of God, and the only. in 
of all the knowledge we have, The tra- 
dition of faith itſelf we under and, by 
chem, nor without them can any idea be 
formed of what is meant, even by tran- 
ſubſtantiation. My mother, nurſe, prieſt, 
party, aſſure me A wafer is my God, 
and at the ſame time a human body.” 
My ſenſe does not deceive me, I heat 
them fay what they really do ſay: Or I 
ſee it written in the bloody ſtatute. My 
ſenſe is again in the right. It is there writ- 
ten. But at the ſame time 1 fee, feel, 
taſte, 


(235) 
taſte, ſmell, that it is but a wafer, and 
has not tlie fize, form, nor any reſem- 
blance of the body of a man. Now to 
believe à tale that is told, in contra- 
diction to what J ſee, feel, taſte, ſmell, 

is a fooliſh credulity, againſt ſenſe, rea- 

ſon and probability; it is to believe à cor- 
rupt, lying, intereſted; creature, - rather 
than mine own eyes; yea, rather than 
the ereator and giver of thoſe eyes; is; in 

effect, a moſt impious calumny * 

God himfelf,” implying. that the guide 
he had given us to conduct us through 

Ute, was not only himſelf blind, but un- 

der the guidanee of the devil. So the de- 
ſtruction of all reaſon, knowledge, faith, 

fo diſgraceful to man, and impious to 
| God, is what Pole's biographer juſtly 
calls, the characteriſtic article of che 

Ne ene 1025 dt 
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v- T uſclels is it to- thy 3 
ſenſe, reaſon, and probability, are 
Joaket! upon only as the [devil's arts to 
deceive. Yet I will proceed farther, and 
ſay, that Chriſt Jeſus came not into the 
world to reveal things unrevealable, to 
deprive us of our ſenſes, or to diſparage 
reaſon. But his intent was 40 free her 
from a corrupt tradition, unmerited au- 
thority, and evil cuſtoms; to place her 
upon the ſeat of judgment, to view 
things as they are in themſelves, and to 
determine according to their nature, un- 
biaſſed by perſons or things external. 
— Where myſtery begins, religion 
ends. Whatever is fantaſtic, low, 
ridiculous, or tends 'to depreciate the 
human underſtanding, or to inſlave body 
or mind, is not of Chriſt, or of God. 


His. farther deſign was to point out to 
reaſon, 
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reaſon, things eminently worthy her me- 
to exerciſe her in the pureſt morals; to 
inculcate univerſal love; to introduce 
ſuch a behaviour amongſt men as would 
render life happy and death comfortable; 

And in "lat to God, by repreſentinſs 
him, as he really appears in his works, 
great, wiſe, juſt, good, merciful, to 
ſhew: the reaſonableneſs of the devotion 
of the heart and ſpirit, expreſſed in ſin- 
cere affection towards an almighty friend, 
in thankful -adoration- for his mercies, 


and in humble prayer for the: continu» 4 
ance of them. | "if $4 mb WES Bw © : f 1 
1 3 n 2 Þ * * * — * Al N 


1 add karher, "that. he religion. of | 4 : 


Jeſus, is. comprehenged, in 125 ſm all. 
compaſs. of the v. vi. and. yurh chapters, | 
of St. Matthew. The remainder of, the : 8 


goſpels conſiſts in repetitions of the ſame | 


ſermon, or explications of it ia the way 

of parable, - or in proofs of . his divine 

miſſion, . che mighty works done by 1 
bim. 
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bim, Ad S8. Paul's chiltles are au ia. 
| nitable.commettary upen the lame ſe 
mon, imermixed with reaſonings ag in 

Jews and Gentiles; to remove their pre · 
judices againſt the truth, reaſonableneſs, 
and neceflizy of that divine diſpenſation. 

So that the chriſtian that would neither 
deceive, nor be deceived, ſhould ſtudy 
that ſermon» with the deepeſt attention, 
before he attempts St Paul's debates, 
in which are difficulties, not cleared by 
Locke, an able man and fincere chriſtian. 
Others make ſo wild a buſineſi of it Py to 
ſer him at open variance. with his maſter, 
and indeed with every thing. god and 
. uſeful in religion, or to men, in the point 
of works, as if of no regard, and worth 
nothing. But they underſt and him not.— 
Blind guides are they. in much danger 
of the pit and of pulling. others in with 
them. For no where IS morality more 


FP perfectly ſtrict, more rigidly pure, more 
clearly expreſſed, or more ſtrongly in- 


| forced, than by this great apoſtle, 
1 will | 


( wr 3 


1 will add yet farther, that. the religion 
of Jeſus, is a ſeries of plain truths, 
plainly delivered, by the moſt univer- 
fally benevolent perſon that ever ap- 
peared amongſt men. And it was preach- 
ed to the poor in underſtanding, as well as 
poor i in circumſtances; to guide them in 
every incident of life, and to guard them 
againſt the impoſitian of others. If you 
alk how it came to be altered ſince, as 
to become an ingenious thing to be a 
chriſtian. 1 anfwer that half-jew and 
half-heathen converts, policy and enthu- 
ſtaſm, emulation of leading men, and 
party rage have all conſpired to cor- 
rupt and darken it. Of policy take an 
example in the words of a Le Car 
Ting), toa Fn not Js. pdlidig”' 


«1 pes were ; bed to ery the 
ſcriptures, they might come 'to believe 
there was not ſuch need af clergy.” The 
Keeping the myſteries of religion in he 
hands of prieſts, has been the principal 


means 
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means in n a} ages: of naking: the. 3 p pri 20 


hood ſacred and yenerable., Theſe myſt. 1 
ries and rites thereof, as the greateſt ſe. 
cret and arcanum of church government, 
ſhould be preſerved. Nay, . the clergy. 
ſhould. rather fly to tropes and alle gories 
if .not to caballa itſelf, than permit chat 
all parts of religious worſhip. ſhould be 
thought ſo obvious, - as to fall eaſil7 
within common underſtandings, without, 
their explication. | Sinee it, might well be 
queſtioned, wliether the eſſence of reli 4 
n (co! fitting in the” doctrine of good A 
life and repentance). might he held ſuffi· ket 
cient alone to exerciſe the moſt vulgar. 
capacities. Since printing therefore 1s 
not to be put down, it were beſt dc 
ſet up learning againſt learning, and by... 
introducing able perſons to diſpute, to 
4 ſuſpend the laity betwixt fear and con- 
troverſy. T his, at worſt, yer, would make me 


them attentive to their teachers.” ”.. Walley's... 


fuppoſed addreſs to the" Pope for ſippre 5 
manefteries, for w bis colleges. T Herbert. 
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As to that wonderful wonder of won- 
a; pecaliaf' to the *tatholic chu ch "of 
rurning a wafer-cake into a God-man, by 
p ronbuncing four words, which becomes 


| a; Hacrifice. —lIs offered to itſelf, =} the 


prie{t's property. Directs its favours by 


the prieſt's intention. Which he ſells t to 
thoſe will pleaſe to buy. And to deter 
his dupes from diſcerning the cheat, aſ- 


ſures them with an air commanding re- 


ſpect, that his reaſon and ſenſes, thoſe 
undoubted giſts of God, are the devil's 


inſtruments to deceive. Thus impiouſly 
defaming the divine munificence.— This 
prodigy, 1 ſay, which a lover of truth. 


and of mank ind, can hardly think, or 
ſpeak of with temper, will 1 expoſe no 


farther. But will give you in brief, the 
real character of its moſt deſperate de- 
fender Cardinal Pole; a fictitious one 


having been lately exhibited to us in two 
volumes of enormous ſize; as of an all 
accompliſned church · man, conſidered as : 
2 Piet,” a chriſtian, and a prelate. 

| i 
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cenſured. Pole's character by Tonflal. 
2 charatter eee. be 


end. * 


"HE facts amibued to ele, by 5 
the writer, of his life, 1 do not 


diſpute. Our difference is about the na- 
ture and quality of thoſe facts. 1 take 
words in the meaning, which uſe and 
cuſtom has affixed to them, and look 
upon virtue and vice as things real, ab- 
ſolute, diſtinct, and determined by na- 
ture, or rather che end of nature. He 

ſeems to make their very eſſence conſiſt 

in the relation they bear to popery, by 

him called the catholic church. And 
often does he diſhonour chat fair virgin, 
truth herſelf ; by ſubftituting her in the 
place of that gawdy | harlor. Thus 
making truth and popery the ſame thing, 


under two denominations. | This point 
0 * * 


G 
gained, whar advances popery, is vitrue 4 
what depreſſes papery, is vice. And 
by ſuch abuſe of words, does he throw 
a miſt before xe eyes of the unwary 
reader. But a little circumſpection diſ- 
pels that miſt, and the whole appears 
one continued infult upon the Uundet- 
ſtanding —He paintech a devil, expoſtrh 
it to public view, and writes underneath 
it, «bat a faint is here l— As à Dutch 
droll the ching is not amils : But the 
ſolemn demeanor of the man news, he 
GO to be e thought i in  carnclt. | Tho 


D "ON he Mey 1 differ E apparent. But 
it would be unjuſt to think our difference, 
1 diff-rence only of catholic and here- 
For cathblics as zealous,” and as 

led as he, and who knew Reginald 
Pole much better rhan either 'of us, 
held that canting, Hl deſigning tool, in 
as great contempt and deteſtation as I 
do. The ableſt popiſh biſhops of that 
age wrote n him. As Sampſon of 
Chicheſter, 
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reſpecta 


| 

| 1 ſelf acknowledgeth, that he was 
1 

| 

| 

| 


to conform to the neee in che 


8 | To: . le: wd; 1 a pow 
1 bilbop of Durham, his cotemporary, his 


5 Ih 


[© faith did Cardinal Pole appear, when in 
dis progreſs from bad to worſe, to be an 


e«rrant traitor - without ſhame. An enemy 
| to * country, ſo inveterate, that. Wo 
| *, 


jeſter, Stockſley of London; G 
wur of — and Tonſtal of 
1 The laſt was one of ee 


had the 9 opinion gi His: prob . =d 
prudence, and learning. And Pole- bm. 


learnedeſt man in the nation, and of the | 
higheſt reputation for virtue, before he 
deſerted their cauſe. (Poli cpiſt. pag. 2. 
Epiſt. 80.) Let ſo rm his attachment to 
the cathalic cauſe; that he choſe rather to 0 
quit the rich biſhopric of Durham, than 


1 reign of een nene te 


BEIT & * 
4 
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acquaintance, and of the fame houſhold of 
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would be content. to run Beadbung into 
hell, % he might thereby be able td 
deſtroy it. More wild and cruel than 
a ryger,—l ncomparably worſe than a 
pagan. —Ungrateful.— child of the 
devil.— An hypoerite.— And therefore 
doubly deviliſh—and deteſted of Chriſt, 
for acting the devil's part under his 
name. But fear not thou Engliſhman, - 
continues this: worthy biſhop; take cou- 
rage, and be nothing afraid, thou haſt 
God on thy ſide.— Thou haſt à noble, 
I victorious, and virtuous King, hardy as a 
lion, who will not ſuffer: thee. to de 8 
devoured by. ſuch wild beaſts. 
take an Engliſn heart unto thee, and 
miſtruſt- not God, but truſt firmly in. 
him, and ſurely the ruin intended 8 
gainſt thee, ſhall. fall on their own: neck 
that intend it, &c.” Totzſtals e 
Fe. an bene. 5 * 1 


Tonſtal, you * daily _—_ a Hole " 
4 ſpade. Tonſtal knew the man and 
M 8 1 


* 


. pe ation.” a 1 halt m hin 
much of an "Engliſh * beaft. to approve 
of either of them: Hack à Tout tos great. 
to fulfer his eyes to be put our by party. 
zeal: and was of more integrity,” tian to 
tay” he faw what, he did not ſee, or to 
give a colour Gifferent to what” he faw 
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geteerte n nirfee” ig 
This deſcription Engliſtr Catai: 

12 +; | 

nal js given us by ode, . whom" (in che 


words of his blog ee 
even an i inlay with the man, muſt 
Place above all ſuſpicion 'of beirig « ſtran- 


ger to his perſon, or mifreprefenting ir.“ 
And ſuch muſt Pole Ever appear, to every 


human creatute ute tllat knows the tenor of 
his life, unleſs to fuch miſerable bigots, 
who can think a zeal for popery, can 
alter the nature of things,” and be of 
power ſufficient to ne er fort 'of 


4's 
\ lainy. 985 73 | 
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erg thus done juſtice to cher un 


grateful rebel che Engliſh Cardinal, let 
us 


* 5 


bh i 1 1 f "ſtall. , Ie Ak 1 . 2 
few words, with intire e eve- 
"7 article of which i is founded upon 


deniable facts, recorded i in this treatiſe. * 


7 "IS 


5 „ 3 was, a 3 of great 
"gi and judgment, of unwearied ap- 


plication to buſineſs, knowing men and 
how to manage them. Hence that con- 
ſtant harmony with his parliaments, thro” 

a reign of almoſt forty years, parliaments, 
freely choſen,. freely. acting; not brib'd, 
not bullied, not biaſſed by any thing, | 
but the native. dignity of this prince; 53 
his acknowledged, prudence, probi ty, and 
good. deſigus 3 — deliberate in council, 

ſingularly patient and perſevering to 
bring to effect things once reſolved on; 
— of conſiderable learning himſelf ; a 
friend and pgtron to, learned. men, and 
to every uſeful and ornamental art and 
ſcience ;— ſocial, magnificent, magnani- 

mous, — a tender huſband, — an indul- | 
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gent father, — a faithful friend, — a ge- 
nerous maſter, — not lewd, not crue 

not vol uptuous,. an honeſt ope 
ed man,,— a ſincere chriſtian, 
Parkior King. 


